
Prayers from Sunday, August 23, 2026

David, Eric, Jodi, Craig, Gio, Tyler and family, Donna, Ed and Nadia, Elizabeth, Mikey and family, Sandy and family, Flor and family, Madison, 

Rob, Mary and Buck, Alphonso and family, Terry, Bonni, Kathy K., Kevin, and family, Cynthia, Tony, Grace, Debra and Kathleen, Lorraine, 

Wayne, Walt, Suzanne, Suzy, Bill, Patty, Jenny, Suzie, Chadd & Laura, Marybeth & Dean, Monika & Joe, Barbara & Dan, Susan & Charlie, 

Lea, Theresa, Katherine, Deann, Brian, Victoria, Lucy, Heidy, Barbara, Jason, Maria Amelia, Jesse, Wendy.

Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift your prayer requests that were submitted.  Please send your prayer for inclusion 

in the announcements to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org or call  703.671.8557. 

Flower Dedications: The flowers in the sanctuary have been given by Joan Bready in memory of 

her parents.  

Flower Dedications: A white rose has been placed in memory of Dena Chambliss, who died 

on May11, 2026, mother of Necia Chambliss, grandmother to Ava Chambliss.

Service of Prayers for Our Community, Nation, and World: In a time of 

turmoil and anxiety, you’re invited to pause, pray, and find peace at our monthly 

prayer service, held on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 PM in the Chapel.

Our next service will be Wednesday, May 27 at 7 PM in the Chapel. We will offer 

a special prayer for the Ortega family ahead of their asylum hearing on May 28 at 2 

PM. An additional prayer service will also be held on Sunday, May 31 at 10 AM.

Together, we’ll pray for healing, mercy, and hope for our community, nation, and 

world, trusting in the peace of Christ that “transcends all understanding.” Come as 

you are, all are welcome.

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” Wednesday, September 2, 16, and 30 from 10 AM – 12 

PM at Alexandria Pastry Shop. Join her for some coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! She’ll be taking a break for 

July and August. 

Purim: Thanksgiving, Celebration, and Charity: All are invited to join 

us on August 30th in the fellowship hall immediately following our 

10:00AM worship for a Purim Celebration Luncheon.  Purim is a Jewish 

holiday that commemorates the saving of the Jewish people from Haman's 

plot to kill them. In the Jewish tradition, Purim generally has several different 

aspects to it that include a time of Thanksgiving, a time of Celebration, and a 

time of Charity.  As we enjoy a meal of Mediterranean fare together, there will 

also be guided grateful conversations, activities, games, and special guests, 

and a time of giving to others. No RSVP required!

Want to help with the meal? Sign up HERE to brin ga dish to share! 

Annual Chicken BBQ & Yard Sale: The Annual Chicken BBQ and Yard 

Sale will be held on September 12 from 10:30 AM - 2 PM brought to you 

by Fairlington United Methodist Men. Yard sale spaces are a 10 ft x 10 ft space 

on the parking lot with a suggested donation of $20 (collected during the BBQ), 

no pre-registration required. Volunteers Needed: The Fairlington United 

Methodist Men are asking for volunteers to help with set-up, kitchen help, 

grilling, serving, and clean-up. You are invited to help for just a few hours or for 

the whole day. (Volunteer hours are between 6 AM and 5 PM) The proceeds 

from the BBQ provides funds for the Scouts and other community services. For 

information on how you can help, contact Fred Geisler 

fredlgeisler@comcast.net.

Taizé Prayer Service: Join us for our monthly Taizé Prayer Service, a 

peaceful time of candlelight, meditative music, scripture, silence, and prayer 

in the tradition of the Taizé community. Hosted in partnership with Fairlington 

Presbyterian and St. Clement Episcopal Churches, the service will resume 

after our summer break on Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00 PM in the 

Chapel. Following the September service, we will return to our regular 

schedule of gathering on the first Wednesday of each month. All are 

welcome.
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FREE Community Meals Continue – We need your help!: The 

Free Community Lunch we hosted on Veteran's Day was a wonderful 

success and we plan to host a monthly community dinner on Tuesday  

March 10th  from 4:30 to 6:30 pm, but we need your help! Volunteers 

are needed to: help set up, prepare food, greet guests, and help wash up 

at the end. If you would like to support in any capacity please reach out 

to Val Berry at valbarlva@aol.com.

