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THAT'S A GREAT QUESTION: WHO DO YOU THINK JESUS CHRIST WAS?
JOHN 1:1-3, 14:6, COLOSSIANS 1:16-17, PHILIPPIANS 2:6-8, ISAIAH 53:4—9, HEBREWS 4:14-15,
1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-6, ACTS 4:12 * 7/19/2026

MAIN POINT

Jesus Christ is not merely a moral teacher, prophet, or religious figure—He is understood as the
eternal Son of God, the promised Messiah, and the Savior of the world, fully God and fully man.

INTRODUCTION

When people in your culture talk about Jesus, what are some of the different
views you hear?

If you had to describe Jesus in one sentence, what would you say right now?

UNDERSTANDING
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 1:1-3 AND COLOSSIANS 1:16-17

What do these passages teach about Jesus’ identity before His birth in
Bethlehem?

Why is it significant that Jesus is described as the Creator of all things?
What does it mean that “the Word became flesh”?

How does the idea that Jesus is God challenge or deepen your understanding of
Him?

John 1:1—3 teaches that Jesus (the Word) is eternal, is God, and is the active agent of creation. John
opens his Gospel by saying that “the Word” existed before all things, was in relationship with God,
and fully shared the nature of God. Nothing in all creation came into existence apart from Him. This
establishes Jesus not as a created being, but as the divine Creator who was present and active from
the beginning.

Colossians 1:16—17 reinforces and expands this truth by declaring that all things were created by
Jesus, through Jesus, and for Jesus. Paul emphasizes that every realm of existence—visible and
invisible, earthly and spiritual —owes its origin to Christ. Not only is He the Creator, but He is also the
sustaining power of the universe; in Him all things “hold together.” This means Jesus is not only the
source of creation but also the one who maintains its continued existence and order.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PHILIPPIANS 2:6-8
What does this passage teach about Jesus humbling Himself?
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Why is it important that Jesus is both fully God and fully human?

How does Jesus’ humanity help Him relate to our struggles?

How does Jesus’ divinity give Him authority to save?
Philippians 2:6—8 is part of the “Christ Hymn,” an early Christian confession describing Jesus’
humility and obedience in His incarnation and death. It teaches that although Jesus Christ was fully
divine—existing “in the form of God” and possessing full equality with God—He did not cling to His
divine privileges for His own advantage. Instead, He willingly “emptied Himself” by taking on human
nature and becoming a servant. In His humanity, Jesus fully identified with human life, not by losing
His deity, but by adding true humanity to Himself. He humbled Himself further by becoming

obedient to the Father, even to the point of death—and not just any death, but the shameful and
painful death of crucifixion.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ISAIAH 53:4—9

What stands out to you about the picture of the Messiah in Isaiah 53?

How does this Old Testament prophecy point forward to Jesus?

What does it mean that the Messiah would suffer for our sins?

Why is fulfilled prophecy important for understanding who Jesus is?
Isaiah 53:4—9 describes the suffering and substitutionary role of the Servant of the Lord. Though He
is righteous, He bears the grief, sorrow, and punishment that rightly belong to others. People

mistakenly assume His suffering is a sign of God’s judgment against Him, but in reality, He is
suffering on behalf of others.

The passage emphasizes substitution: He is “pierced for our transgressions” and “crushed for our
iniquities.” His suffering brings peace and healing to those who are guilty. Like sheep who have gone
astray, humanity has turned away from God, but the Lord places the iniquity of all people upon this
Servant.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ HEBREWS 4:14-15

Why is it important that Jesus was tempted but did not sin?
How does Jesus’ sinlessness qualify Him to be our Savior?
In what ways does Jesus’ example challenge the way we live?
Hebrews 4:14—15 presents Jesus as the perfect and compassionate High Priest for believers. Because

we have a great High Priest who has ascended into heaven—Jesus, the Son of God—we are called to
hold firmly to our confession of faith.

Unlike human high priests who are limited by sin, Jesus is entirely sinless. Yet He fully understands
human weakness because He was tempted in every way that humans are, but without sin. This means
He is not distant or unaware of human struggle; instead, He is fully able to sympathize with those who
are tempted and suffering.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:3
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Why did Jesus have to die?
What does it mean that Jesus died “for our sins”?
How does the idea of substitution help us understand the cross?

