&5 24| St. Peter’s Episcopal Church The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
AR ¢/ Lewes, Delaware October 4, 2026, 10:15 a.m., Holy Eucharist Rite II

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING VOLUNTARY All things bright and beautiful arr. Anna Laura Page (b. 1943)
A HYMN IN PROCESSION Christ is made the sure foundation The Hymnal 1982, # 518

Celebrant Blessed be God: *F Father, Son, and Holy Spitit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

A THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A CANTICLE 20 Glory to God The Hymnal 1982, S 280

A THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant God be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
Yours, O God, is the vineyard and its harvest, yours the kingdom of justice and peace. You
call your people to tend its growth. Bless the work entrusted to our hands, that we may
otfer you an abundance of just works, a rich harvest of peace. We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus.

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an
idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the
LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six
days you shall labour and do all your work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit
adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. When all the people witnessed the thunder and

A Indicates the People stand, as able. b Indicates the People may make the sign of the cross.



lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood
at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or
we will die.”” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put
the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 19 Caeli enarrant
The heavens declare the glory of God, *

and the firmament shows his handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.



SECOND LESSON Philippians 3:4b—14
Reader A reading from the letter to the Philippians.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet
whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain
the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal,
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.

A HYMN Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve The Hymnal 1982, # 546
A GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to
them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
“This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never
read in the scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON The Rev. Jeffrey Ross, Rector

A THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the *
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE by the Rev. Dr. Alfred Day
Deacon Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.
Leader We pray for the church. Like Paul and the Phillipians, you name us beloved and set before

us the goal of new life in Christ. May we move beyond past failures and discover the power
of Jesus’ resurrection, bringing forth the fruits of your Spirit. Awakening God,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader We pray for St. Peter’s Church and those who answer the call to teach your word and way.
Fill their hearts with your Spirit and inspire them to new depths of your truths. Revealing
God,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader Bless and protect the earth and all creatures who dwell therein. We give thanks for those

who have helped us to see your Spirit at work in creation, especially Francis of Assisi. May
we learn and embrace his transformational teaching. Ever-creating God,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader God of every tribe and nation, stir peace in the world’s conflict zones, shelter those who
live within them, and raise up aid workers to turn rubble into new communities. God of the
homeless and hurting,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader The scripture says, “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart. I will recount God’s
wonderful deeds.” (Ps 9:11) God, thank you for the joys and blessings of this life. (Pegple may
offer their thanksgivings.) For your love and goodness, O God,

People We give you thanks.

Leader You made us in your image, Lord. Grant healing and relief to all who are sick and suffering;
especially those on our prayer list and those we now name, silently or aloud. (Pause) Use us
to be part of your saving work. God of hope,

People Hear our prayer.



1 eader

People
Celebrant
Peogple

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints
who have been restored to perfect unity with you " especially ( and) those we now
name, silently or aloud. (Pause) As we grieve their loss, remind us of your mercy in lives
well-lived. Timeless God,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray together in the words of Saint Francis.

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.

A CONFESSION OF SIN

Deacon

Pegple

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept. God of all mercy,

We confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We
have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have
created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus
Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 7 through our Lord Jesus

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

A THE PEACE

Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

BLESSINGS FOR BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Gift of Peace Cynthia Dobrinski (1950-2021)

A PRESENTATION HYMN
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Children are welcome at this altar!
During the anthem, all children are invited to gather in the narthex near the front door. We will then
process forward with the collection and gather around the altar as we share in communion together.

A THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, S 129
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Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-nain the high-est.

Setting: Robert Powell (1932-2025)
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world. 1

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 7 After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of

6



the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” /)

Celebrant Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life in him. Sanctify us also *F that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

A THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

A THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Peogple Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Hymnal 1982, S 163
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Setting: Robert Powell (1932-2025)



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. (Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,)

The Sacrament is distributed at the communion rail; you are welcome to kneel or stand to receive. Please grasp the
chalice at the base and guide it to your lips. Gluten-free wafers are available, please ask the priest if you need one.
Communion is full and complete in either the host or the chalice. If you desire to receive a blessing instead of

communion, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest.

COMMUNION HYMNS When I survey the wondrous cross The Hymnal 1982, # 474
Jesus, all my gladness # 701

COMMISSIONING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  /f present

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those
to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

A POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

A THE BLESSING
A HYMN Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth The Hymnal 1982, # 598

A THE DISMISSAL

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

All are welcome to sit and enjoy the postlude.
If you wish to leave, please do so quietly in respect for others.

CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY Trumpet Tune Arcangelo Corelli (1653—-1713)



Prayer List (names usually stay on for about a month): Sharon Bembry, Sherri Borrin, Nancy Brown,
Barbara Cangiano, Fr. David Canan, Fr. Tom Carlson, Russ Consaul, Ginger Craft, Rebekah Crager,
Suzanne Crager, Carol DeCatur, Angelique Devlin, Patricia Ditmars, Jody Ebert, Ken Ehret, Melissa &
Arline Fleisher, Anna Maria Francis, Pere Yvan Francois, Joe Ganzelli, St., Al Gensch, Paul Goebel,
Anita Gossett, Charles Graham & Ray Myrtle, Bill Granger, Nancy Grasing, Pr. Sterling Green, Maya
Greenblum, Linda Gregory, Norma Jane Henry, Bob, Vernon Huber, Anne and Joe Jasmine, Brian
Jenkins, Fran Kane, Chris Kehoe, John King, Pr. Bob Kriesat, Abraham Leish, Keith Levan, Chuck
Lower, John Martus, Rosanne McConnell, Gibson McDade, D & S, Elizabeth Messick, Wesley Moffett,
Helen Murphy, Fran, Debbie Padgett, Ruby Peters, Anna Petruso, Tom Popovich, Steve Portalupi, Diane
Potter, Joyce Rocko, Janet Ross, Jay Rooney, Pat Schofield, Hugo Seta, Debbie Simms, George Singer,
Ronnie Smith, Nancy Treiber, Rosemary Vasan, Patty Warden, ML, Tom Welch, Marianne Wiedmann,
Sara Wilkinson, Jerry Williams, Ben Zak, Betty Lou, Cait, Joleen, Jaxon, Julie, Kyle, Genevieve, Connie,
Dennis, Jen & Emma, Jesse, Kathy W, Julie B., J.J.K., Matt, Megan, Nashe, Rick, Ron, Roy, S.M., Steven,
Theresa, Tim, Virginia, John, Kathy Deaths:

Altar Flowers Dedication 10:15 Coffee Hour Host
Contact the Parish Office Sign-up Sheet in the Kitchen

David & Kitty Wildes in memory of Jonathan Wildes Jo Holmes-Garcia and Rob & Carol Blye

10:15 a.m. Sunday Servants

Acolyte Lector LEM Ushers Altar Guild
Oct 4 Alannah Dunne & | Jackson Cohen | Annie Freeman & Pat Mowll &
David Scheller-Schuller Bill Carpenter Chris Hoolehan
Oct 11 Harper Myers Carol McNally Rob Blye & Sam & Terri Latini

The Women’s Spirituality Group (WSG) at St. Peter’s generally meets on the first and third Friday of
each month at 10:30 am in the Seminar Room. (In the Parish Hall, across from the restrooms.) For the
fall meetings we have chosen the book The Dance of the Dissident Danghter: A Woman's Journey from Christian
Tradition to the Sacred Feminine—A Personal Story of Spiritual Awakening and Healing, by Sue Monk Kidd
$11.65 in paperback from Amazon. If you have any questions, please contact revflett@gmail.com

Newcomers Welcome Lunch Whether you’re new to St. Peter’s or have been part of our parish for
years, come meet one another and get to know the people who make up our community. We’d love to
have you join us! When: October 25, 2026 immediately following Coffee Hour (about 12:30) in the
Parish Hall. Contact the office to sign up.

The St. Cecilia Music Guild is pleased to announce their next concert. Come join us on Sunday,
October 18th at 3 pm (doors open at 2:30) as we present the Lewes Chamber Players, a concert series
tavorite. As always; this event is free and open to the public thanks to the generous support of our St.

Cecilia Guild donors.




Epworth United Methodist Church and Sussex Help, a volunteer organization dedicated to
supporting immigrant communities, invite you to a powerful community discussion and fundraiser titled
Inside Detention: Real Stories from Immigrants on Wednesday, October 7th, from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. at
Epworth United Methodist Church. The evening will feature a candid conversation between a local
pastor and two men who lived through the experience of being apprehended and detained. Through
these personal narratives attendees will gain a deeper understanding of the challenges and emotional
journeys faced by local immigrant families. You'll have an opportunity to ask them questions.