Sunday Night Youth Group is officially starting! Youth Group will be from 5 – 

7 PM on Sundays. Youth Group will typically follow the pattern of gathering, praying 

for the meal, then eating dinner together, breaking into our lesson, small groups 

occasionally, closing prayer, then time in fellowship. Help make Youth Group 

possible! There are two ways to assist with Sunday Night Youth Group. We’re 

looking for volunteers to help lead Youth Group and volunteers to provide dinner. If 

you’re interested, use the sign-up below. Have questions about volunteering? Don’t 

hesitate to reach out to Logan at youth@fairlingtonumc.org. Sign up to volunteer 

HERE!

Half-Time Kids Club: Children are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall for a time of games, activities, 

and hanging out on Sunday mornings (April 12th-May 17th) from 10:30-11:00AM.  Coffee will be available 

for the adults, and plenty of ways for the kids to get engaged.  Questions? Contact Christian at 

christian@fairlingtonumc.org.

Family Dinner Night: Join us on Wednesday, May 6 from 5:45–7:00 PM, 

dinner will be a cookout. Enjoy a great meal and fellowship with your church 

family. The cost is $30 per family or $10 per person (financial assistance 

available). RSVP to Christian at christian@fairlingtonumc.org. 

Leadership Team Update:  Your church Leadership Team is pleased to update the congregation on key issues we are 

addressing so far in 2026 that include creation care, our campus, and finances. Please follow the link to find out more about 

the important work happening at FUMC. 

Ministry to the Community - Monthly Food Ministry Needs: Our partner, 

ALIVE!, helps provide shelf-stable foods and fresh produce for our community. In 

addition to welcoming families and offering groceries, we also provide essential 

items for 55–75 families each month. Donations can be placed in the Narthex or 

Fellowship Hall. Toiletries Needed: Maxipads (rated as 2 & 4 w/ wings), 

Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Deodorant - unscented or neutral, Laundry pods , 

Diapers - sizes 4, 5 and 6, Shaving razors, Regular-sized bar soap, Vaseline

Food/Cooking items Needed: Cooking oil (vegetable, corn, canola...) - 24 oz size, 

Salt & pepper - 2-4 oz "picnic" size. Thank you for your generosity in supporting 

this vital ministry!

Pride Concert: Clarendon UMC (606 N. Irving Street in Arlington) will host a Pride Concert, Dancing with Spirit, 

on Saturday May 30, 2026 at 1PM.  The event will feature their adult and youth handbell ensembles, Chancel 

Choir, and Praise Band.  A free will offering will be collected to benefit Camp Free2Be.

Taizé Prayer Services: Join us for our monthly Taizé Prayer Service on the 

first Wednesday of each month. The next service will be held on Wednesday, 

June 3, at 7 PM in the Chapel. This service is hosted in partnership with 

Fairlington Presbyterian and St. Clement Episcopal Churches. Come, for a time 

time for quiet reflection through candlelight, meditative music, scripture, and 

silence in the tradition of the Taizé community. We will be taking a summer 

break and won’t hold the prayer service in July and August. 

Furniture Delivery Volunteers Needed: Our congregation will be picking up 

and delivering gently used donated furniture with ALIVE! on Saturday, 

September 12 from 7:30 AM - 1 PM. It's a ministry that changes lives. Each 

piece of furniture delivered represents more than just comfort—it offers dignity, 

stability, and hope to families who need it most. CLICK HERE to sign up! 

Help Needed With The Yard Sale September 12: Many thanks to Clint Stretch, Mark Griffin, and Fred Geisler for their outstanding work 

in organizing the Workshop for us!  The trio has found many duplicate tools, a dozen tool boxes, and lots of other treasures that are no longer 

needed at our church.  We would like to offer all of these items for sale at the upcoming Chicken BBQ on Saturday, September 12th. To make 

this happen, WE NEED YOUR HELP!  We will be moving items to parking lot beginning  7am and will offer them for sale until early afternoon.  If 

you can help either moving or selling items, please contact Lana Hurdle (lanahurdle@aol,com).  Thank you in advance for helping!

