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From the Pastor’s Desk:
Seeking the Truth Through Struggle

The new year usually 
begins with a celebration 
of Epiphany.  Epiphany 
is defined by Mirriam-
Webster as “a sudden 
manifestation or 
perception of the essential 
nature or meaning of 
something, or an intuitive 
grasp of reality through 
something usually 
simple and striking, 
or an illuminating 
discovery, realization, or 
disclosure”.

In the church, Epiphany 
concludes the Christmas 
season with a celebration 
of God’s glory revealed in 
the person of Jesus Christ.  That glory is proclaimed for 
all nations and people.  Like the light of the star that 
guided the Magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals 
who we are: children of God who are claimed and 
washed in the waters of baptism.

Epiphany begins on Friday, January 6.  Because of the 
calendar, we will not have an opportunity to celebrate 
the actual day of Epiphany as you have done in the 
past with the wise men entering the sanctuary during 
worship.  However, we will still be celebrating the 
‘season’ of Epiphany.  During the season, we struggle 
with understanding the identity and person of Jesus 
Christ.  During this time, Christians acknowledge and 
witness the Messiah in the Christ child – the tiny baby 
born in a manger in Bethlehem.

During Epiphany, we will be hearing scripture 
testifying to Jesus’ identity.  It usually begins with 
the wise men testifying to King Herod about the 
Christ child’s birth.  Then Jesus is baptized, and God 
proclaiming him as “my beloved Son”.  Epiphany 
continues as the revelation of God’s glory made 
manifest in every one of us – the church.  Then Christ 
is revealed to us through the scriptures, through the 
Spirit, and finally (in February) God is made manifest 
in the transfiguration of Christ.

These are all Biblical accounts of how Jesus’ identity 
as God’s son was made crystal clear to the people living 
in antiquity.  But in order for God to be relevant and real 
to us today, we must continue to share our epiphanies 
with each other.  We must be willing to reveal to 

others how God shows 
Himself to us. We’ve 
all had an experience 
when something we 
were struggling with 
suddenly became crystal 
clear, and we don’t know 
how it happened.  These 
moments are called 
an “Epiphany”.  Some 
describe it as “the light 
bulb came on.”  Others 
think of it as some 
supernatural event.

This conjures up 
memories of learning 
geometry in middle 
school.  I remember 
struggling with it, 

chewing on the concepts, crying over it, and fighting 
my father as he tried to explain it to me using a small 
chalk board.  I just couldn’t seem to grasp it.  Then one 
day…..the “light bulb went on,” and suddenly I was 
able to grasp what I previously could not.  

Looking back on this experience I realize several 
things.  One – Comprehension could never have come 
to me unless I had struggled with it.  This is the same 
with the revelation of God in our lives.  If we don’t 
read the scriptures to get the basics, if we don’t struggle 
with God’s identity, if we don’t play tug-of-war with 
the truth, if we don’t search for God’s presence in the 
world, God will NEVER be revealed to us.

The second thing I learned is that I couldn’t 
comprehend geometry on my own.  I needed the 
teacher and my father’s assistance to help grasp the 

(continued on page 2)
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News

Pastoral Acts

The council meeting was held on 
December 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the church.  
Pastor Debbie opened with a prayer, after which all 
enjoyed a ‘pot luck start’ to the meeting.

A neighborhood watch group is organizing and they 
reached out to Pastor Debbie requesting the building 
space for an initial meeting - this was discussed and 
approved.

The church finances were discussed including 
income and expenses for November, and our savings. 
A decision was made to pull additional funds from 
Merrill Lynch to cover expenses into the first quarter 
2023.

When you think of donating, please remember the 
church and its mission thru the holidays. Financial 
donations can occur using many channels including: 
online giving via our website, envelopes, using your 
bank’s bill pay and thru in person Sunday service 
collections.

Council discussed the situation with the building 
tenant and possible ways forward.  That situation is 
now resolved positively for the church and the tenant. 
A lot was learned from this exercise in Christian caring!

Installation of all council members will occur on 
Sunday January 8, near the beginning of the Traditional 
Service.