This event marks the launch of a speaker series sponsored by Sussex Help to foster empathy,
understanding and to create community dialogue, as well as to raise money to support families in crisis
due to detention or deportation of a family provider. Attendees are encouraged (not required) to make
monetary donations and/or to bring donations of Diapers (any size), Similac, Baby wipes, Dried beans
or rice. To learn more about the mission of Sussex Help, to volunteer, or to donate, please go to
www.sussexhelp.org

Vestry Election We will be sending out ballots for the Vestry election with Q3 Giving Statements. Look
for them towards the middle of October. To refresh your memory: to be eligible to vote in a Vestry
Election, you must be a member of St. Peter’s in good standing. To be a member in good standing, you
must “have been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and have been faithful
in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God”, and you must have an
“appropriate entry ... made in the parish register”. (Canon 17, Sec. 4.) If you are unsure of your
membership status, please contact the office.

We have six candidates on the slate for this year’s election; here are their bios and pictures for your
reference. Please read them so that you can make an informed decision when you receive your ballot.

Sandra Jost (please note that this is an updated bio: we inadvertently published an
older version last week!)

I have been active in the church all my life, growing up as a Presbyterian, spending my
8 entire adult life as a Lutheran, and most recently joining St. Peter;s. We moved to Millsboro
over 3 1/2 years ago and quickly found St. Peter’s. Since becoming a member, I have joined
the Bell Choir as well as sung with the summer choir. For the past two summers I have
volunteered with Vacation Bible School. This past year, I assisted my husband with
organizing the Winter Coat Drive and providing the adult choir with a meal between the evening services
at Christmas Eve. Most recently, I volunteered for the Art Show behind the scenes assisting with
multiple mailings and working with the volunteer coordinator as well as volunteering on the day of the
Art Show. I am now stepping up as the Art Show Chair for the coming year. I was born in Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania and moved to Edwards Air Force Base in southern California for middle school. I finished
high school in southern Maryland and completed undergrad at Gettysburg and a masters from Johns
Hopkins University. I met my husband at Gettysburg and have been married for 48 years. I have three
children and 5 grandchildren. I taught classroom, music and technology at the elementary level for 30
years and retired in 2017. In my free time I enjoy scrapbooking, crocheting, sewing, quilting and a variety
of other crafts. I also read and am into family genealogy. But my most favorite activity is traveling, I have
been to 50 states, 6 continents and almost 50 countries with a very long bucket list!!
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Steve Hrybyk

Steve and his wife Beth joined St. Peter’s in 2022 shortly after they moved here from the
Baltimore area. Steve sings as a tenor in the St. Peter’s Choir, volunteers as an Intake
e/ / Coordinator at the Rehoboth Community Resource Center, and volunteers each year at the
annual art show. Steve retired from the Federal Government in 2020 where he worked at

the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services in various roles over 15 years. His last
assighment was in the Office of the Director where he was a facilitator in Performance
Improvement, which included facilitating Strategy Development, Lean and Value Stream mapping, and
Human Centered Design. Prior to that, he worked in Medicaid grant oversight and Federal contract
management and monitored States’ Medicaid program expenditures and demonstration program
evaluations. Steve also worked for the State of Maryland for 22 years where he was the COO at Clifton
T. Perkins Hospital Center in Jessup, MD and began his career in healthcare as a music therapist. His
degrees include a Master of Business Administration and a Bachelor of Arts in Music with certifications
in Music Education and Music Therapy. Steve has a passion for choral music and has been singing
professionally in groups since his college days. He was a tenor soloist for 30 years at St. John’s Episcopal
Western Run Parish in Glyndon, MD and has sung with the Baltimore Opera Chorus, Concert Artists of
Baltimore, the Baltimore Symphony Chorus, Baltimore Choral Arts Society and, most recently, the
Arundel Vocal Arts Society where he served as the president of the Board of Directors for 4 years.

Steve and Beth live in Lewes with their daughter Katie.

