
GIFTS FOR THE LORD & HIS WORK: 

 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 
Budget Money Received $         120.00 
Worship Attendance: 16 
 

Sunday, November 23, 2025 
Budget Money Received $      2,661.00 
Special Money Received $         110.00 
Sunday School Attendance: 20 $            3.00     
Worship Attendance: 87 / Live Stream: 12  
 

Air Conditioner Units Loan         $    15,321.29 
November Monthly Payment      $     - 575.00 
Principal Payment (11/19/25) $     - 550.00 
Balance Due $    13,621.29 
 

OCTOBER  
Total Income $   42,326.02  
Total Expense     $ - 27,162.70   
Income Less Expense      $    15,163.32 
  

Fiscal Year Income $  213,208.64         
Fiscal Year Expense  $ -251,196.77 

$ -37,988.13 

BIRTHDAYS: 

                         
 ORDER OF WORSHIP   

*  Please stand if able. 

 Gathering Hymn ~ “Emmanuel” 
 Welcome and Announcements 
*Call to Worship  
*Opening Hymn ~  “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn”  
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 Lighting of the Advent Candle ~ Martin Family 
 Advent Wreath Lighting Response    
*Prayer of the Day  
 First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5      
 Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14      
 Children’s Message      
*The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44         
 Sermon ~ “Advent - Prepare for the Arrival of the Savior”                  
*Hymn of the Day ~  “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
*Nicene Creed 
 Offering 
*Offertory Hymn ~ “Give Thanks” 
*Offertory Prayer 
*Prayers of the People   
*The Lord’s Prayer 
*Benediction   
*Closing Hymn ~ “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
*Dismissal 

  

Our nursery is located in the education wing, upstairs, third door on the south wall. 
You are welcome to use the nursery for your children during the worship service. 

12/3 Roger Drenth 
12/4 Dan Klein 
12/5 Katlyn DeVos 
12/5 Thad Dykstra 
12/5 Deb Plum 
12/5 Brian Seivert 

11/30 Mark Brown 
11/30 Charlie Schwebach 
12/1   Dylan Brands 
12/1   Rebel Rohwer 
12/1   Paul Wollmuth 
12/2   Troy Enger 
12/2   Jeff Wollmuth 

Poinsettias - For the Christmas season will be purchased by the W.A.M. Committee.  
If you would like to contribute towards the purchase of Poinsettias, please fill out this form 
and drop it in the offering box or the church office by Sunday, December 7.  Thank you.  

                  

I/We will share a Poinsettia in memory of/in honor of: ____________________________________ 
Name:_______________________________________ Contribution enclosed: _________________ 

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE:  
DECEMBER 28 

! 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL:   
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30  

First Sunday Of Advent 
9:00 a.m.  

 NO Sunday School 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3   
8:00 a.m. Early Risers - Cook’s Café’ 
4-4:50 p.m. 7th/8th Confirmation Class 
5:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
5-6:15 p.m. JAM/Jr. High Youth–Cookie  
     Decorating/Pizza Night 
6:00-7 p.m. 

 
6:30-8 p.m. Sr. High Youth Group 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4  
11:00 a.m.  
12:00 p.m. Bulletin Deadline 
2:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Meeting 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5 
12:00 p.m. Secretaries’ Office Closes 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 
3:00-6 p.m. Reserved - FH/Kitchen 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7  

Second Sunday Of Advent 
9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School-Christmas  
     Program Practice 
4:00-9 p.m. Jr. High/Confirmation-  
     Outreach Night-OLBC  

~ Poinsettia Donation Deadline ~ 



 

The Nominating Committee is seeking candidates for the following positions: Church Council,          

Endowment Committee, Lay Delegate, Alternative Lay Delegate, Nominating Committee for Next Year. 

Please consider volunteering for one of the positions listed above. It is strategically important for the     

future of our church that engaged individuals step into these important roles. If you have an interest or 

would like to know more, please contact Mark Brown at 712-301-5874. 
 

St. Paul is sponsoring Adopt-A-Family & Santa For Seniors. Labeled boxes in the narthex. Items need 

to be to the church by Sunday, December 14. Family #6 - Boy (age 15): Size: Adult M; Wish List: 

Hoodies, Cologne. Mother (age 43): Size: Adult XL; Wish List: Candles, Soft Blankets. Senior - Female 

(age 78): Size: Adult L; Wish List: 300 Piece Puzzles, Sweatshirt, No Nonsense Socks (size 9-12).  
 

Endowment Fund Committee is accepting requests for funds to be used. Forms are in the November 

newsletter or you may pick on up from the office. Deadline is January 4, 2026. 
 

 

Conquering Cancer 4 O’Brien Co. Christmas Bake Sale will be held on Saturday, December 6 at    

Hy-Vee (Sheldon) starting at 9:00 a.m. Donations of baked goods are always welcome. 
 

bank. 

