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From the Pastor’s Desk:  
Remember Your Three “T’s”

“This is the day 
that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.”  I 
shared this favorite 
verse of mine from 
Psalm 118:24 with 
you in last month’s 
Beacon.  Another 
one of my favorites 
is Psalm 24:1: “The 
earth is the Lord’s 
and all that is in it, 
the world and those 
who dwell therein.“  
In my own journey of 
discipleship, I find it 
to be comforting and 
reassuring knowing that our God is our all in all.  All 
that we are and all that we have comes from God.  This, 
of course, has significant stewardship implications.  
To be sure, stewardship is not just about paying the 
church’s bills.  It is also not just about giving of our 
time and talents to enhance the church’s programs.  
It is about using all that God has given us faithfully, 
generously, and wisely.  We are stewards, or caretakers, 
of God’s creation and all that we are and have are gifts 
from God.  In an effort to be faithful stewards, let us 
always look at the scriptures for help in understanding 
who we are, what we are called to be, and to whom we 
(and all that we have) belong.  Giving comes easier and 
is even exciting when we focus first on our awesome 
God.  

As we are faithful stewards, we are generous people 
that give abundantly of our time, talents, and treasures 
(our three “T’s” as I like to call them).  We give joyfully as 
we realize and contemplate how richly blessed we are 
as a people.  Stewardship really is an exciting venture 
for us Christians.  We are blessed with the time, talents, 
and treasures with which God has entrusted us.  We 
give to support the spread of God’s work in the world.  
Financially speaking, we give offerings to the Lord 
who has created, redeemed, and sanctified us – to the 
one from whom we received everything we have in life.  
As we know from the scriptures, ours is a God of love.  
May that be the prime motivating factor in the giving of 
our finances to the church.  Sure, give recognizing that 
the church is an institution in a monetary society that 

has many expenses 
to pay.  Sure, give 
because the Bible 
stresses tithing.  But 
contemplate your 
blessings and God’s 
wondrous love for 
you; and return 
to God a growing 
portion of what God 
has first given you, 
knowing that your 
offerings are helping 
proclaim the gospel 
in this world.  When 
we give lovingly 
and gratefully 
we find ourselves 

appreciating God’s blessings all the more.  

I encourage all of us to meditate on God’s blessings 
to us and to then give joyfully, not just to help Grace 
meet its expenses, but to thank and praise God.  All the 
while we are helping spread God’s work in the world 
and we are growing spiritually.  What can be better 
than that? 
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News

Pastoral Acts

Council Board for 2022 is 
Announced

We thank the following members who volunteered 
to serve on the church council for 2022.  Those 
members are:  Scott Hildebrand, President; Joe Turek, 
Vice President; Riley Bowles, Secretary; and Suzane 
Yendall, Treasurer. The installation of officers will take 
place on February 6.

The January church council meeting was moved to the 
20th of January to accommodate conflicting schedules.  
We discussed 2021 and what was accomplished.

A Year in Review

2021 highlights included advancing these key 
ministries/projects:

1.     OneSpace
2.     Block Building
3.     Food Pantry transition
4.     Halloween on the Streets
5.     Onboarding Pastor Dan! (PDY)
6.     Sunday School is resurrected
7.     Replacing the refrigerator/freezer in the kitchen
8.     Weekly devotion
9.     The Call Committee was formed and is 
        reviewing profiles now!

COVID, CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
CONNECTIONS!  

A letter from the council
While the COVID variants attacked the whole world, 

they definitely affected the once healthy congregation 
of Grace Lutheran.  Initially, we were forced to begin 
mitigation measures such as masking, social distancing 
and multiple sanitizing techniques.  Eventually, 
however, we were forced to close our doors and move 
to virtual services on Zoom.  While Zoom broadcasts 
were not always ideal, they did provide a way for all 
members to watch and hear both Spirit Cellar and 
Traditional services in the comfort of their own home.  
This technological approach caused us to realize 
that we were seriously underserved by our existing 
equipment.  At a special congregational meeting we 
voted to make some changes. The proposed solution 
was to purchase up-to-date equipment that allowed 
us to stream services without problems.  At that same 
meeting, voters approved moving Spirit Cellar to the 
sanctuary where both groups now share the space and 
equipment.

Moving away from in-person attendance has 
definitely affected the contributions that normally help 
to support the financial responsibilities of our church.  
To add to that problem, over half of our members have 
not picked up their envelopes for 2021 and now 2022!  
As you know, the cost of staffing, electricity, heat and 
water still continue even if your tithe is not being given.  
A solution to the current concern is for you to sign up 
for on-line automatic deductions or to simply mail 
your check to the church with your envelope number 
noted there.  It is not required that you use your church 
envelope to donate.

The most damaging aspect of the virus has been 
the loss of connection with each other.  Even if we 
are together at church, we are hidden behind masks, 
we are not passing the peace or reaching out to hug 
each other.  The isolation has been hard on everyone 
but especially for those who were homebound even 
before the pandemic.  If you would like to reach out to 
members, open your church directory and pick a name 
to send a card or give a call.  Put yourself in their place 
and rise to the challenge.