Robert Wern

Several years ago, a friend invited me to attend Christmas Mass with him at St. Peter’s. I
had never been to an Episcopal church, but on his recommendation, I decided to go. The
service exceeded my expectations and became a joyful, deeply meaningful experience. I
oy was struck by the church’s intimate beauty and by the parishioners’ warm, welcoming

spirit. The sermon was moving and beautifully delivered, and the choir and music were
exceptional. It was a genuine spiritual experience—the real deal—and I left feeling
peaceful, centered, and uplifted. In the fall of 2024, I began attending St. Peter’s 10:15 Sunday service
regularly as I sought to deepen my spiritual life. I soon realized that St. Peter’s was the right place for me
to discover new and meaningful horizons. Although I have been spiritually grounded and religious since
childhood, I had long yearned for the warmth of a more welcoming community. I sang in church choirs
from an early age and continued through my years at Catholic college. I am now in my twenty-third year
of recovery in AA, and my program draws its strength from continuous contact with my personal God. I
would be lost without that connection. Sustaining it requires action, meditation, and guidance. For that
reason, I have attended biannual spiritual recovery retreats at Cormaria Retreat House in Sag Harbor for
the past 22 years. Earlier this year, I joined St. Peter’s Men’s Spirituality Group, where I connected with
an extraordinary group of spiritually grounded, welcoming, and engaging men. They have become valued
friends. I enjoy our meaningful conversations and look forward to discussing our readings at each
biweekly meeting. Stephen’s Ministry has also drawn my interest, and I hope to join the next group of
trainees early next year. I believe I have much to give, and this commitment speaks directly to my desire
to serve others. Professionally, I am a retired Certified Project Management Professional with
experience in proposal development and bid response management, government acquisition,
procurement and governance, IT systems development, commercial health care delivery in both
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domestic and international settings, and prison health care systems contracting. I am also an
EPA-certified HVAC technician with broad hands-on experience across many aspects of construction.
I feel called to expand my service to this exceptional and unique congregation. Being part of St. Peter’s

has been an ongoing and evolving joy. From my perspective, shaped by a lifetime of spiritual and
scriptural study, St. Peter’s truly delivers. These are the reasons I have decided to serve and run for
Vestry.

William Carpenter

I am a Sussex County native having grown up on a large farm outside of Milton. I was
in the last graduating class from Milton High School and upon graduation attended
the University of Delaware and Delaware Law School. 1 was appointed to the
Delaware Superior Court bench in 1993 by Governor Tom Carper and reappointed in
2005 by Governor Minner and in 2018 by Governor John Carney. I retired in 2023
after serving nearly 30 years on the bench and now do private arbitrations and
mediations. Prior to my appointment to the bench, I held the position of United States Attorney for the
District of Delaware from 1985 to 1993. 1 served in this capacity during the terms of Presidents Reagan,
Bush and Clinton and twice served on the United States Attorney’s Advisory Committee for Attorneys
General Meese, Thornburgh and Reno. I am a 1973 graduate of the University of Delaware with a B.S.
in Economics. From 2000 — 2003 I served on the Board of Directors of the University of Delaware
Alumni Association, and you can call me an avid Blue Hen football and basketball fan. In 2012, I was
honored to be inducted into the University of Delaware Alumni Wall of Fame. In 1976, I graduated
trom Delaware Law School and was recognized in 1986 with the law school’s Outstanding Achievement
Award. In 2008, I received the Adjunct Faculty Distinguished Service Award and in 2014 the law school
honored me with its Distinguished Jurist Award. 1 am a former member of the Rotary Club of
Wilmington, previously served on the Boards of Directors of the Blood Bank of Delaware and the
American Red Cross and was Chair of the Board of Directors of the YMCA of Delaware. I presently
serve on the Board of the Children’s Beach House. I served on the Vestry at the Cathedral Church of St.
John and was a Lay Eucharistic Minister at the Cathedral, Christ Church and now at St. Peter’s. While
we had a home in Lewes for many years, upon retirement, my wife, Marilyn, and I returned full time to
my roots and now live on DeVries Circle in Lewes. We have two children, Richard who lives in Jupiter,

Florida and works in the real estate industry and Allison who lives in Delaware and is a pediatric nurse at
Nemours Hospital for Children. We have two wonderful grandchildren, Luke, 16 and Charlotte, 12.

