
MISSION & OUTREACH 
Will NOT meet in July. 
  

DO-DAY  
Will NOT meet in July. 
 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE 
Will meet on Monday, July 13 at 2:30 p.m.  

Bible Study: Arlyce O.   

Hostess: Donna K. 

         
  

  

  

                          2026 - Open Dates: Sign-up (In Fellowship Hall) or contact the office. 
 

         Radio Broadcast: ($95)  August 23, 30; October 18; November 1, 15; December 27. 
 

         Altar Flowers / Coffee Fellowship: Sign up/contact the office for a special date you wish to have. 
  

 Thank you to all who sponsored the Radio Broadcasts, Live Streams, Flowers, & Coffee Fellowships. 

              Radio Broadcast on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. on KIWA - FM 100.7 and AM 1550 

                     Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org         E-mail: pleasant@nethtc.net  

Pastor: Christopher Martin ~ E-mail: pastor@stpaulsheldon.org       Church Office: (712) 324-3049  

 

 

  

BIRTHDAY CLUB 
Will meet on July 16 at 10:00 a.m. (Lounge) 
  
MEN’S EARLY RISERS 
Will meet on July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 8:00 a.m. 
(Cook’s Café) 
 
POP-UP BIBLE STUDY   

Will meet according to everyone’s schedules. 

Contact person: Janice Wielenga 
 

  

 
  

  

  

  

Jr. High Youth Group (6th-8th Grade)  
* July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – (1:00-2:00 p.m.) Join in Community Bible Study @ Breu Haus Wednesdays! 
                                       Grab a coffee or soda and enjoy with friends. (St. Paul covers the drink)  
 
Sr. High Youth Group (9th-12th Grade) 
* July 12, 26  - (6:30-8:00 p.m.) Sr. High Youth group will meet. 
* July 18 – (7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.) Sr. High Valley Fair Fun Day!!! (RSVP only) 
  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL   
* July 6-9 – (1:00-5:00 p.m.)                   

   VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – St. Paul VBS 
 

                 “To Know His Name” 
 

           July 6-9 from 1:00-5:00 PM 
  

 Summer is IOLBC Camp Time!            Check your Camp dates! 

http://www.stpaulsheldon.org/


From the Pastor…                                        July 2026 
  
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’” (Psalm 122:1) 
 

About a month ago, I was invited to return to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Audubon, Iowa, where I served my first 
call from 2007-2010, and speak as part of their three-day celebration of the 75th anniversary of the dedication of their 
current church building, which was held June 5-7. Unfortunately, my schedule didn’t allow me to be with them on 
relatively short notice, so I recorded a video message that the current Pastor played for the congregation on Saturday 
afternoon, and I also shared to my personal Facebook page. The title of my message for the occasion was “If These Walls 
Could Talk, Imagine the Stories They Would Tell.” Many of the memories I have of my time as their Pastor are events that 
took place within the stone walls of their building: Sunday services, baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals. In 
the year that I’ve spent with you, I already have many wonderful memories that have taken place in the walls of St. Paul, 
and several of you have already shared special memories you have of things that have taken place in our church, and I 
look forward to many more years of memories we will make together here! 
 

There’s a reason our church buildings hold a special place in our heart. The things that happen here are important 
moments in building our lives of faith as followers of Jesus Christ, from worship and preaching, to fellowship, educational 
ministries, outreach events, benefits for people in our church family in a time of need, gathering together to find comfort 
as we lay our departed loved ones to rest, and so many more. 
 

It’s for that reason, we can relate to the words of King David in Psalm 122 that I shared with you at the beginning of this 
article, and were also part of my message for Our Saviour’s celebration. When Sunday morning comes around, the 
Christian should find the church to be a place of joy, because it is here, our Savior, Jesus, comes to visit us with His Word. 
In the midst of all the things that are going on in our lives and in our world, often times things that bring confusion, pain, 
sorrow, and grief, we have something that never changes. We hear that God loves us so much, that He put flesh and 
blood on His Son, who atoned for all of our sins by His death on the cross, and left them buried in His tomb forever when 
He rose from the dead. We hear how that Word of the Gospel applies to our daily life in Christ outside of the walls of the 
church, as we live into the vocations that God has given us into to love and serve Him, and to love and serve our neighbor, 
whomever that might be. We hear that promise of resurrection and everlasting life that we have in the face of death. We 
hear there is no sin too great that the blood of our crucified and risen Savior, Jesus Christ, cannot cover. When we think 
about the things that go on within the walls of our church, we join with King David and rejoice when we have the 
opportunity to be in the house of our Lord! 
 