The next council meeting will be on January 12, 2023.

concept.  This too applies to our faith.  We can’t seek 
the truth on our own.  The world needed the wise men 
to testify to the truth.  Mary needed the comfort of 
Elizabeth to reassure her of the truth.  The disciples 
needed each other to constantly witness to themselves 
and to the world that God came down in the man, 
Jesus.  We too need each other in order for God to 
make himself manifest in our lives.  By our willingness 
to share how God has been revealed to us, others 
may come to see God made manifest in their world.  
By testifying to God’s revelation, we can comfort and 
reassure each other. 

As we anxiously anticipate the new year, 2023, let 
us come as Christians, as “doubtful” Christians, as 
“maybe” Christians, and as “want-to-be” Christians 
and struggle with issues of faith, lifting each other up 
in comfort and confidence to believe and trust in a God 
that is relevant and is still making himself manifest in 
our world.

May God grant you happiness and health in this 
New Year!

Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie

(continued from page one)

erma’s inspirations

Winter’s Master Painter

There once was a Master Painter
Whose artwork could never be sold;

He dazzled the world with His wonders, 
His beauty each day we behold.

In winter He painted the hills in white, 
The trees He cotton-crowned;

He colored the sky a brilliant blue,
His scenes were quite renowned.
There one was a Master Painter
Who lived in the days of yore,
He painted wintertime’s glory

That came from His heavenly store.

-Nora M. Bozeman

Deliver us by Your wonders, and bring glory to Your 
name, O Lord! Daniel 3:43

What’s in the display case?
KEEP YOUR NEW YEAR 
RESOLUTIONS 

Janet Murphy’s granddaughter, Shannon 
Murphy, was a news reporter on WGAL 
Channel 8 and wrote a story about how to 
keep New Year Resolutions.  A copy of it 
is in the display case this month for all of 
you working on your self-improvements.  
Good luck!

According to a General Nutrition Center 
poll 88% of Americans make a New Year Resolution.  
But when you find out how many actually continue 
throughout the year well that's another story.  A 
whooping 80% don't.  Here is what typically happens 
as the year progresses:

  "I don't think most people have the capacity of 
sticking to a lot of things"   

  ''Some  say I got side tracked"

"Some people say and then they 
don't do what they say"

Pastor Debbie made 15 visits in December.
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Here are the upcoming 
events from our Lutheran 
Camps.  They never close!  
Enjoy winter festivities in faith 
and fun!

January 6-8 at Kirchenwald:  
Winter Youth Retreat.  Enjoy 

Kirchenwald in the Winter! Play broom hockey and 
other games on the frozen pond. Have fun sledding, 
playing snow soccer and other winter games. Creative 
Bible studies and worship experiences led by our 
summer camp counselors are an important part of 
this retreat. Meet new friends and catch up with your 
summer camp friends. Other indoor and outdoor 
activities may be included, as the weather dictates.

January 15, 12-2:00 p.m. at Nawakwa.  Chicken 
and Waffles Dinner. Spend a Sunday at camp with 
a delicious home-made chicken and waffles dinner. 
Bring your sleds (if there’s snow) to work off the 
calories, as if camp food actually has calories!

January 15 from 1-5:00 p.m. at Kirchenwald.  Winter 
Fun Day.  Bring your family or youth group and 
enjoy an afternoon on Kirchenwald’s award-winning 
toboggan run, ice-skating on the lake, or drinking hot 
chocolate in the lodge.

January 15 from 2-3:00 p.m. at both Kirchenwald and 
Nawakwa.  CampPerson Meeting in person.  Learn 
how to be a liason between the Lutheran camping 
corporation and our congregation.  Details are in the 
article below.

January 17 from 7-8:00 p.m. via Zoom.  CampPerson 
Meeting online.  Learn how to be a liason between the 
Lutheran camping corporation and our congregation.  
Details are in the article below.

What is a CampPerson?
The Lutheran Camping Corporation is an extension 

of your ministry in the local congregation. With a 
CampPerson, your congregation will be informed and 
the Camp Corporation will be reaching more people. 
Plus, every summer camper from a congregation with 
a CampPerson receives a $20 discount on their week 
long registration.

Become a camp person at the Lutheran Camps.  A 
CampPerson is liaison between the Lutheran Camping 
Corporation and one’s own congregation.

•A CampPerson is anyone interested in 
Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm 
who wants to share our news with others.

•The CampPerson will receive and distribute 
information about Summer Camp and other 
year-round events at the camps.