Sandra Criscimagna

My husband, Ned, and I have been married for 61 years. We have two children,
three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. We moved from Annapolis, MD
to Milton, DE in 2018, and became members of St. Petet’s in 2021. We had been
members of St. Anne’s Episcopal Church in Annapolis for over 30 years, and it took
some time to find our church home in DE. At St. Anne’s I taught Sunday School,
was a member and treasurer for the Childhood Education Committee, served as
Clerk of the Vestry, and was Senior Warden for two terms. I served a 4-year term on the MD Diocesan
Standing Committee, during which I served as Secretary and President. I then served as Fellowship

Team Chairman at St. Anne’s. We managed the kitchen and were responsible for Sunday Fellowship,
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parish picnics and other parish-wide events. Since moving to Delaware, 1 have served as Chairman of
the Invite Welcome Connect IWC) Team for the Diocese of Delaware for 5 years. 1 currently serve as
an usher, a member of the Newcomers Team, and The Property Planning Team at St. Peter’s. If elected,
I look forward to helping St. Peter’s continue its phenomenal growth, bringing in new members,
especially young adults and families, and exploring new ways to serve our members and our wider
community. I am committed to supporting our remarkable music program, our outreach program, and
sustainment of our buildings and grounds.

Scott Samples

Scott began attending services at St. Peter’s in 2018 and was confirmed at St. Peter’s in
2019. He sings in the choir and has played handbells. He also assists at St. Cecilia Guild
events. Scott serves on the altar as a reader and as a chalice bearer. He has been a
volunteer at the Art Show every year since 2018 and he and his husband Jeff co-chaired
the show in 2024 and 2025. In 2022 he accepted an invitation to fill an empty seat on the
vestry. He has been serving as Senior Warden since 2025. Scott was raised Southern

Baptist. During his spiritual journey as an adult Scott has worshiped with many denominations including
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Metropolitan Community Church, and United Church of Christ, before
finally finding a home in the Episcopal Church. Throughout his adult life Scott has served on the
governing bodies of several congregations, including St. John’s/Grace UCC (Catonsville, MD) and
Northside Presbyterian (Ann Arbor, MI). Scott retired in 2020 after 35 years at Army Research Lab in
Adelphi, MD, where he managed contracts for the federal government. He has a Bachelor’s Degree in
Mathematics from Marshall University and a Master’s Degree in Electrical Engineering from the
University of Michigan.

Men’s Breakfast Come join us at 8:30 am on Saturday, October 10th at the Midway Cafe. located in the
Midway shopping center (just a few doors down from the Movies at Midway). Separate checks will be
available. These monthly get-togethers are held on the second Saturday of each month, September
through June. All St. Peter’s men are welcomed to join these informal gatherings, regardless of which
worship services they may usually attend. The breakfasts afford us the opportunity to establish and/or
renew acquaintances, especially as the parish continues to grow. For further information and to RSVP
(always helpful) contact Stu Brahs at sjbrahs@prodigy.net. Please RSVP so we can let the restaurant

know how many there will be.

“A Lively Faith: Welcome to the Episcopal Church” Sundays, October 11, 18 and November 8, 15
9-10 AM in the Seminar Room This Fall, grab a cup of coffee at 9 AM (between the 8:00 and 10:15
AM services) for learning, discussion, and reflection on life in the Episcopal Church. Whether you are
new to St. Peter’s or are a long-time Episcopalian who has some questions, this program is for you! We
will cover a wide range of topics, including: Holy Scriptures, the Book of Common Prayer, Holy Baptism
and Holy Communion, the Creeds, the history and governance of the Episcopal Church, if you are
interested in more deeply exploring your faith, curious about Episcopal worship and how we understand
Holy Scripture, or considering Confirmation or Reception, this program is for you! You do not need to
sign up for the classes—simply show up as you are able! If you have any questions, please contact the
Rev. Kathy Andonian. (kathya@stpeterslewes.org)
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Help Us Fill a Crock Pot with Love

A Special Donation Request from St. Peter’s Heart & Soul Ministry

St. Peter’s Heart & Soul Ministry is reaching out to our generous parishioners with an opportunity to
share God’s love in a very practical way. From October through February, we will be supporting families
at Primeros Pasos by providing 5 new 7-quart crock pots each month—a total of 25 crock pots over five
months.

How You Can Help

We are asking our generous parishioners to consider donating a new 7-quart crock pot. Each month, 5
tamilies will receive a crock pot, along with the ingredients and recipe provided by Heart & Soul Ministry
to prepare a nourishing meal at home. To donate a new 7-quart crock pot, please drop off at Mulberry
St. entrance to the Parish Hall. There will be a container there for you to drop it in.