But in connection with this, I want to ask you a question. As we think about the good things that the Holy Spirit is doing 
here through us at St. Paul, is there someone in your life that isn’t here, who you could invite to share in the wonderful 
work of ministry that God is doing here at St. Paul? Is there someone in your life who has been distant from the church 
in a while, that needs the gifts of forgiveness, life, and peace that we have through Jesus? Is there someone in your life 
who isn’t connected to a church, that you could invite to come see Jesus with you in this place? I mentioned this in our 
Birthday Club Bible Study last week, but it’s worth repeating: studies show 86% of people who join a church report that 
they first decided to visit the church they joined because someone they already had a relationship (family member, friend, 
classmate, neighbor, co-worker etc.) who was a member of that congregation invited them.  
 

As we continue into the month of July, I’d like for you to think about who you might invite to come see Jesus here at       
St. Paul. I encourage you to pray for that person and ask how God might open a door for you to invite them here. Who 
knows, by your invitation, you might be an instrument of the Holy Spirit in that person’s life to lead them into a life-giving 
relationship with Jesus? 
 

I look forward to seeing what the Holy Spirit will do through us here at St. Paul, both through the things that happen 
while we are in this building, and when we’re out and about in our daily lives. See you in church! 

               
        Your Friend in Christ, 
  

         Pastor Christopher Martin 
 

 

  



 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY - BRI      
 

Encourage regular Bible reading and prayer times for your students this summer! 
 

Jr. High Youth (Middle school) group has concluded for the year, be on the lookout for summer 

activities! 8th grade graduates are welcome to join high school during summer meeting times. 
 

Sr. High Youth (High school) groups will meet on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the summer. 

We plan to meet on the following Sundays (subject to change): July 12, July 26, August 9. 
 

Students entering 7th grade through completed 12th grade are welcome to come to Breu Haus 

Wednesdays from 1:00-2:00 p.m. for a Sheldon area Bible study and hang out time with other area 

youth groups. We will meet through July 22. St. Paul will have a tab open for one drink per person, 

just tell them which church to put your drink under. Some youth directors may be missing on various 

Wednesdays, but there will always be multiple adults present to lead the group. 
 

High school students (entering 9th through completed 12th grade) will go on a Sr. High day trip to 

Valley Fair on July 18. The cost associated with this trip is cost of one meal and any souvenirs. We 

will stop at the giant yellow candy store on the way back home. If you would like to attend and have 

not already RSVP’d, please reach out to Bri to see if there is space to attend! We will leave from  

St. Paul at 7:00 a.m. on July 18 for Valley Fair (Shakopee, MN) and likely return between 9– 11 p.m.  

                  - Bri Oetken, Youth Director  
  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Have a great summer! We will be excited to see you again in the fall!  

                                                                                  - Bri Oetken, Sunday School Superintendent 
  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

VBS is scheduled for July 6-9 from 1:00-5:00 p.m.  

VBS Theme, “To Know His Name” – Psalm 18:10.  
 

IOLBC staff will join us again to lead our time together as we journey to know God’s 

name. Parents and family- join us on Thursday, July 9 at 5:00 p.m. for a short Closing 

Program in the church sanctuary! Root Beer Floats will be served by the Fellowship 

Committee following the program. 

Vacation Bible School is for students who have completed nursery school through 6th grade.   

We need volunteers and craft and snack donations! See the list in the fellowship hall.   
 

VBS students need to bring:      Sample Schedule: 

 - Container to place daily crafts in (with their name on it)             1:00 Opening 

 - School Supply Items       1:30 Bible Study 

      (#2 pencils, crayons, erasers - for East Elementary School)  2:00 Rotations (Crafts, Game) 

         3:00 Barrels (Snack) 

          3:25 Rotations (Science, Game) 

                                     4:30 Closing 

                                     5:00 Students Head Home  
                

  

     MOMCO GROUP 
 

     MomCo Group Bible Study has paused during the summer and will resume in the fall. All  
     moms are invited regardless of denomination/church attendance, so please spread the word!  



PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Funeral: LaVonne Hesebeck 
 
 

YEARLY FINANCIAL UPDATE         
  

MAY                                                 
  

Total Income       $  20,175.34       Fiscal Year Income              $        96,343.24           
Total Expense                $ -24,035.77       Fiscal Year Expense           $    - 135,169.12 
Income Less Expense  $  - 3,860.43        Fiscal Year Income Less Expense   $      - 38,825.88  
               
 

STAINED-GLASS WINDOWS REPAIR 
 

St. Paul fundraiser to repair the stained-glass windows in the church sanctuary.  
Donations may be given through your offering by writing “Stained-Glass Windows  
Repair” in the memo or by bringing into the church office. Help us reach our goal to  
restore our beautiful stained-glass windows.                           
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note ALL church offices will be CLOSED on July 3. A reminder the security doors will 
NOT be opened on July 4 due to Independence Day holiday. Thank you. 
 
 

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

St. Paul Lutheran will have VBS July 6-9! VOLUNTEERS are needed to help during the VBS 
time. Please look at the sign-up chart in the fellowship hall. Donations are also needed for snacks 
each day. There is a sign-up chart in the fellowship hall for items needed for the snacks - all food 
items need to be in the kitchen by July 5. 
 
 

MISSION AND OUTREACH SCHOOL SUPPLIES/BAG 
 

We are collecting items for Lutheran World Relief School Bags throughout the summer months. 
School Kit/Bag Items Needed: 70-80 Sheet Notebooks (wide or college ruled); Ruler (inches 
side/centimeters side); Pencil Sharpener; Blunt Scissors; No. 2 Pencils (unsharpened); Black or 
Blue Ballpoint Pens (not gel ink); Crayon Box (16or 24 Count); Erasers (21/2 inches). The school 
bags are made by the Church sewing ladies. 
 
 

SHOP WITH A COP 
 

Shop With A Cop program will be held on August 5 and 12. St. Paul is collecting: 
Dry Erase Markers (4 pk); Headphone with Cord; 7”-Fiskars Scissors; Wide rule 
notebook -70 pages; Composition Notebooks; Highlighters; 3 Prongs Folders. A 
donation box is in the fellowship hall. Deadline is July 26. Volunteers are needed 
to help shop with a student. Please contact Love INC to volunteer. (324-9707) 

 
 

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED WITH SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

Looking for volunteers to help with Sunday worship services! Prayerfully consider volunteering 
to help with Video (Livestream-Facebook/You-Tube); PowerPoint; Sound System; Usher. We 
will train you for the specific job you volunteer for. Contact the office to volunteer or for more 
information about each volunteer job. 

Goal:      $65,000  

  Stained-Glass 

        Window 

          Repair 

     Fundraiser 

  

  

  
  

  

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          



FOOD PANTRY - THANK YOU 
 

A big thank you to all who donated items to the food pantries for Love INC and Upper Des Moines 
Opportunity of O’Brien Co. We are grateful for your support with these local ministries. 
 
 
SHELDON FOOD BANK                                             
 

Sheldon Food Bank will be held on Thursday, July 9 from 4:30-6:00 p.m. (Living Water 
Community Church)  
 
 

SHELDON UNITY MEAL                                       
 

FREE Sheldon Area Unity Meal will be held on Monday, July 20 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. (Living 
Water Community Church) Free groceries are also available.  
 
 

TOUCH OF HOPE - HAITI 
 

St. Paul sponsors Lensley Raymond and his classroom of the Simonette community and includes 
yearly school expenses. Donations, please write “Touch of Hope-Haiti” in the check memo. 
Thank you. 
 
 
FREE SUMMER LUNCH -SHELDON SCHOOLS 
 

FREE Summer Lunch Program through the Sheldon Community School District. Lunches will 
be served at East Elementary Monday through Friday. (11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.) Parents are 
welcome. Busing is available at in-town bus stops through August 14. 
 
 

IOLBC ANNUAL QUILT AUCTION 
 

Mark your calendars and make plans for the IOLBC Quilt Auction Weekend July 31-August 1, 
2026! The Online Quilt Auction July 31 (8:00 AM) through August 3 (6:00 PM) 
 

Friday, July 31:       
 

Quilt Preview in Gym: 4:00 - 7:00 PM   
Scandinavian Feast: 5:30 - 7:30 PM   
Glenn Henriksen Concert: 7:00 PM    

        
Saturday, August 1: 
5K Run/Walk: 8:00 AM 

Quilt Preview in Gym: 9:00 - 11:30 AM 
Lunch in Dining Hall: 11:00 AM-12:30 PM 

LIVE AUCTION: 12:00 (NOON) 
 
 

IOLBC ELDEVERSITY RETREAT 
 

IOLBC invites adults 55+ to their Elderversity Retreat - August 28-30. Come join us for the 
weekend of fun. The speaker will be Dr. Fred Baltz. Please go to their website for more information 
and to register. 
 
 
 

 


