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From the Pastor’s Desk

Greetings, again, from your new interim pastor.  
It is my pleasure being with you!  You know, near 
the end of the fifth chapter in First Thessalonians, 
St. Paul encourages his readers to “pray without 
ceasing.”  As Christians we are called to lives of 
discipleship as we serve as students or learners 
of Jesus Christ.  The discipleship life brings with 
it obedience, sacrifice, and the cross bearing we 
talked about at worship on September 12; and yet 
there cannot be a more wonderful undertaking 
than serving as our Lord’s disciples.  Certainly, 
praying undergirds all of this.  As a Christian 
people we are called and blessed to be in an ongoing 
relationship with God in which communication 
through prayer is vitally important.  We note the 
importance of prayer being stressed throughout 
the Bible and in the church’s tradition. 

 
A fine commitment that I would encourage all to 

consider making, if you are not doing so already, 
is maintaining, enhancing, or starting a regular 
devotional life.  The two central components 
of a devotional life are praying and reading the 
scriptures.  I encourage you to consider doing 
devotions on a daily, or near daily, basis with 
the exception being the days when you are here 
for worship services.  It is my hope and prayer 
as we, through the power of the Spirit, grow 
our devotional lives and pray regularly and 
spontaneously as a people, that we will be better 
grounded in Christ and eager to give of our time, 
talents, and treasures for the spread of God’s work 
in the world.  Doing so just may greatly enhance 
the ministry and mission of the church as we work 
together to the glory of God and in the name of 
Jesus.  Also, problems and challenges that we face 
at home, school, or in the workplace will be better 
handled as we prayerfully approach life from an 
ever-growing Christ centered focus.  

In way of encouraging a prayer and a devotional 
life for Grace members and friends, starting this 
October 13 I will be leading a special devotion 
service each  Wednesday   from   12:15 p.m.    to      
12:35 p.m. in the Welcome Center here at the church.  
During this time we will pray, read scripture, and 
enjoy sharing in a devotional exercise together.  
It is hoped that this mid-week prayer break will 
give us an opportunity to thank God for blessings 
received thus far in the week, and the chance to 
pray for God’s guidance and grace throughout the 
remainder of the week.  Another advantage of doing 
this together is that participants learn a model for 
doing daily devotions, either individually or with 
one’s family.  Simply come as you are from home 
or work and enjoy some quality spiritual time in 
the company of your fellow Christians.  All are 
welcome!  



September 20 – Tom Taute passed away 
on August 31 and was laid to rest in a 
celebration of life at the church officiated 
by Pastor Marty.  He was buried with full 
military rites at Red Lion Cemetery.  Tom 
was a core volunteer and he will be missed.

Pastor Dan has made visits to shut-ins in September.  If 
you would like a visit or call, call the church.

Pastoral Acts
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News
On Saturday, 

October 16, we 
will    meet  at  
9:00 a.m. to start 
our annual fall 
clean-up project.  
Most of the work 
will happen 
outside so bring 
your gloves and 
your clippers 
as we will be 
removing all 

annuals, cutting back the perennials, trimming the 
trees and bushes and cleaning up any litter that we 
can find.  If you cannot help outside, there will be 
special projects inside such as dusting in the sanctuary, 
cleaning the chairs in the social room, and  some work 
in the kitchen.  As we look forward to the changes in 
our worship spaces, it would be so nice to have the 
spaces sparkling clean for the congregation and guests 
to enjoy.  Please mark your calendar so that you can 
help to take care of God’s house.

FALL CLEAN-UP

125TH ANNIVERSARY
Our 125th Anniversary Booklet is available to all 

members to look through and see all that Grace Church 
has done in the last 25 years.  If interested please sign 
on the sheet in the welcome area or call Janet Murphy 
or Keith McCleary.

Below are the highlights of the 
September (9/9/21) council meeting:

· The Call Committee is finishing their Ministry Site
  Profile (MSP) update, the next steps include 
  reviewing with Synod and Council.
· The block building should be coming down in the 
  next month (early October).

· Pastor Dan (PDY) is working on a plan for 
  confirmation.
· Most of the equipment for ‘Project One Space’ has 
  arrived at Stage Master’s shop. They plan to
  begin installation the week of 9/20/21.  The target is 
  late October for completion.
· We approved changing the size of Council from 12
  to 9 for 2022.
· We approved moving PDY to full time (from ¾ 
  time) effective 9/10/21.

EDUCATION TEAM 
UPDATE

The Parish Education Team has gathered names of the 
kids that were almost complete with their confirmation 
projects, as well as those that wish to begin the process. 
Pastor Dan will reach out first to the kids that are almost 
complete and help them finish what he feels they need 
to do for confirmation.  Pastor Dan is also working on 
an online option for the kids to begin Confirmation.  
There may still be in person requirements or meetings.  
There is not a definite timeline for this to begin as yet. 

