
 
 

The Pastor’s Pen 
 

 

Where Does the Time Go?

“There’s an opportune time to do things, a right time for everything on the earth” Ecclesiastes 3:1 (MSG) 

Spring Greetings St. John’s! 

As I was doing my devotions for today, I found myself in the book of Ecclesiastes, specifically Chapter 3. I use this 

passage of scripture many times during funerals, but today I was considering how we as Christians use our time. 

As I was reading the familiar passage, the song by the Steve Miller Band, “Fly Like an Eagle” popped into my head. 

Has that ever happened to you, when a song lives rent free in your mind? There is the opening line to the song that 

says, “Time keeps on slippin’, slippin’, slippin’ into the future.” Here is the reality: We all have the same amount of 

time – 168 hours a week. The only question is, “How am I investing it?” We want to learn to invest it wisely so that 

we won’t be like the man in Isaiah 49:4, who said, “I have used up my strength but have accomplished nothing.” 

I found myself cross-referencing this passage with Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, Chapter 5. I believe Scripture 

offers three steps to understand how to manage your time better: 

1. Analyze my lifestyle. “So be careful how you live, not as fools but as those who are wise.” (Ephesians 

5:15) I think Paul is reminding us to be aware of time robbers. Don’t say, “I wonder where all my time went!” 

Carefully evaluate your schedule and seriously consider how you live. In order to save time, you must first 

know how you lose it. Sit down and make a time log: “How did I spend last week?” Or, over the next seven 

days, keep a record of how you spend your hours. Where does your time go? Just by keeping a record, 

you’ll use your time better. 

2. Utilize the present. “Make the most of every opportunity for doing good…” (Ephesians 5:16) The best time 

to manage your time is right now – not tomorrow, not next week, not next year. Now! Proverbs 27:1 says, 

“Never boast about tomorrow. You don’t know what will happen between now and then.”  

So how do you make the most of the present? 

Do it now. If you had a bank account and I were to tell you that every morning someone was going to put 

in $86,400 into that bank account – that you could spend it any way you wanted to, but at the end of that 

day, whatever money you hadn’t spent from the account would be lost – do you think you’d try to spend 

it? Or do you think you’d let it go to waste? Guess what? You have 86,400 seconds every day! Utilize the 

present by doing it now. 

Eliminate time wasters. “I may do anything, but everything is not useful . . . [or] constructive” (1 

Corinthians 10:23). The apostle Paul is saying that many things in life are not necessarily wrong, but 

they’re also not necessary. You’ve got to eliminate the time wasters. It’s amazing how creative we get 

when we have a job to do that we don’t want to do. 

Con’t on pg. 3 



The Promise of Heaven 
 

When people hear the phrase “going to the big city,” it 

often sparks a sense of excitement and curiosity. Scripture 

tells us that a day is coming when all believers will enter 

through the gates of what the Bible calls the New 

Jerusalem. We will step into that Holy City with jaws 

dropped and eyes wide in awe and wonder. Even the most 

beautiful places on earth cannot compare to what God has 

prepared for us. 

Please join us on Wed., May 6th at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We’ll watch a message from Dr. Jeremiah 

on this topic and then take time to reflect and expand on it 

together through group discussion. 

See you then, 

Pastor Sue 

 

Bloom Group 

The May Bloom event will be held on May 16 at 12:00 
noon at Tosco's in Wernersville. Sign up at the Welcome 
Center. (Please contact Marsha Bentz if you need a ride. 
We would meet at the church parking lot at 11:30.) This is 
open to all single women! Please join us! 

Ladies’ Luncheon 

The Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Tues., May 5th, at 11:30 

a.m. at the Red Plate Diner, Wernersville. Sign up at the 

Welcome Center. You are welcome even if you didn’t sign 

up. We can always pull up another chair. Questions or 

comments, call Alice Heimbach at 610-698-5458. 

 

Sisters in Christ 
On April 11, 2026, 17 sisters gathered in attendance, for a 

light breakfast, a devotion using Dr. David Jeremiah’s 

book, God Has Not Forgotten You, followed by a 

discussion on things happening in our lives and others 

sharing Bible verses and even life experiences to let sisters 

know that we are not alone in what is going on in our lives.  

Our next gathering is scheduled for May 9, 2026, at 9:00 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The time will start with a light 

breakfast followed by a devotion. For the activity, we will 

be doing a “secret craft,” led by Kelly Ravel.  

All sisters are always welcome. Sign up at the Welcome 

Center. If you have any questions, feel free to contact 

Valarie Noecker (484-638-2382 or 

valarienoecker@gmail.com) 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Handmade shawls and blankets are needed. This 

ministry reaches far and wide and touches 

(literally) folks who need it; however, we need the 

items to distribute so this wonderful sharing 

continues. You can choose colors and patterns. 

