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Dear Family of Faith,
These weeks have been heavy for Minnesota.

Our state has watched grief unfold in real time—families mourning, communities protesting, neighbors
living with fear, and trust wearing thin. In our communities and across the country, we see division,
violence, anxiety, and deep uncertainty. Many carry quiet burdens—grief, exhaustion, fear, and unanswered
questions about the future. Hope can feel fragile.

If we are honest, this is not just happening “out there.” This is our home.
And the church cannot look away.

The prophets of Scripture never did. They spoke when silence was easier. They named injustice when
comfort was tempting. They reminded God’s people that faith is not only about what we believe on Sunday
—it is about how we live, love, and stand with the vulnerable on Monday.

Jesus did not preach from a distance.

...He walked into suffering.

...He touched the wounded.

...He challenged systems that crushed people.

...He refused to let violence, hatred, or fear have the final word.

That is our mission.
We are called to be a community where hope is practiced, not just preached. We are sent to love boldly,
serve generously, speak truth with grace, and show up for neighbors who are hurting. Every prayer offered,

every meal shared, every hand extended, every act of compassion is part of God’s work in the world.

Hope does not mean pretending everything is fine.
Hope means refusing to believe that brokenness is the end of the story.

So we will keep worshiping.

...We will keep serving.

...We will keep welcoming strangers, caring for neighbors, and speaking up when silence would be easier.
...We will keep believing that God is still at work in Minnesota—through ordinary people who dare to live
differently. Let us be a church that does not simply react to the darkness, but actively carries the light of
Christ into it.

In a world that feels divided, let us be a church that shows another way.

Not louder hate.

Not deeper fear.

But stronger love.

That is our mission. That is our calling. That is our hope—rooted in the promise that God is still at work, and
that God uses ordinary people, like us, to bring extraordinary love into the world.

In Christ,
Pastor Alex and Pastor Todd
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A Story About
Generous Hearts

This past fall, the Cultivating Generosity Team centered our
stewardship appeal around the theme “Share Your Heart, Live
Gratefully,” inspired by Jesus’ words in Luke 12:34: “For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” | would like to
share with you a story of a truly generous and grateful heart—
the heart of LaDonna Howell.

When LaDonna first shared her vision for a special gift to St.
John's, her intention was immediately clear. She spoke with
deep conviction about ensuring that no child or young person
would ever be excluded from the life of the church because of
cost. Faith-forming experiences like camps, retreats, and
activities had shaped her own faith and that of her children, and
she wanted future generations to have those same
opportunities—freely and without hesitation.

This gift was deeply personal. LaDonna hoped to honor the
memory of her first husband, Edward, and her children, Marilyn
and Wayne, in a way that reflected faith lived out through care
for others. Establishing what is now the LaDonna Howell Fund
for Children, Youth, and Family Ministry was, for her, an act of
remembrance, hope, and trust in God’s ongoing work. The joy
on her face as she spoke about the young people who would
benefit from this fund is something | will not forget.

Following LaDonna’s passing, her husband, Herschuel,
generously added to the fund in her memory. In that moment,
generosity became something sacred—a living testimony of
love, grief, faith, and confidence in God's work through St.
John's. His extraordinary gift did more than grow the fund; it
carried LaDonna’s spirit forward and ensured that her vision will
bless others for generations to come.

Today, the LaDonna Howell Fund stands as a visible reminder of
what faithful generosity can do. It exists so that when a child
wants to go to camp, a youth longs to attend a retreat, or a
family needs extra support, the church can say, “Yes. You belong
here.” This fund does not replace regular giving or fundraising,
but faithfully steps in when need arises—quietly opening doors
that might otherwise remain closed.

Herschuel's hope is that this gift would also inspire a culture of
generosity at St. John'’s. He invites adults, youth, and children
alike to find creative and meaningful ways to grow the fund
together. My hope is that families will see this as a sacred
opportunity to talk about how God’s blessings flow through us
to bless others, and that children might joyfully practice
generosity by making their own contributions.

| am deeply grateful for LaDonna and Herschuel, and for the
legacy they have entrusted to this congregation. Their
generosity reminds us that our gifts—whatever their size—can
shape lives far beyond our own. In supporting this fund, we
invest in faith formation, belonging, and hope for the next
generation, carrying forward a legacy rooted in love.

Gratefully,
Pastor Todd
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Interested in

becoming a Choir
Anthem Sponsor?

By becoming a Choir Anthem Sponsor, you have the opportunity to
honor or remember someone you love through a $125 donation to
the Chancel Choir. Your gift will be used to purchase a choir anthem,
and each time the anthem is sung, you and your loved ones will be
recognized. If you are interested, please pick up an envelope in the

Q]urch office or contact Pat Nelsen for more information. /

All are welcome to sing in the Hallelujah Chorus Choir
on Easter morning! We will hold one optional rehearsal
on Wednesday, March 25th at 6:45 pm, but
attendance at the rehearsal is not required. Anyone
who knows the Hallelujah Chorus is invited to join us

at the 8:30am Easter worship service to sing. /
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Do you enjoy writing or storytelling?

> We're inviting individuals to contribute
— to our church newsletter by sharing
- their own stories or interviewing others

and shaping those conversations into
meaningful features. If you're interested,
please connect with Emily Combs. The
deadline for the May, June, and July

\ newsletter is Wednesday, April 15th/