Each Sunday in October, Pastor Dan will be 
presenting a bible study for all ages on the book and 
story of Jonah.  We will meet in the Welcome center and 
begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. for 30 minutes.  We will 
have tables and chairs set up.  Please join the group as 
we learn and discuss in small groups, and rebuild our 
sense of community and fellowship.

If you would like to be a part of the Parish Education 
team we welcome you and your ideas. Please reach 
out to Sharon Hont or Ellen Warntz with your contact 
information. 

GRACEFUL WOMEN
The Graceful Women will 

be meeting   on   October  7   
at    7:00 p.m. in the Welcome 
Center.  Dee Kerr will be 
leading a fingernail painting 
event.  Come join in our version 
of a spa treatment.
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

erma’s inspirations

Halloween on the street
Red Lion’s annual Halloween Trick or Treat will be 

on Sunday, October 31 from 6-8:00 p.m.  In conjunction 
with that, Grace Lutheran will be having a drive-thru 
Trick or Treat following last year’s success.  We will 
need volunteers to help pack the treat bags prior to 
the event, to help cook the hot dogs and wrap them 
on the 31st, and to stay outside to help with the 
delivery of the treats.  If you are interested in any of 
these volunteer opportunities, please let Jack or Ellen 
Warntz know so they can 
give you instructions.  If 
you are unable to volunteer, 
you can also donate money 
to help to pay for the treats 
and hot dogs.  Just mark 
you donation as ‘Halloween  
Support’.  Thanks for all you 
do to support this awesome 
out-reach ministry here at 
Grace.

What’s in the 
display case

Our showcase for October 
contains Bible Verses done in 
colorful calligraphy (beautiful 
handwriting) with playful statues 
and fall leaves.

 
If you have a hobby or a collection 

or display you would like to show 
to the congregation sometime in 
our showcase, please contact Janet 
Murphy, Peggy Ericson, Keith 
McCleary or Pat Mummert.

For the month of October, 
we are reading The Guest 
List by Lucy Foley.  
Goodreads.com has this to 
say about the book:

The bride ‧ The plus 
one ‧ The best man ‧ The 

wedding planner ‧ The bridesmaid ‧ The body...

On an island off the coast of Ireland, guests gather 
to celebrate two people joining their lives together as 
one. The groom: handsome and charming, a rising 
television star. The bride: smart and ambitious, a 
magazine publisher. It’s a wedding for a magazine, or 
for a celebrity: the designer dress, the remote location, 
the luxe party favors, the boutique whiskey. The cell 
phone service may be spotty and the waves may be 
rough, but every detail has been expertly planned and 
will be expertly executed.

But perfection is for plans, and people are all too 
human. As the champagne is popped and the festivities 
begin, resentments and petty jealousies begin to 
mingle with the reminiscences and well wishes. The 
groomsmen begin the drinking game from their 
school days. The bridesmaid not-so-accidentally ruins 
her dress. The bride’s oldest (male) friend gives an 
uncomfortably caring toast.
And then someone turns up 
dead. Who didn’t wish the 
happy couple well? And 
perhaps more important, 
why?

 
We will be meeting 

October 21 at 6:30 p.m. If 
you would like to borrow 
a copy of the book and join 
us, please get in touch with 
Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.

Book Club

A Prayer 300 Years Old

O! that mine eyes might closed be
To what concerns me not to see;

That deafness might possess mine ear
To what concerns me not to hear;

That truth my tongue might always tie
From ever speaking foolishly;

That no vain thought might ever rest,
Or be conceived in my breast.

That by each deed and word and thought,
Glory may to my God be brought!

But what are wishes? Lord, mine eye
On Thee is fixed, to Thee I cry;

Wash, Lord, and purify my heart,
And make it clean in every part;

And when ‘tis clean, Lord, keep it, too,
For that is more than I can do.

-Thomas Ellwood, A.D. 1639
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The Stewardship guy
A harvest of sufficiency, contentment, and 

generosity
When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to 
the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of 
your harvest.  Do not go over your vineyard a second 
time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them 
for the poor and the foreigner. I am the Lord your God. 
–Leviticus19:9-10

“What I earn is mine, ALL mine, to do with what I 
want.” That’s the message our culture tells us again 
and again. Yet the Leviticus 19:9-10 clearly tells us that 
the “mine, all mine” attituded existed some 2,500 years 
ago as well. It’s hard-wired into us.

Our sinful human nature leads us to claim all we can 
for ourselves, which is why for thousands of years 
and up to the present God has called faithful people 
to live a better way. In this passage, “the Lord your 
God” instructs farmers and vintners to harvest only 
once, and not to the very edges of their land, and to 
leave the remnants of the harvest to the poor and the 
foreigner – people on the margins scavenging for their 
daily bread.