How should the cross shape our understanding of God’s love and justice?

In 1 Corinthians 15:3, Paul summarizes the core message of the Christian gospel that he personally
received and delivered to others. He emphasizes that Christ’s death was not accidental or merely
historical, but something that happened “for our sins”—meaning it was purposeful and redemptive.
Paul also stresses that this message is “of first importance,” highlighting it as the central truth of the
Christian faith. The verse anchors the gospel in the idea that Jesus died in fulfillment of God’s saving
plan, in accordance with the Scriptures.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:4—6

Why is the resurrection central to the Christian faith?
What evidence does Paul give for the resurrection?
What would be the implications if Jesus had not risen?

How does the resurrection give believers hope today?

In 1 Corinthians 15:4—6, Paul continues his summary of the core gospel message by emphasizing not
only Christ’s death but also His burial and resurrection. He states that Jesus was buried, confirming
that His death was real and complete, and that on the third day He was raised from the dead in
accordance with the Scriptures. This resurrection is not symbolic but a historical, bodily event that
fulfills God’s redemptive plan.

Paul then highlights the reliability of the resurrection by noting that the risen Christ appeared to
many witnesses, including Cephas (Peter), the twelve disciples, and more than five hundred believers
at one time, many of whom were still alive when Paul wrote. These eyewitness accounts provide
public, verifiable testimony that Jesus truly rose from the dead.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 14:6 AND ACTS 4:12

What does Jesus mean when He says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life”?
Why is this claim exclusive, and why is it significant?
How should Christians respond to people of other beliefs with truth and love?

How does this truth impact the urgency of sharing the gospel?

In John 14:6, Jesus declares to His disciples that He Himself is the exclusive way to the Father. In
response to Thomas’s question about how to know the way to where Jesus is going, Jesus states that
He is “the way, and the truth, and the life.” This means that access to God is not found through human
effort, religious systems, or alternative paths, but through Jesus alone. He also emphasizes that no
one comes to the Father except through Him, underscoring His unique role as the mediator between
God and humanity.



In Acts 4:12, Peter boldly proclaims before the Jewish leaders that salvation is found in no one else
but Jesus Christ. He explains that there is no other name under heaven given to humanity by which
we must be saved. This statement comes in the context of Peter defending the healing of a lame man
and testifying to the power of Jesus’ resurrection. The verse emphasizes the exclusivity and sufficiency
of Christ for salvation.

APPLICATION

Which truth about Jesus stood out to you most in this study?

How has your understanding of Jesus grown or changed through this
discussion?

What obstacles might prevent people from fully trusting who Jesus is?
What does it look like to follow Jesus as both Savior and Lord in daily life?
Who in your life needs to hear about who Jesus really is?

If Jesus is truly God, Savior, and Lord, what is one step you need to take this
week in response to Him?

PRAYER
COMMENTARY

John 1:1-3

John opens the Gospel of John with a theological “prologue” that intentionally echoes Genesis 1.
Instead of beginning with Jesus’ genealogy or birth, John starts before creation itself to establish who
Jesus is in His eternal identity. These verses form the foundation for everything that follows in the
Gospel: Jesus is not merely a prophet or teacher, but the eternal Word of God who is fully divine and
the agent of creation.

Verse 1 — “In the beginning” - This phrase deliberately echoes Genesis 1:1 (“In the beginning, God
created...”). John is placing Jesus (the Word) before time, space, and creation. This is not the
beginning of Jesus’ existence, but the beginning of all created reality.

“was the Word” (Greek: Logos) -The term Logos carries rich meaning: In Jewish thought: God’s
active, creative self-expression. In Greek philosophy: reason or ordering principle of the universe.
John transforms both ideas and identifies the Logos as a personal, divine being, not an abstract force.

“and the Word was with God” - This indicates distinction of persons. The Word is not identical to the
Father in personhood, yet exists in intimate relationship with Him. This reflects an early foundation
of Trinitarian understanding: distinction without separation.

“and the Word was God” - This is a direct affirmation of full deity. The Word is not a lesser divine
being but fully God in essence and nature. The construction emphasizes identity of nature, not mere
similarity.

