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Congratulations to/

Pastors Jerefmy & Christy!

Congratulations to Pastor Jeremy Peters & Pastor Christy Schally for their recognition of
Local Licensed Pastor!

During the most recent Minnesota Annual Conference, held in St. Cloud June 16-18, newly Lisenced Local
Pastors were recognized during the Wednesday evening Celebration of Life in Ministry service. Of the 7 people
receiving this recognition, two of them were from The Grove!

What IS a Local Licensed Pastor?

A local pastor answers God’s call to serve the mission of Jesus Christ through serving a local congregation in The
United Methodist Church. When appointed, the local pastor performs the usual duties of a pastor, including
preaching and teaching; leading in worship and liturgy; receiving new members; performing the sacraments of
baptism and The Lord's Supper; and performing the services of marriage (where state laws allow), burial, and
confirmation. The local pastor’s authority is only within the appointment setting and does not extend beyond it.
Local pastors are not ordained but are licensed to preach and conduct divine worship and perform the duties of
a pastor. They are appointed, but need not make themselves available as itinerant ministers. Local pastors may
also serve in extension ministries settings. They are not elected into membership of the annual conference.

What does this mean for Pastor Christy?

In addition to adding Pastor to her title, Christy can now lead a congregation, administer sacraments including
Holy Communion & perform baptisms, weddings, funerals and confirmations in her Faith UMC: Farmington
community.

But what about Pastor Jeremy? Hasn't he been
doing that for 7 years already?

17 years actually! Pastor Jeremy has had the
appropriate schooling and credentials to be a
LLP, but until Wednesday they were through
another denomination. This recognition simply
has his paperwork changed from “other
denomination” to Methodist. Since coming to
The Grove in 2019, Pastor Jeremy has had the
authority to preach, perform sacraments, give
pastoral care, and love the people of The
Grove. This ceremony was a formality Pastor

2026 NEW LOCAL LICENSED PASTORS, Jeremy has been expecting and has now come
INCLUDING PASTOR JEREMY & PASTOR CHRISTY, o ruits
WITH BISHOP LYNETTE PLAMBECK AT o Truition,
MN ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN ST. CLOUD, 2026
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Family MinistrysU pda,f;:'

This spring we conducted a search for a new Director of Family Ministry and Family Associate, and we
welcomed Kala McRae as our Family Ministry Associate.

After reflecting on the needs of our congregation, the future of family ministry, and our current pool of
applications, we discerned the best path forward was to pursue a different staffing model that will
provide dedicated leadership for both kids and students. This model actually is one we utilized pre-
COVID, with 30 hour a week kid’s ministry director and a 30 hour a week student ministry director.

We are excited to announce that this fall Kala will
expand her role from 10 hours per week to 30 hours
per week and will officially become our Director of
Kid’s Ministry this fall. Kala has brought enthusiasm,
creativity, and a deep love for children and families to
this ministry, and we are thrilled to see her step into
this expanded leadership role. (See page 5 in
previous Dirt about Kala.)

A search for a new Director of Student Ministry
was also successful! Deonté Moses starts with The
Grove on June 29, and will be introduced in
worship on July 12. He was eager to step into
STORM Camp as chaperone from July 12-16. He'll
be busy onboarding in the next few weeks, but feel
free to stop by and offer him encouragement. See
the next page to learn more about him.

We invite your prayers for both Kala and Deonté as
they navigate the transtion and prepare our
programs for the new 2026-2027 ministry year!
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Welcome to Deonte MoSes

New Director ofeStiilent Mlmstry

We are thrilled to announce the hiring of our new
Director of Student Ministry, Deonté Moses, whose
deep passion for discipleship, youth development, and
Christ-centered leadership will be a blessing to our
congregation.

Deonté has served students across multiple states and
ministry contexts. He has worked with the UMC
General Board of Global Ministry in Seoul, Korea, with
the Boys and Girls Club of America in Georgia, as an
Intern with University of North Carolina Wesley
Fellowship, and as Youth Minister in Indiana and
Minnesota.

He holds a Master of Divinity from Duke University and Bachelor degree from Paine College in Georgia,
where he was the Men'’s Basketball Captain. He later pursued a program through The Institute for Youth
Ministry at Princeton Theological Seminary where he developed a heart for leadership, mentorship, and
faith formation.

Deonte grew up in Baltimore, Maryland, in an underrepresented community. He says that this background
“helped shape my passion for serving others and building inclusive communities.” This led him to starting
a basketball ministry for youth during seminary, which reinforced his commitment to meeting people
where they are and creating spaces where they feel valued and supported.

Deonté has a strong faith and passion for reflecting God’s love to others. He reports, “| am in ministry
because | believe God has called me to help people encounter Christ, grow in their faith, and know that
they are loved and valued like a mentor did for me when | was a struggling teen in high school. | am
extremely passionate about building authentic relationships, walking alongside people through life's
challenges, and helping create communities where everyone feels welcomed and supported. For me,
ministry is about joining in God's work of bringing hope, justice, and transformation to people's lives.”
Deonté has shown a passion for The Grove’s values of creating welcome where every student feels seen,
valued, and is encouraged to grow.
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