FUMC Food Mission with ALIVE!: Our next Food Mission Distribution is 

Wednesday, September 16. Volunteers are needed from 4–6:30 PM, and 

community food pickup will take place from 5–6:30 PM. Sign up to volunteer 

through our website or through this LINK. For questions, contact Meg Broadwell 

at meg2mtns@gmail.com or 202-805-2160.

Help Stock Our Toiletries Pantry for our Monthly Food-Toiletries 

Ministry to our Community: Each month, in partnership with ALIVE!, we 

serve 55–60 families/275-300 individuals. FUMC supplements the food items 

from ALIVE! and provides essential hygiene items for our neighbors. Our goal is 

to collect enough for every family and often an additional item for families larger 

than 4 people. To help us know what remaining items we need, we have created 

a way for you to update your contributions on the shared file. Let us know what 

you will contribute here. For ease, many items we need are identified on our 

Amazon Wishlist. Please bring your donations to the narthex. For questions, 

challenges, or suggestions, contact Meg Broadwell at meg2mtns@gmail.com or 

202-805-2160.

September Worship Series – Love One Another: Our September worship 

series, “Love One Another” begins Labor day weekend and concludes with a 

celebratory luncheon on September 27th. Here is an introduction to the series from 

the creator of the resource we are using for the month: “This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” – Jesus (The 

Gospel according to John). The scene is set. Jesus gathers at the table with his 

disciples to break bread and break the news that this is their Last Supper together. 

Alarming fear, bitter betrayal, and tension-laden uncertainty fill the room. In the 

midst of this unsettling moment, the Gospel of John records Jesus’ “famous last 

words.” Central among these was the commandment to love one another. How do 

we survive, or even thrive, in times like these? We put love into action, replacing 

“othering” with “neighboring.”
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Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 

affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 

operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 

atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

Sanctuary Flowers:  Sanctuary flowers will return after Easter! You are invited 

to sponsor a beautiful flower arrangement for worship in memory of a loved one, 

in honor of someone special, or to celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. 

The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you are welcome to take the flowers with you 

after worship. To sign up, please fill out the book in the Narthex or contact the 

church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org

Relational Adult Small Groups: A small group is an opportunity for individuals to grow in their faith and 

relationship with God by spending time with others engaged in conversation, study, service, and 

fellowship.  The hope is that Christian friendship will develop and our love of God will grow. You spend time 

with others talking and hanging out!  There is no curriculum, the groups choose what to do.  You might read 

a book together, or you might reflect on the sermon each week, or you might read scripture together. And, 

we also eat together, play together, and pray together. If you would like to join a small group or would like 

more information, contact Rev. Christian White at christian@fairlingtonumc.org who can help you discern 

which group would be best for you.

Habitat Workdays: Join us each Tuesday from 9:30–11:00 AM in the 

Wilderness Habitat for weekly maintenance and care of this special space. 

Meet in the upper parking lot and help us keep the habitat thriving for all to 

enjoy!

Children & Youth

CHERUB CHOIR: Age 4*– Grade 1 

• Wednesdays 5 – 5:30 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 16

• ** Following the guidelines for VA Public Schools, a child will have 

reached their 4th birthday by Oct. 1. 

CHAPEL CHOIR: Grades 2-8

• Wednesdays 5:30 – 6:15 PM, Room 106

• Begins Wednesday, September 16

THE JOYFUL RINGERS: Grades 2 – Adult

• Beginner/ Intermediate Intergenerational Level Handbells

• Wednesdays, 6:15 – 6:45 PM, Sanctuary

• Begins Wednesday, September 16 

Adult 

CHANCEL CHOIR: Adults & Youth

• Sings during 11 AM Worship Service

• Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM, Room 108

• Begins Thursday, September 10

JUBILATE HANDBELL CHOIR

• Advanced Level Handbells for Adults 

• Rings during 11 AM Worship Service approx. 7-8 times per year 

• Thursdays 6:15 – 7:25 PM, Sanctuary

• Begins Thursday, September 10

Music Ministry: Fairlington UMC 2026 – 2027 Music Ministry 

Opportunities will be starting soon. Check out the Music Ministry 

page on our website for detailed information on all the groups. 