The teaching encourages landowners to find 
sufficiency in their first harvest, to be content that their 
needs are met, and then be generous with what is left 
over. Today, Leviticus 19:9-10 challenges us whose 
“harvests” of income are more than sufficient to satisfy 
our immediate needs. Do we have to take it all? What 
can we give for the needy?

In this traditional season of harvest, what blessings can 
you count from the last year? (Take a few minutes to 
prayerfully consider this, and make a list). Does your 
harvest more than adequately meet your needs?

Now prayerfully consider how much you can 
generously “leave” for the needy? Consider this in 
making a year-end contribution to your congregation, 
or in determining a pledge for 2022.

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor 
Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.
thestewardshipguy.com.

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Lutheran 
Camping 

The following events are 
happening at the Lutheran 
Camps for the month of 
October:

 
October 3 from 3-5:30 p.m. 

at Kirchenwald:  Capture the Flag Spectacular - Review 
your camp map, paint your face, and practice your 
cone zone celebration dance. Invite your friends and 
family (parents, too) to join you in this CTF summer 
reunion event. Play alongside familiar faces from your 
week at camp, plus campers from every other week of 
the summer. Campfire worship to follow.

 
October 5-7 at Nawakwa:  Adult Study Retreat - 

This mid-week retreat begins Tuesday morning and 
ends with lunch on Thursday. Lodging in Zinn-Tozer 
Lodge.

 
October 24  Fall Folliage Day at both Nawakwa and 

Kirchenwald from 1-6:00 p.m. - Return to camp for the 
afternoon to enjoy fall activities, worship, and a picnic 
supper. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet up 
with old friends or introduce new folks to camp. An 
evening meal is included.

 
If you would like more information about 

these events, go to the website:  https://www.
lutherancamping.org/upcoming-events/, drop an 
email:  lcc@lutherancamping.org, or call 717-677-8211.
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Wedding Anniversaries

October Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

Octobers’s flowers:

November’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

02-Eric & Diana Smith	
08-William & Sharon Stein		
10-Samuel & Jeanne Laucks II	
11-Brett & Susan Hammers	
12-Sami & Kirt Peters	
14-Edward & Daune Hartman	
20-Chris & Doris Golden	
24-Joe & Lorann Jacobs	
27-Drew & Robin Walker	
29-Vincent & Angie Kicas	
29-Thomas & Jennifer Kuhn

01-Doris Douglas	
02-Julia Kinard	
02-Amy Steinke Fleming	
08-Beth Hollingworth	
08-Regina Thompson	
09-Jeffrey Barker	
09-Jana Shoffner	
16-Kelly Anderson	
17-Mark Stanley	
18-Jennifer Rudolf	
19-Regan Flory	
23-Linda Dennish	
23-Ally Warntz	
25-Dayne Bailey	
25-David Laucks	
29-Lisa Germick	
29-Germar Rudolf	
30-Melisa Brown	
30-JoHanna Shaffer

03- In memory of our grandmothers, Doris
      Workinger & Dollie Miller,by 
      Samantha & Dylan Miller
10- In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Augustus 
      Neiman, Mr. & Mrs. Woodrow Fix 
      & Mr. & Mrs. Wiley Flinchbaugh by
      the Flinchbaugh & Fix families
    -The pedestal flowers are in memory of 
      the deceased loved ones by Ed 
      Dellinger and family
17- In memory of mother & grandmother
      Gloria Reider  in heaven from Dee, 
      Tom, Krista & Lillie
24- In memory of husband Phillip Douglas
     & son-in-law Allen May by Doris Douglas

07- In memory of Sterling& Arlene Smith 
       by Tom Smith & Family
14- In memory of mother,Loretta Jackson, 
       by Wendy Mummert
21- In memory of Peggy Keener, Linda 
      Yelle, Luther and Margaret Curran &
      Jacob & Ruth Keener by Jay Keener &
      family 
28- In loving memory of Bernice Jacobs by 
      the family

Please join Priscilla Turek and Sharon Hont on October 
10 from 2-4:00 p.m. for an afternoon of fall crafting.  
We will have the supplies ready for this door sign/
wall hanging craft.  (Example pictures are included 
in the notice).  The cost to make the sign is $20 each 
and can be in cash (exact change) or a check made to 
‘Grace Lutheran’.  Your sign will be a combination of 
circuit vinyl, or stencil, ribbons and sunflowers.  We 
look forward to hosting a small, well-spaced activity 
that brings us together in fun and fellowship.  Please 
sign up as spots/signs are 
limited so please commit 
to yours early.  This is 
not designed for small 
children but if you are 
brining some with you, 
just let us know.  A sign-
up sheet is located in the 
Welcome Center.

Door Sign Craft Event
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