SERVING ST. PAUL TODAY: Pastor: Rev. Christopher Martin Accompanist: Susan Lichty Acolyte: 

Bradon Martin Sound Tech: Craig Vander Linden PowerPoint Tech: Alexis Dykstra Video Tech: 

Jeanne Lichty Lector: Karen Appleton Usher Captain: Mike Vander Berg Ushers: Brian Honkomp, Dan 

Klein, Loren Reyelts Coffee Fellowship: Marlin and Arlyce Oosterhuis Receipt Recorders: Andy Timm, 

Tami Roetman  
  

SERVING ST. PAUL NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7: Pastor: Rev. Christopher Martin Accompanist: 

Barb Burns Acolyte: Tommy Hegenbarth Sound Tech: Adam Madsen PowerPoint Tech: ____ Video 

Tech: Paul Meyer Lector: Jayden Hegenbarth Usher Captain: Dan Matus Ushers: Nancy Woelber, 

Wayne Woelber, Andy Timm Coffee Fellowship: Tom and Janna Whorley Communion Set-up: Deb 

Plum, Kris Meyer Communion Servers: Brian Honkomp, Roger Sauer, Janice Wielenga, David 

Kanengieter Receipt Recorders: Brian Honkomp, Tami Roetman  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Dorothy Breuer, Judy Kruse, Carol Luepke, Le O’Brien, Mary Ellen Reyelts,    

Dianna Stallmann, Teagan Vos, Andrea (friend of Lindsay Martin), Ashley Ballou-Bonnema 

(granddaughter of Wilma Vander Linden), Stormy Dagel (niece of Nick Stallmann), Deb Kanengieter 

(mother of David Kanengieter), Jade Lemke (daughter-in-law of Lyle/Cynthia Vanden Berg), Carol      

Nielsen, Katie Stavig (sister of Andy Timm), and Jen Zeimen (granddaughter of  Harold/Jo Eichmann).   
 

The Radio Broadcast for today is sponsored by Mark and Lori Brown with Blessings of Harvest. 
 

Today’s Live Stream is sponsored by Mike and Dee Redinius. 
  

Advent Wreath candle lighting: Thank you to Pastor Chris, Lindsay, Bradon, Zachary, and Cassie 

Martin for the lighting of the Advent candle and reading today.  
 

Caroling & Cookie Decorating Event with the Fellowship Committee and JAM/Jr. High on December 3! 

Caroling from 6:00-7:00 p.m. followed by Hot chocolate & cookies upon return to the church.  
 

Please make sure to pick up your poinsettias if you ordered from the Youth Groups unless you            

designated it to go to the Church for the holiday season. 
 

Please Note: Stephen Ministry Meeting will be on Thursday, December 4 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Reminder to Confirmation/Jr. High Youth OLBC Outreach Night will be on Sunday, December 7 from 

4:00-9:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Bri, drivers may be needed too. 
 

Jr./Sr. High Youth (plus some adults) will provide Childcare Outreach Event (elementary aged) on 

December 14, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at St. Paul. Parents are welcome to drop off potty trained kids who 

are active in our ministries for a Christmas movie, possible game, and Christmas snacks to have a     

couple of hours to wrap presents! 
 

St. Paul Christmas Program will be on December 21 during the Worship service! Rehearsal will be 

during Sunday school time (10:15-11:00 a.m.) on December 7 and 14. Everyone involved with the   

Christmas program will need to be at the church on December 21, by 8:30 a.m.   
 

 

Radio Broadcast ~ Sundays at 9:00 a.m. ~ KIWA - FM 100.7 & AM 1550 ~ 
Pastor: Rev. Christopher Martin ~ E-mail: pastor@stpaulsheldon.org  

  

 2026 - OPEN DATES: Sign up (In Fellowship Hall) or contact the office.    

Radio Broadcast
 

   Altar Flowers / Coffee Fellowship
 

Thank you to all our sponsors for the Radio Broadcast, Live Stream, Altar Flowers, and Coffee Fellowship. 

http://www.stpaulsheldon.org/give


C: So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

P: Holy and gracious God, 
C: I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know – 

thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed – but some is known 
only to you. In the name of Jesus Christ, I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore 
me, that I may rest in peace. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given his Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the   
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 

Christ. 
C: Amen. 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting Response: 
Come surely, Lord Jesus as dawn follows night, our hearts long to greet you,  

as roses the light, Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.  
One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 

*Song—-Public domain.  

 

Hymn of the Day:  “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near!  

Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! Then greet the King of glory,  
foretold in sacred story: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 

 

God’s people, see him coming: your own eternal King! Palm branches strew  
before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! God’s promise will not fail you!  
No more shall doubt assail you! Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 

 

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king!  
Your king, yet ev’ry nation its tribute too may bring. All lands will bow before him; 

their voices join your singing: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. His rule is peace  
and freedom and justice, truth, and love. So let your praise be sounding for  

kindness so abounding: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
© Augsburg Fortress  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL08500 

Gathering Hymn:             “Emmanuel” 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel:  

God with us, revealed in us! His name is called Emmanuel. 
CCLI Song # 12949© 1976 C.A. Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 386194 

 

Call to Worship:  
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: In the beginning was the Word 
C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
P: In the Word was life, 
C: and the life was the light of all people. 
P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
    

Opening Hymn: “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn” 
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, Behold! The child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,  
he open wide the heav’nly door and lives now inside us forever. 

 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing,  
his humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing:  

music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness,  
the thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

 

In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing,  
As morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 

Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder,  
The weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless, 
The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer and love, our endless story;  
May God fill ev’ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 

© Augsburg Fortress  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL08500 

 

Confession and Forgiveness: 
P: The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 



Prayer’s of the People: 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according 

to their needs…
P: Lord, in your mercy,                     

                  C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  
  P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction: 
 P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you. May the Lord look upon you and give you his peace, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen.    
 

Closing Hymn:      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

© Augsburg Fortress  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL08500 

 

Dismissal:   
    P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.             
      C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Nicene Creed: 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the           
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who          
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is        
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the        
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 

Offertory Hymn:         “Give Thanks” 
Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One.  

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  
Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One.  

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  
And now let the weak say, “I am strong.” Let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now let the weak say, “I am strong.” Let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks. 
“Give Thanks” – © Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SBL08500 

 

Offertory Prayer: 
P: Merciful God,  
C: in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your great 

love for humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may be for 
many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to share in your divine life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