Contact Dr. Louise Wilson for more information: 

Louise@fairlingtonumc.org or text: (703) 963-6722.

Eco-Justice & Faith: Taking Action for Church & World: Join the VAUMC Creation Justice Team on 

Tuesday, September 22 at 7 PM for a conversation on greening our churches and caring for God’s creation. Hear 

from Ann Marie Smith, Green Team Chair at Bethlehem UMC, and Fairlington’s own Anne Wilson, Green Team 

Chair, as they share their experiences leading Green Teams and practical examples of starting and sustaining 

creation care efforts. Come connect, learn, and grow in our shared commitment to eco -justice. Click here to 

register.

Upcoming FUWF Book Discussion: All are invited to join a discussion of The 

Lion Women of Tehran, a novel by Marjan Kamali, on Sunday, September 20 in the 

Fellowship Hall from 1-2 pm, preceded by an optional brown bag lunch. Point of 

contact: Carol Weldon, cweldon2@verizon.net.

Family Fun Day: Join us for Family Fun Day at Burke Lake Park, September 19th! 

Come for the day or the whole weekend (camping available Friday and Saturday 

nights). The day will feature classic park fun—miniature train and carousel rides, 

picnicking, mini-golf and disc golf, ice cream, fishing, biking, boating/canoeing, and a 

stroll on the 4.7-mile lakeside trail. There is something for everyone!  Learn more about 

the park at fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burke-lake.  Questions?  Just ask Christian.  RSVP 

by Sunday, September 13th to Christian at christian@fairlingtonumc.org- he will add 

you to the organizing group!
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Sunday, August 30: Purim Luncheon

Wednesday, September 2: Coffee with the Pastor at Alexandria Pastry Shop

Wednesday, September 9: Tazié Prayer Service 

Saturday, September 12: Annual Chicken BBQ & Yard Sale

Saturday, September 12: Furniture Delivery with ALIVE!

Sunday, September 13: Worship Time Change – 11 AM

Sunday, September 13: Breakfast on the Playground

Wednesday, September 16: Coffee with the Pastor at Alexandria Pastry Shop

Saturday, September 19: Family fun Day at Burke Lake Park 

Sunday, September 20: FUWF Book Discussion

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org

Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org

Youth Minister: Logan Westcott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org

Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp : holly@fairlingtonumc.org

Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie

No Crumbs on the Floor, No Mice at the Door!: We are continuing our pest 

management project, and we remind you that you can do your part:

1. Please consume food only in designated areas, preferably the Fellowship Hall.

2. Clean up thoroughly after you eat- wipe AND sweep please.

3. Eat over containers or napkins but if you drop something, don't just pick it up, clean it 

up!

August Creation Care Pro Tip: Tree planting season (September–March) is 

coming. Now is the time to investigate potential tree sources and planting services, 

including local government, nonprofit foundations, and nursery businesses. Trees pull 

down carbon from the atmosphere and nourish the soil, provide habitat and food for 

birds and other pollinators, and give shade in the summer and allow sun in the winter, 

reducing the need for fossil fuel energy.

No Crumbs on the Floor, No Mice at the Door- Pest Management Campaign 

UPDATE: Thank you for supporting our pest management campaign this summer! The 

Task Force has done good work in reducing the number of rodents in our building.  Also, in 

August, the Task Force has worked with a number of groups to clean out spaces on the first 

floor that were vulnerable for producing living quarters for pests.  And, the Task Force has 

hired a new pest management company, Highland Eco Pest Control, to help us continue to 

control pests in the building.

The Task Force has decided to extend the guidelines of having food only in the Fellowship 

Hall through the end of December. We were advised that continuing this practice through the 

change of weather in the fall could continue to help control pests. Please consume food only 

in the FH and be careful if you are snacking in the hallways or other areas. Thank you!
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