Key theological tension held together in this verse: Distinction (“with God”) and Equality (“was God”).
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Verse 2 — “He was in the beginning with God”- This verse reinforces and summarizes verse 1: “He”
clarifies the personal identity of the Word. The repetition emphasizes eternal preexistence and
relational communion within the Godhead. The point is that the Word did not come into existence at
creation but already existed in eternal fellowship with God.

Verse 3 — “All things” - This is absolute language. Nothing in creation is excluded: physical universe,
spiritual realm, and time and matter itself.

“were made through him” - The Word is the agent of creation, not a created being. God the Father is
the source. The Word is the mediating agent. Creation is the result of divine action through the Word.

This aligns with: Genesis 1 (“And God said...”) Colossians 1:16 (“all things were created through him
and for him”), and Hebrews 1:2 “and without him was not any thing made that was made”. This is a
double emphasis (positive and negative) to remove all ambiguity: Everything created came through
the Word and Nothing created exists apart from Him. This excludes the idea that Jesus is part of
creation. Instead, He stands outside and above creation as Creator Himself.

Colossians 1:16—17

Colossians was written by Paul to a church facing pressure from false teachings that diminished the
supremacy and sufficiency of Christ. In 1:15—20, Paul presents a majestic “Christ hymn” emphasizing
Jesus’ supremacy over creation and redemption. Verses 16—17 specifically focus on Christ’s role as
Creator and Sustainer of all things, grounding His absolute authority.

Verse 16 — “For by him”- The phrase indicates Christ as the agent of creation. The Father is the
ultimate source, but the Son is the mediating means through whom creation comes into being.

This aligns with: John 1:3 (“all things were made through him”) and Hebrews 1:2 (“through whom
also he created the world”). It emphasizes Christ’s active involvement in creation, not as a creature
but as Creator.

“all things were created” - Paul uses comprehensive language to stress totality: Nothing in existence is
excluded. Creation includes both visible and invisible realities. This affirms Christ’s authority over:
physical universe, spiritual realm, and earthly and heavenly powers.

“in heaven and on earth” - This phrase expands the scope: “heaven” = spiritual realm, angelic beings,
unseen powers. “earth” = material creation, human and physical world. Christ’s lordship extends over
all realms of existence.

“visible and invisible”- Paul further clarifies that Christ’s creative work includes both: what can be
seen (matter, nature, humanity) and what cannot be seen (spiritual beings, authorities). This directly
addresses Colossian concerns about spiritual intermediaries, showing that no created spiritual power
is equal to Christ.

“whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities”- This refers to structured ranks of spiritual
powers: likely angelic or demonic hierarchies or political /spiritual authority structures. Paul’s point:
Every form of power—spiritual or earthly—is created by Christ and therefore subordinate to Him.

“all things were created through him and for him”- This verse contains two key prepositions: “through
him” — Christ is the means of creation (agency) and “for him” — Christ is the goal or purpose of
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creation (teleology). This means: Creation originates through Christ’s power, Creation exists
ultimately for Christ’s glory, and Christ is both source and purpose of all reality.

Verse 17 — “And he is” - The present tense emphasizes ongoing existence: Christ continues to exist
eternally. His existence is not limited to time.

“before all things”- This affirms Christ’s preexistence: He exists prior to all created reality. He is not
part of creation but prior to it. This reinforces His deity and eternal nature.

“and in him all things hold together” - This is a profound statement of sustaining power. “hold
together” (synistemi) Means: to cohere, to maintain order, and to sustain unity and stability. Paul
teaches that Christ is not only Creator but also: Sustainer of physical laws and Upholder of cosmic
order. The one who prevents creation from collapsing into chaos. Without Christ: the universe would
lose coherence and existence itself. This parallels: Hebrews 1:3 — “upholds the universe by the word
of his power”.

Philippians 2:6—8

This is part of what is often called the “Christ Hymn” (Philippians 2:6—11), an early Christian
confession that Paul uses to illustrate humility and unity within the church. The immediate context
(2:1—5) calls believers to selfless humility modeled after Christ. Verses 6—8 ground that ethical
exhortation in the incarnation and obedience of Jesus Christ.