As we look ahead to the rest of 2022, we at Grace 
have a big job ahead of us.  First, we have to fight the 
virus to the best of our ability in order to protect all of 
us.  If that means wearing a mask or socially distancing 
then that is what we must do.  Secondly, we need to 
support the church by making sure our donations are 
regularly given by on-line or mail.  Lastly, we must 
stay connected with each other.  Pastor Dan has been 
setting a wonderful example as he continues to visit 
our shut-ins and others who are in need of a personal 
visit.  God has blessed us with great leaders and 
members but we must give our energy, talent, prayers 
and wealth to the church with consistency.  So, let us 
put on our Christian armor and join the battle to defeat 
the power of COVID, to provide financial support for 
the endeavor and to emotionally support our fellow 
comrades.

Come one and all to study Paul’s Letter to the 
Galatians on Sundays from 10 - 10:30 a.m. in the 
Welcome Center.  Pastor Dan will lead the study of this 
New Testament book through the month of February.  

New Sunday School 
Class

Pastor Dan continues to do shut-in visits 
and calls.
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

erma’s inspirations

We are reading Leaving 
Time by Jodi Piccault.  
Goodreads.com has this to 
say about the book:

For more than a decade, 
Jenna Metcalf has never 
stopped thinking about 
her mother, Alice, who 

mysteriously disappeared in the wake of a tragic 
accident. Refusing to believe she was abandoned, Jenna 
searches for her mother regularly online and pores 
over the pages of Alice’s old journals. A scientist who 
studied grief among elephants, Alice wrote mostly of 
her research among the animals she loved, yet Jenna 
hopes the entries will provide a clue to her mother’s 
whereabouts.

As Jenna’s memories dovetail with the events in her 
mother’s journals, the story races to a mesmerizing 
finish.

Our meeting is every 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Welcome Center (Weather 
Permitting).  If you would like a 
copy of the book, please see Geri 
Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.  We have an 
arrangement with the York County 
Library System that allows us to 
borrow the books.  If you love 
reading, and chatting about books, 
come join us!

Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Honor Your Loved Ones with 
Flowers

Every week we enjoy lovely floral arrangements 
in the Sanctuary as part of the service.  You can help 
with the costs and honor loved ones.  There are several 
dates available in the calendar year for sponsorship.  
An added benefit is that you get to keep the flowers 
after services are over, and spread the joy even further.  
The open dates are:  March 20, May 23 and 29, June 26, 
July 17 and 31, August 14 and 21, Sept 18, October 23 
and 30, November 13, December 4 and 24, and January 
1, 2023

I’ve learned that 
people will forget 
what you said, 
people will forget 
what you did, but 
people will never 
forget how you 
made them feel.

-May Angelou
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Wedding Anniversaries

February 
Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

February’s flowers:

March’s flowers:

The BeaconThe Beacon is brought to you by: is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff WriterChris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Dee Kerr, ProofreaderDee Kerr, Proofreader
Ellen Warntz, Staff Writer/ProofreaderEllen Warntz, Staff Writer/Proofreader

06 - In memory of Ian McCleary by 
        the family
13 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by 
        the family
20 - In memory of David Grim by 
        Erma Grim & family
27 - In memory of Peggy Keener by 
        the Keener Family

06 - In memory of Mary E. Rhine & 
        Mr &Mrs C Richard Rhine
13 - In honor of our children 
       Ryan, Emily & their spouses 
       & our grandchildren by the 
       Strobeck family
20 - To the glory of God 
27 - In memory of the deceased 
       members of the Fishel Family by
       Dee Bowles & family

OUR VALENTINE CABINET

There are always events at 
our Lutheran Camps.  For the 
month of February, we have 
this:

Winter Fun Day:  February 
20 from 1- 6:00 p.m. at 
Kirchenwald.  Bring your 

family or youth group and enjoy an afternoon on 
Kirchenwald’s award-winning toboggan run, ice-
skating on the lake, or drinking hot chocolate in the 
lodge.

Lutheran Camping 

What’s In the Display Case

Do you remember the Valentine box?
Back in the old school days,

How it would bring such happiness
And yet in so many ways.

Yes, you remember the Valentine box
Back in the old school days,

And now you can cherish its memories
With joy in many more ways.

HAPPY VALENTINE DAY!

06 - Leif & Peggy Ericson
15 - Wesley & Malissa Smith
18 - John & Sandra Fishel
27 - Carolyn & Michael Noll

01 – Kailyn Bennett
02 – Audrey Mae Johnston
03 – Maggie Holroyd
04 – Stephen Germick
05 – Kelsey Shaffer
07 – Vickie Grove
08 – Abby Kuhn
09 – Jeremy Heiss
11 - Georgia Buckingham
12 - Oliver Hanzlik
13 – Camden Manahan
14 – Cohen Manahan
14 – Madison Shaffer
14 – Barbara Slavinski
15 – Madison Webster
17 – Ferne Arnold
17 – Olivia Kicas
18 – Elaina Rudolf
19 - Olivia Benner
19 – Tina Miller
19 - Deborah Sipe
21 – Barbara Hartman
22 – Robin Bennett
24 – Donald Anderson
25 – Wesley Mummert
25 – Natalie Rudolf
25 - Mark Turek
26 – Patsy Mummert
27 - Benjamin Kuhn
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