Questions? Please contact: Deacon Chris+ Heart and Soul Ministry: 302-448-0191 or

chris@stpeterslewes.org, Please know I am grateful and cannot do it without you! Blessings, Deacon
Chris+

A Thanksgiving Gift from Our St. Peter’s Family

As Thanksgiving approaches, St. Peter’s Heart and Soul Ministry is once again asking for the generous
hearts of our parishioners to help bring Thanksgiving joy to the families and children of Primeros Paso.
This year, there are 65 families and 65 children who will receive a Thanksgiving bag. Our hope is to fill
each bag with the makings of a Thanksgiving meal, along with some special treats to remind each family
that they are cared for and remembered.

We are asking our generous parishioners to help us collect 65 portions of each item:

“/ Thanksgiving Meal Items % Baking & Treats

*Stuffing mix *Cookie mixes

*Cornbread mix *Cookies packages

*Instant potatoes *Brownie mix

*Brown or turkey gravy packet or canned *Canned fruit filling

*Canned sweet potatoes *Canned Pumpkin pie filling

*Canned carrots *Pie crust mixes

*Cream of mushroom soup *Prepared graham cracker crusts

*Canned Green beans *Pies

*Dried onions Packet *Cakes

*Canned Cranberry sauce

*Turkey or chicken broth boxed or can .’ Something Special for the Children

Shelf-stable milk carton *Coloring books

*Chocolate milk boxes *Crayons

*Fruit juice — 32 oz. bottles

*Juice boxes for kids &, And We Need...

*Applesauce plastic Jars *05 extra-large gift bags to hold everything
together

Your donation may seem like a simple bag of stuffing, a can of green beans, a brownie mix, or a box of
crayons—but when all of these gifts come together, they become a Thanksgiving celebration for a family.
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We know that our St. Peter’s parishioners have always shown tremendous generosity and compassion
toward those in need. Once again, we are asking you to open your hearts and help us make sure that 65
families and 65 children at Primeros Paso know that their community cares about them this
Thanksgiving,

Every item donated is a gift of love. Every bag filled is a reminder that no family is forgotten.

From all of us at Heart and Soul Ministry, thank you for helping us share the blessings we have received
with others.

Happy Thanksgiving from St. Peter’s Heart and Soul Ministry! We couldn’t do it without you!

Drop off will be on Mulberry St. entrance, side of parish hall, there will be a container there for drop off.
Last date for items is November 8, 2026. Questions: Please contact Deacon Chris+ 302-448-0191 or
chris@stpterslewes.org. Blessings, Deacon Chris+

Calendar

Morning Prayer is offered Monday—Friday at 9:00 am on Facebook

Sunday, October 4
8 am - Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, October 7 (cont.)
3 pm - Holy Eucharist @ The Moorings

10" am - Holy Eucharist
12 pm - Blessing of the Animals

Monday, October 5
11 am - Yoga

1 pm - Yoga

7 pm - AA

7 pm - Parish Nurses

Tuesday, October 6

10 am - Art Strong

Noon - AA

1 pm - STaR Class

4 pm - Beginner Bells

5 pm - Handbell Rehearsal
7 pm - Vestry Meeting

Wednesday, October 7

9> am - Clergy Bible Study

10" am - Centering Prayer

11 am - Staff Meeting

2 pm - Parish Nurses’” Balance Class

4 pm - Holy Eucharist @ The Lodge
5 pm - Stephen Ministry

7 pm - Holy Eucharist

7 pm - AA

Thursday, October 8
9 am - Bible Study

11 am - Yoga

3 pm - STaR Class

7 pm - Choir Rehearsal

Friday, October 9
10 am - Funeral for Mary Shea

Saturday, October 10

8 am - Men’s Breakfast

10 am - Youth & Family Outing
5 pm - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, October 11

8 am - Holy Eucharist

9 am - Newcomer’s Class
10" am - Holy Eucharist
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PASTORAL STAFF, FULL-TIME

Rector
Parish Administrator
Family Ministry & Communications

The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross
Kelley Mallon
Jessica Potter

jross(@stpeterslewes.org
kmallon@stpeterslewes.org
jessica@stpeterslewes.org

Minister of Music  T.]. Thomas tthomas@stpeterslewes.org
Sexton  Rick Jarosh sexton(@stpeterslewes.org
PART-TIME

Priest Associate

Assistant to the Rector
Chaplain to Beebe Hospital
Garden Manager

The Rev. Celeste Cox

celeste@stpeterslewes.org

The Rev. Deacon Chris Miller-Marcin  chris@stpeterslewes.org

The Rev. Deacon Paula Waite
Helen Waite

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
P.O. Box 464

Lewes, DE 19958
(302) 645-8479
stpeterslewes.org
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