Verse 6 — “who” - Refers directly to Christ Jesus (2:5), establishing Him as the subject of the hymn.

“though he was in the form of God” (Greek: morphe Theou) - The term morphe refers to the true
nature or essence expressed outwardly. Paul is affirming that Christ possessed: full divine status, true
deity, not merely appearance. This is a strong affirmation of Christ’s preexistence and deity.

“did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped”- The phrase can be understood as: not
exploiting or clinging to divine privileges for selfish advantage. Christ did not treat His divine status
as something to be used for personal gain. He did not assert His rights in a self-serving way. Instead
of grasping, He gives.

Verse 7 — “but emptied himself...” - “but emptied himself” (Greek: ekenosen). This does not mean
Jesus ceased to be God or lost divine attributes. Rather, it means: He voluntarily relinquished the

independent use of His divine privileges. He took on a posture of humility and self-limitation. The
“emptying” is explained by what follows: taking the form of a servant.

“taking the form of a servant” (morphe doulou) - This parallels “form of God” in verse 6. morphée
Theou — full divine nature. morphe doulou — full human servanthood. Christ adds humanity without
subtracting deity. This is the doctrine of the incarnation: fully God and fully man.

“being born in the likeness of men”- “Likeness” (homoioma) emphasizes: genuine human nature and
real identification with humanity. Jesus truly enters human existence: physical body, human
limitations, and lived experience. Yet without sin (cf. Heb. 4:15).

Verse 8 — “being found in human form” - The term schéma emphasizes outward appearance and
condition: Jesus was recognized as truly human in every observable way.



“he humbled himself” - This is the key ethical and theological movement of the passage: voluntary
self-lowering, active obedience, not passive circumstance. Humility is not imposed on Christ; He
chooses it.

“by becoming obedient to the point of death”- Christ’s humility is expressed in obedience to the
Father: His entire life is characterized by submission to God’s will and climaxing in death. This
echoes: John 6:38 — doing the Father’s will and Isaiah 53 — suffering Servant imagery.

“even death on a cross”- This specifies the most shameful and painful form of execution in the Roman
world: crucifixion was associated with humiliation, curse, and public disgrace. Paul emphasizes: not
just death but the lowest possible form of death. This highlights the depth of Christ’s humility and
love.

Isaiah 53:4—6

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 is the fourth “Servant Song” and one of the clearest Old Testament passages
describing a suffering figure who brings salvation to others. Isaiah 53:4—6 forms the heart of the
doctrine of substitutionary atonement, showing that the Servant suffers not for His own sin, but for
the sins of others. The passage is written in poetic form, using parallelism and vivid imagery to
emphasize both human misunderstanding and divine purpose.

Verse 4 — “Surely” (emphatic) - The Hebrew term ("aken) expresses strong certainty. The prophet
corrects a misunderstanding about the Servant’s suffering.

“he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”- The verbs “borne” (nasa’) and “carried” (sabal)
imply: taking up, carrying a burden, and bearing responsibility. The “griefs” and “sorrows” refer not
merely to physical suffering but the effects of sin in human life. The Servant is not merely
sympathetic—He is substitutionary.

“yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted”- Human perception misinterprets the
Servant’s suffering: “stricken” = struck down, “smitten by God” = presumed divine judgment, and
“afflicted” = humiliated or oppressed. The people assume: He is suffering because God is punishing
Him. But the prophecy will correct this misunderstanding.

Verse 5 — “But” - A sharp contrast: the true meaning of His suffering is now revealed.

“pierced for our transgressions” - “Pierced” (chalal) implies violent injury, often fatal. The key phrase
“for our” indicates: substitution and representation.

“Transgressions” are deliberate violations of God’s law. The Servant suffers in place of sinners.

“crushed for our iniquities”- “Crushed” intensifies the suffering: severe affliction and overwhelming
burden.

“Iniquities” refers to deep moral corruption and guilt. Together, the parallel lines emphasize: His
suffering corresponds directly to human sin.

“upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace”- “Chastisement” (musar) refers to corrective
punishment. Result: “peace” (shalom) = reconciliation, wholeness, restored relationship with God.
The Servant’s suffering produces objective reconciliation between God and humanity.
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“and with his wounds we are healed”- “Wounds” (chabburah) refers to physical bruising or scourging.

“Healed” is metaphorical: restoration from the effects of sin, spiritual and relational restoration with
God. This is not merely physical healing but comprehensive salvation.

Verse 6 — “All we” -Universal language: no one is exempt and humanity is collectively guilty.

“like sheep have gone astray” - Sheep imagery emphasizes: vulnerability, foolish wandering, and
inability to return on their own. This describes human sinfulness as both active rebellion and helpless
wandering.

“we have turned—every one—to his own way”- This clarifies the nature of sin: self-directed living,
rejection of God’s authority, and moral autonomy apart from God. Sin is not only weakness but willful
deviation.

“and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all”’- This is the theological climax of the passage. “the
Lord has laid on him”- God is the active agent: this is not random suffering, it is divinely appointed
substitution.

“the iniquity”- Represents: guilt, moral corruption, and accountability for sin.

“of us all” - Again, universal scope: the Servant bears the sin of humanity collectively. This establishes
the doctrine of: penal substitutionary atonement — the Servant bears the penalty of sin on behalf of
others.

1 Corinthians 15:4—-6

1 Corinthians 15 is Paul’s foundational chapter on the resurrection. The Corinthian church was being
influenced by beliefs that denied or reinterpreted bodily resurrection. Paul responds by reaffirming
the core apostolic gospel tradition he “received” and “delivered” (15:3).

Verses 3—5 form a structured summary of the gospel (“creedal” material), and verses 4—6 specifically
emphasize the burial, resurrection, and eyewitness validation of Christ’s resurrection.

Verse 4 — “that he was buried” - The burial of Jesus serves an important apologetic and theological
function: It confirms Jesus truly died (not swooned or fainted). It anchors the resurrection in real
history: death — burial — resurrection. It fulfills Jewish understanding of death as complete
separation. The burial is not incidental; it is part of the gospel proclamation.

“that he was raised”- The verb is passive (“was raised”), indicating divine action: God the Father raises
the Son (cf. Acts 2:24). The resurrection is not self-generated but an act of divine vindication. This
affirms: bodily resurrection, as historical event, not metaphor or vision.

“on the third day”- This phrase indicates: chronological fulfillment of Jesus’ own predictions (Mark
8:31) and alignment with Old Testament typology (e.g., Jonah 1:17; Hosea 6:2 as thematic parallels).
It underscores: God’s timing, fulfillment “according to the Scriptures” (though Paul does not cite texts
here explicitly in v.4, he assumes scriptural grounding).

“in accordance with the Scriptures” - This phrase shows the resurrection is not random but: foretold
in Scripture and consistent with God’s redemptive plan. Likely background includes: Psalm 16:10 (no
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decay of the Holy One), Isaiah 53:10—11 (servant will see life after suffering), and typological patterns
in the Old Testament.

Verse 5 — “and that he appeared” - The Greek verb (ophthe) implies: being seen in a real, objective
appearance, not a subjective vision only. This emphasizes the physical, witnessed nature of the
resurrection.

“to Cephas” - “Cephas” is Aramaic for Peter: Peter is highlighted as a primary witness. This accords
with Luke 24 and John 21 resurrection appearances. The inclusion of Peter is significant because: he
had denied Jesus yet becomes a restored and foundational witness.

“then to the twelve” - “The twelve” refers to the apostolic group (even though Judas had died, the
designation remained as a collective title). This indicates: official apostolic witness and corporate
confirmation of the resurrection. The resurrection is not based on a single testimony but a community
of appointed witnesses.

Verse 6 — “Then he appeared” - Paul continues the sequence of appearances, reinforcing the
cumulative evidence.

“more than five hundred brothers at one time”- This is a striking apologetic claim: “more than five
hundred” = large-scale eyewitness group. “at one time” = simultaneous experience, not scattered
reports. “brothers” = fellow believers within the early Christian community. This serves two purposes:
Historical credibility — large number of witnesses and Verifiability — many were still alive (“most of
whom are still alive”) in the broader context of the passage (implied in v.6b). Paul effectively invites
scrutiny: “You can check the witnesses.”

