8-4-26. Bible Study. Romans 10:5-15 °Moses
writes concerning the righteousness that comes from
the law, that “the person who does these things will
live by them.” ® But the righteousness that comes from
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend
into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who
will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead). ® But what does it say?
“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim),
*because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. '° For one believes
with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. "' The
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put
to shame.” "?For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. ** For “everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

4 But how are they to call on one in whom they
have not believed? And how are they to believe in one
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him? ' And how are
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!”

For Clarification (adapted from workingpreacher.com)

This passage from Romans 10 invites the
preacher to proclaim the “word of faith,” which is the
good news of God’s victory in Christ. In fact, here Paul
issues an urgent summons to do so. However, in order
to proclaim the word of faith it is helpful to notice what
Paul says in this passage about the relationship
between faith, the law, righteousness, and salvation.

Paul actually has very little to say about the law
or about the righteousness that comes from the law.
Instead, vs 5 points forward to Paul’s main point,
which is about the righteousness of Christ. In 10:4,
Paul has declared that Christ is the end or goal of the
law, and in 10:6, Paul reinterprets the text from Deut
30:12-14 so that Christ himself is the subject of the
text. With Christ as its true subject, Paul thus reasons
that the law itself bears witness to the event of Christ’s
righteousness demonstrated in the power of Christ’s
death and resurrection (Rom 1:3—-4).

Paul locates the righteousness from faith in the
power of God rather than in a human agent (see Rom
1:16-17). For Paul, God is powerful. That may sound
like a trite statement, but it is worth pointing out
because many in Paul’s audience would have been
accustomed to thinking of gods in much less cosmic
terms. Their domestic (and domesticated) gods stand
in stark contrast to Paul’s God, the God of Israel,
whose glory fills the earth (Isaiah 6:3) and whose



power raises the dead (Romans 6:4).

In a culture filled with gods who were weak and
ineffectual, Paul proclaims a powerful God whose
righteousness is powerful for salvation

When Paul speaks of the righteousness from
faith in this passage, we ought to understand that as a
faith that recognizes and trusts in God’s power for
salvation. Salvation, which for Paul is God’s victory in
Christ over the power of sin and death, is wrought
through God’s deliverance in Christ. The coming of
righteousness and salvation is an act of God. No
human agent can ascend to bring Christ down, and no
human has raised Christ from the dead. In Christ,
God, who has the power to bring life from the dead,
has brought salvation near. God’s victory over sin and
death, God’s power, and God’s Lordship in Christ
necessitate an urgent need to proclaim the good news
of God’s power and righteousness.

For Conversation
What stands out to you in this passage?

What does it mean for you personally to "call on the
name of the Lord"?

Are there areas where you rely more on your own
efforts than on faith in Christ?

How has your faith shaped the way you live and
speak?

How does this passage challenge prejudice or
favoritism?

Why is each step in verses 14—15 (calling, believing,
hearing, preaching, sending) important?

What fears or obstacles keep you from talking about
your faith?

How could this passage influence the church's
approach to evangelism?

What practical step can you take this week to be
"ready to share" the good news?