Please contact Lisa DeLong with any questions 

you may have. 

Young @ Heart 

Be sure to join us on May 13 at 11:00 a.m. for 

food and fellowship. Please sign up to bring a 

dish that is either your specialty or represents 

your ethnicity. And grab a recipe card and bring 

the card with you. You don't cook? No problem. 

Just share a meal and enjoy the fellowship. If you 

have signed up for drinks, please mark what drink 

you will be providing. Welcome Center has all the 

details.  

Opportunity House 

We will be serving lunch at Opportunity House on 

Sunday, May 10th at noon. We still need several 

people to serve the lunch. We are usually there 

from 11:45 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.. Thank you to the 

food prep crew for their efforts to feed the 

homeless in our area! 

Your BEST Life 

Ladies, you’re invited to join our “Your BEST Life 

Class” on Tuesday mornings from 10:00–11:00 

a.m., now through the end of May. 

We’ve already been meeting for several weeks, 

but it’s never too late to join us. Together, we 

share and discuss ways to strengthen our 

bodies, nurture our minds and emotions, and 

grow in our spiritual lives. 

We wrap up our time with an optional 20 minutes 

of gentle stretching or in-place walking. 

It’s a meaningful hour of encouragement, 

learning, and fellowship – and we’d love to have 

you be part of it. 

Looking forward to seeing you, 

Pastor Sue 

Wilson Area Food Pantry 
The Wilson Area Food Pantry is held on the third Friday of the month at the West Lawn Community Center at 3:00 p.m. If 

you are available anytime between 3:00 – 5:00 p.m., come on out and help the cause. They also need help the day before 

to set up at 12:30 p.m. Just show up! 
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3. Prioritize what’s important. “Don’t act thoughtlessly but try to understand what the Lord wants you to do” 
(Ephesians 5:17). When you talk about time management, you’ve got to do what God wants you to do. You have 
just enough time to do God’s will. If you do not have enough time right now, it means one of several things is 
going on: 

• You’re doing something God never intended for you to do. 

• You’re not doing what God intended you to do. 

• You’re doing the right thing in the wrong way. 
 

God would not give you a purpose in life and then not give you the time to do it. So, if time keeps slippin’, slippin’ 
slippin’ into the future, there is a good chance God didn’t expect you to do it all. Spend your time wisely! 

Have a Blessed May! 
Pastor Jim 
 

Combined Worship Service 
May 17, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. 

 

Baby Dedication & Believers Baptism 
Hayden M. Meloni & Lucas J. Meloni 

 

Please join us as we celebrate the dedication of our grandson, Baby Hayden to the Lord. St. John’s has been 

instrumental in the miraculous healing of our little man through your many prayers. And we thought what better 

way to celebrate than to have our whole St. John’s family participate in this joyous occasion. And to make it even 

more special, Pastor Jim will be baptizing Hayden’s big brother, Lucas during the same service. We will be 

bringing in a baptismal font to celebrate with Lucas as he commits his life to Jesus! Then join us in the 

Fellowship Hall for light refreshments celebrating God’s grace, mercy and love to our family. We could not have 

done this without all of you being behind us! ~ Pastor Jim and Kendra 

 
Kingdom Men 
The Kingdom Men Bible study is on hiatus during May and will resume again on Sat., June 13th. 

Moment for Missions 

One Luv is a 501(c)3 organization in the city of Reading that started 20 years ago. Pastor Bilotta and his wife, 
Emily, started walking the streets of Reading and handing out snacks while sharing the gospel. It has grown into 
gatherings where they can reach over 1,000 people per event. They host weekly family-friendly meetings at 
various venues sharing the Good News. Along with many volunteers, they have weekly distributions of food, 
clothing, Bibles, candy, toiletries and toys as they share the love, light and hope found in Jesus. They partner 
with Toys for Tots at holidays to bring people to them to hear their message. They always need volunteers! Your 
investment has eternal rewards with tremendous potential! See Dee Parmer with questions. 

Family Promise 

At the end of June, we will be hosting Family Promise, an agency that helps temporarily homeless families get 
back on their feet again. We give families (usually about four of them) two meals for the week as well as donating 
gift cards for household items. Watch for sign-up sheets in a few weeks. 

Choir Fun 

St. John's choir is looking for all past choir members who would like to sing with them on May 31st. Many years 
ago, Russ Sterner had all choirs together to sing “Pilot of Galilee.” This is the third year I have brought this tradition 
back. Please plan on singing with us May 31st at the 10:30 a.m. service. It would be wonderful if you would join us! 
~Phyllis Sands 
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Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Our next monthly breakfast will be held on Sat., May 16th at 
8:15 in the Fellowship Hall. Don Walters and his kitchen crew 
will be prepare a delicious breakfast ($5/pp). The devotional 
leader this month will be Gene Carter. 