John 14:6

John 14 is part of Jesus’ Farewell Discourse (John 13—17), spoken to His disciples on the night before
His crucifixion. The disciples are troubled because Jesus has announced His departure (John 13:33;
14:1). In this setting, Jesus reassures them and explains that His going away is part of God’s plan and
will ultimately bring them to the Father. Thomas asks a practical question in John 14:5: “Lord, we do
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus responds in 14:6 with one of the
most theologically dense statements in the Gospel.

Verse 6 — “I am” - This is emphatic in Greek (ego eimi), echoing the divine “I AM” statements
throughout John (cf. John 8:58). It signals: divine authority, self-revelation of identity, and
exclusivity of claim. Jesus is not merely pointing to a way—He is identifying Himself as the way.

“the way”- “Way” (hodos) refers to: a path or road, a means of access or approach. In this context,
Jesus is saying: He is the exclusive means of access to the Father. This directly answers Thomas’s
question about “the way.” Salvation and access to God are not found in a method but in a person. This
connects to: Hebrews 10:19—20 — Jesus as the new and living way, Acts 4:12 — no other name for
salvation.

“and the truth”- “Truth” (aletheia) in John is not merely factual accuracy but: ultimate reality as
revealed by God, divine revelation embodied in Christ. Jesus is the embodiment of truth because: He
perfectly reveals the Father (John 1:18), His words and works are fully aligned with God’s nature, and
He exposes and overcomes falsehood. This contrasts with the world’s confusion and deception (John

8:44; 17:17).



“and the life”- “Life” (zoe) in John refers to: eternal life, spiritual life from God, and participation in
God’s own life. Jesus is not only the giver of life but life itself: John 1:4 — “In Him was life”, John
11:25 — “I am the resurrection and the life”. Through Him, believers receive: spiritual life now and
eternal life in the future.

“No one” - This is an absolute universal negation: no exceptions and no alternative paths.

“comes to the Father” - The goal of salvation is relational access to God: reconciliation, fellowship,
and eternal communion with the Father.

“except through me”- This establishes exclusive mediation: Jesus alone is the mediator between God
and humanity. No religious system, moral effort, or alternative figure can provide access. This aligns
with: 1 Timothy 2:5 — “one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” Acts 4:12 —
salvation in no other name.

Acts 4:12

Acts 4 occurs shortly after Pentecost and the healing of the lame man at the temple gate (Acts 3).
Peter and John are arrested by the Sanhedrin for preaching in Jesus’ name. In Acts 4:8—12, Peter
delivers a Spirit-filled defense explaining that the miracle was performed through Jesus Christ, whom
the Jewish leaders had rejected but whom God raised from the dead.

Verse 12 is the climactic theological statement of Peter’s defense, summarizing the exclusivity and
sufficiency of Christ for salvation.

Verse 12 — “And there is salvation in no one else...”- “Salvation” (soteria) refers to: deliverance from
sin, reconciliation with God restoration to covenant relationship, and ultimate rescue from judgment.
Peter is not speaking of physical healing (though the context includes healing), but spiritual and
eternal salvation.

“in no one else”- This is an emphatic absolute statement: no other person, no other mediator, and no
alternative source. The phrase directly excludes all competing claims of salvation: religious systems,
human merit, or political or cultural deliverers. The exclusivity is not rhetorical exaggeration but
doctrinal declaration.

“for there is no other name under heaven”- “Name” in biblical usage represents: identity, authority,
character, and power.

“Under heaven” is a Semitic expression meaning:- throughout the entire earth within the scope of
human existence. Thus Peter is saying: There is no other authority or person anywhere in creation
with saving power.

“given among men”- This emphasizes divine initiative: the “name” (authority of Jesus) is given by
God. Salvation is not human discovery but divine gift. The passive implies God as the giver of this
saving name.

“by which we must be saved”- “we must” This indicates necessity, not preference: it is required and it
is unavoidable for salvation.
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“be saved”- Again, salvation refers to: deliverance from sin, justification before God, and restoration
through Christ. The grammar expresses absolute necessity of Christ for salvation.
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