•The CampPerson will attend one 
informational meeting per year.

Lutheran Camping 
•The Lutheran Camping Corporation is 

an extension of your ministry in the local 
congregation. With a CampPerson, your 
congregation will be informed and the Camp 
Corporation will be reaching more people. Plus, 
every summer camper from a congregation 
with a CampPerson receives a $20 discount on 
their week long registration.

Details
In-Person CampPerson Meeting: Jan 15, 2:00 p.m., at 

Kirchenwald & Nawakwa

Zoom CampPerson Meeting: Jan 17, 7:00 p.m.

Online training is available from January 15-31, 2023 
at https://www.lutherancamping.org/campperson/
training/

If you are a new CampPerson for 2023 (or just want 
to see our smiling faces), plan on attending the In-
Person or Zoom CampPerson Training. Please RSVP 
so we know to expect you.

Our monthly meeting in 
December got canceled by old 
man winter, but we wanted 
to discuss the book, so we are 
making it our January book.  If 
you want to jump in on that, we 
can get you a book in time to read 

and discuss with us.  We have a wonderful relationship 
with the York County Library system that enables us to 
borrow the books we read.  Our book is The Last of the 
Sin Eaters by Francine Rivers.  Goodreads.com has this 
to say about the book:

1999 Gold Medallion Award winner! A repackage of 
Francine Rivers's beloved novel, now with stunning 
movie stills from the motion picture releasing in 
January 2007 and bonus discussion questions. All that 
matters for Cadi Forbes is finding the one man who 
can set her free from the sin that plagues her, the sin 
that has stolen her mother's love from her and made 
her wish she could flee life and its terrible injustice. But 
Cadi doesn't know that the “sin eater” is seeking as 
well. Before their journeys are over, Cadi and the sin 
eater must face themselves, each other, and the One 
who will demand everything from them in exchange 
for the answers they seek. A captivating tale of 
suffering, seeking, and redemption.

We will  meet on the third Thursday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
the book, which falls on January 19. 
If you would like a copy of the book 
to borrow, see Geri Jacobs or Jennifer 
Rudolf.  This book has a lot about 
faith in it, wrapped in an entertaining 
and historical story.  Come join us!

Book Club
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Wedding Anniversaries

January Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.  
Due to the holiday season, we did not get 
an updated list in time for press due to 
the holiday season.  We apologize for any 
mistakes.  This is our best guess based on 
previous years:

January’s flowers:		
		       

01 - To the glory of God & the hope of a
        blessed New Year
07 - In memory of Ethel, Helen, Nevin, 
       Nolan & Glenn by Erma Grim
14 - The pedestal flowers are in memory of 
        Peggy Keener
21 - In memory of Mary & Jacob Valentine, 
        loved ones & in honor of the Senior 
        Choir
     -The pedestal flowers are in memory of 
       Dorothy & Curvin Thoman
28 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the     
        family

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

11-Joey & Cindy Christenberry
23-Lin & Peg Rotz
29-Dennis & Vickie Grove

01-Kathy Vivian
02-Richard Hollingworth
03-Jay Keener
03-Kody Peters
04-Bill Shingler
05-Patrick Gwinn
05-Todd Osterhaus
06-Maigan Gideon
08-Jackie Atkins
09-Nancy McCleary
13-Tammy Golden
13-Josie Shoffner
15-Glenn Smeltzer

17-Dennis Grove
14-Christopher Hanzlik
17-Marian Warner
19-Rae Williams
20-Lynette Grim
20-Dylan Peters
25-Heidi Einsig
27-Edward Dellinger
28-Cora Sue Herbst
30-Lisa Crawford
30-Steven Gross
30-Daune Hartman

How to submit to the Newsletter
We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  

*Email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, drop your submission in the 
mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ outside the office 
door.  

The deadline for submission is the 20th of each 
month for the following month’s newsletter.  

Birthdays
Sunday School News

Beginning on January 8, 
we are going to have card 
making stations in the 
Welcome Center to send to 
our home bound folks in 
January.  For Super Bowl 

Sunday we will be doing a free will offering fundraiser 
“Pasta Bowl” meal.  Our next meeting for the Parish 
Education Committee is Monday January 9 at 6:00 p.m.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.
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