For our April breakfast, we had 15 men attend. Tyler Parmer 
was our devotional leader, and he shared insights on from Ezra 
9 and 10, where the Israelites after returning from their exile in 
Babylonia and Persia were disobeying God by intermarrying 
with the foreigners. Ezra prayed after hearing of this sin, 
tearing his clothing and was weeping for the people, and 
confessing their sin. He gathered the Israelites together, telling 
them of the unfaithfulness to God and called them to repent, 
which they did. Tyler indicated we as men need to humble 
ourselves and confess to God our sins and failures, and that 
weeping is okay for men, and to recommit to being faithful to 
following God. 

For this month’s breakfast, there is a sign-up sheet on the 
Welcome Center counter, or you can respond back to the email 
reminders that will be sent out closer to the date. We finish 
around 9:30 or shortly thereafter. Men of all ages are always 
welcome to join in this time of food, fun, and fellowship, as the 
bonding of brothers in the body of Christ cannot be broken! 

 

Serving Dinner: Hope Rescue Mission 
 

Our next monthly meal at Hope Rescue Mission (HRM) will be 
Wed., May 20th at 5:45 p.m. Thanks to the four folks who served 
in April. The mission is located at 645 N. 6th St., Reading. 
There is a sign-up sheet at the counter for up to eight folks to 
serve the meal, pour the drinks, hand out trays, and interact 
with the men while they eat.  

We may serve between 100 and 150 men and should finish 
between 7:00 and 7:15. Thank you to being a beacon to serving 
the least of these, as Jesus taught us to be as his followers in 
Matthew 25! 

 

Pet Loss Support Group 

The Christian pet loss support group will be held on Mon., May 

11th starting at 6:45 p.m. Sessions are led by Dr. Becky Frank, 

DVM, associate veterinarian with Lap of Love Veterinary 

Hospice. Dr. Frank is also certified in Thanatology (death, loss, 

grief, and bereavement). The program entails six different 

sessions and participants may join at any time. This group is 

open to the public, so please feel free to share this information 

with friends and family who may benefit. 

Children's Ministry 

I’m really looking for volunteers to help with our 
Sunday School classes at 9:00, and for Jr. Church 
during the 10:30 service. Both ministries will fill your 
spirits more than you can imagine. There’s nothing 
better than hearing a child giggle AND learn about 
Jesus! Please let me know if you can lend a hand.  
 
Sunday School classes are having a lot of fun… and 
the number of little heads is growing! (Thank you 
Jesus!) We have fun-tastic teachers and awesome 
lessons! 
 
Jr. Church will have a few weeks for which we don’t 
have volunteers, so the children will have to stay with 
their parents. The “Count Your Blessings” bags are 
always full of fun things to keep the kids busy. 
 
Vacation Bible School (for children ages 4 through 
Grade 6) will be Sun., June 21 through Thurs., June 
25, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Our theme is “Rainforest Falls 
– Exploring the Nature of God!” We are going to have 
soooo much fun! Be sure to sign your child(ren) up! 
The bulletin board at the back door (Door #6) will have 
items on animals for you to donate. Please take your 
donations to Kendra’s room back the hallway.  
 
THANK YOU! 
 
Blessings, 
Kendra Bertoti 
724-766-1816 

Youth Group 

The Youth had a wonderful time serving at Hope 
Rescue Mission in April. Way to go Youth Group! 

Upcoming Youth Group gatherings will be on Sun. May 
3rd in the downstairs teen room from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Sun. May 31st will be a Youth Group Picnic! Meet at 
Blue Marsh from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Youth Group is open to students grade 7 and up. 
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring a 
friend… or two or three! For questions, please email: 
youthdirector@stjohnsss.org. 

 

M&M Essentials Bags 
The M&M Essential Bags are blessing more and more people across our area. We have delivered over 100 bags to 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia; 50 bags to Magee Women’s Hospital in Pittsburgh; and in May, I will be delivering bags 

to Penn State Health Lancaster Medical Center.  Your continued donations keep this ministry going. Thank you! 

 ~ Kendra Bertoti 
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Mission: 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the 

mission of St. John’s is to raise up, 

nurture, and encourage disciples to 

glorify God through the life and 

teachings of Jesus Christ, His son. 
 

 

Vision: 

Helping people and neighborhoods 

encounter Jesus! 

JOIN US SUNDAYS! 
 

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship & Sunday School 
 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

Livestreaming: 
Both Sunday worship services are livestreamed on 

the church’s YouTube channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss 
 

Visit our website for more information: 

www.stjohnsss.org 

Combined service on May 17th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Join the choir on May 31st and together we’ll all sing 

“Pilot of Galilee”! 

mailto:%20office@stjohnsss.org
mailto:%20office@stjohnsss.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss
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