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Between the Crazies 
Pastor Jerry 

When did “moderate” become an insult? And when did “compromise” become a 
dirty word? As we enter the two longest months of any year – election season – 
we might well wonder. Both parties are determined to portray the other side as 
“extremist” – and to an alarming degree, both sides are right. I’m not sure who 
moderates are supposed to vote for in several races this Fall.  

And it’s not just our political candidates. It’s also our issues. For some reason, both 
conservatives and liberals have decided to never give an inch in their positions on 
the issues, even if the majority of the country would like them to. Nearly everyone 
agrees that we should have universal background checks on firearm sales, and 
that some types of firearms should face greater restrictions, but the gun lobby 
refuses to entertain either idea. Nearly everyone agrees that people who went 
through puberty as males should not be playing women’s sports, and that there 
should be clear medical and psychological conditions for children to meet before 
being prescribed puberty blockers, but the trans lobby regards both ideas as 
heresy. Both groups seem to feel that if they give an inch, then the evil people on 
the other side will destroy everything they stand for. 

Our government was designed by the founders to consist of competing interests. 
The idea was that this would force legislators to compromise, to seek middle 
ground, or they would never get anything done at all. And this has worked. We still 
have that choice. For much of our history, our government has accepted the 
necessity of compromise. Lately, it has chosen the other option, to never get 
anything done at all. “Compromise” has come to mean cowardice and surrender; 
“moderate” has come to mean weak.  

Well, there’s not much I can do about our political divisions except kvetch, which 
accomplishes nothing. But our political divide has extended to American 
Christianity, as well. The old denominational divisions, generally based on 
historical theological differences, have given way to basically two camps within 
Protestantism: Mainline Liberals and Evangelical Conservatives. Moreover, as 
with politics, the gap between the two increases every year. (This is not a 
coincidence. Increasingly the differences between Mainline and Evangelical 
Christians are political. Mainline Christians are overwhelmingly Democrats, and 
Evangelicals are overwhelmingly Republicans. Churches on both sides have 
begun to look more like proxies for political parties than like witnesses to Christ.) 

Here, I think, we can make a difference, because I don’t believe that all Christians, 
on either side, are as different from each other as their politics are. People I love 

continued on p. 3 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

  

 

A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word, 

sacrament, and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 

 

Worship Services in September 

Saturday-Sunday, September 5-6. 14th Sunday after Pentecost* 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and 

YouTube. Radio broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “Between the Crazies.” 

Scripture: Titus 3:1-11 

  

Saturday-Sunday, September 12-13. 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship with Communion*: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and 

YouTube. Radio broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “A Middle Way with Doctrine”   

Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:1-6 

  

Saturday-Sunday, September 19-20. 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “A Middle Way to Morality”    

Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

 

Saturday-Sunday, September 26-27. 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “A Middle Way with World Religions” 

Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

  

Saturday-Sunday, October 3-4. 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “A Middle Way with Mission”      

Scripture: 1 Timothy 1:12-16 

 

*United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 

because that’s what he did, too. 
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HAVE YOU FOUND US 

ONLINE? 

  

Our website 

www.lakestreetumc.org always 

has the most up to date 

calendar, news, online  

giving and more.  Visit it often for 

past sermon recordings,  

past Circuit Riders, and a direct 

link to our Facebook page. 

  

ADDRESS CHANGES 

If you have had an address 

change within the past four 

months and are receiving the 

Circuit Rider newsletter 

electronically, please send your 

address to the church office: 

adminsec@lakestreetumc.org. 

  

Because your digital issue does 

not go to the post office, there is 

no Address Service Requested   

changes that come back to the 

church office. We appreciate your 

help to keep our database up to 

date.   

  

October Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  

Wednesday, September 23 for   

Thursday, October 1 

mailing 

  

Be sure to send your news to 

Ellen Prellwitz at 

Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 

  

 

continued from p. 1 

and respect are Evangelicals, and while I may not understand their 
political views, I know that they are more than their politics, and I believe 
that if we put aside our politics, even for just a moment, we may find that 
our shared faith gives us more in common than we realize. In 
September, I plan to preach a sermon series on the religious differences 
between Evangelical and Mainline Christians, and what each side might 
learn from the other.  

Political war is going to rage around us for the next two months. Keep 
your mute button handy for the commercials. But in church, in the 
kingdom of God, let’s talk about our shared faith, our common savior, 
and the mission that we are all a part of. Let’s see if we can move away 
from the extremes and carve out a place “between the crazies.” 

 

 

 
Welcome to Rebecca Lawrence 

We welcome a new staff member this month. One of our new 
members, Rebecca Lawrence, will be stepping into the role of 
worship pianist and choir/ensemble accompanist. Rebecca has a 
bachelor’s degree in piano and chemistry, as well as a master’s in 
education. She has played piano for churches and choirs since 
she was a teenager – with experience in both Baptist and 
Catholic worship. She currently teaches at Osseo-Fairchild High 
School. Rebecca and her husband Josh and their son Grayson 
joined Lake Street in March. 

Worship in September 

September is time to start choirs again! We have different flavors 
of music ensemble for every taste! There’s Handbell Choir (6:15 
on Wednesdays), the women’s ensemble Ellesi (6:15 on some 
Wednesdays), Chancel Choir (7pm on Wednesdays), the male-
voice group called The Ensemble (8pm on Wednesdays), and the 
instrumental/singing group Celebration (10:15am Sundays, after 
worship). You do not need to be an accomplished musician to 
enjoy making music.  

On Sunday morning, September 13, our choirs and ensembles 
will be hosting our Coffee Fellowship, ready to answer questions 
if you are interested. 

 

 

 

RADIO SERVICE Support = $165/week 

 ❏ September 6 ❏ September 20 ❏ October 4 

 ❏ September 13 ❏ September 27 ❏ October 11 

  

Given by: _____________     In Memory of: _________________

  

In Honor of:___________ In Recognition of: _____________ 

 

mailto:adminsec
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.


4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 

status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

 

We have formed a support group for the caregivers of our Friends at the Lake, and we have now 
met three times. At each meeting, the gift of four hours of worry-free time is mentioned at least 
once. One caregiver said, “The job is 24/7, but Tuesdays are my day off.” Another shared that it 
took a few Tuesdays before she got used to having time for herself again. 

During those four hours, caregivers do all kinds of things: grocery shopping, doctor appointments, 
hair appointments, visiting friends, or simply taking some time to breathe and recharge. They know 
their loved one is safe, cared for, and having a good time. That knowledge is incredibly freeing. 

But Friends at the Lake is about more than giving caregivers four hours off. When our Friends 
arrive, they are greeted at the door by name and welcomed into the program. They are not seen as 
a person living with dementia; they are seen as a friend. One observer recently commented, “Your 
volunteers do not act like volunteers. I mean, they are like chatting with them like a group of friends.” 
I think that says a great deal about what we hope Friends at the Lake can be. 

The activities we do are meaningful, but they are also fun. One Friend becomes excited when she 
knocks down all the pins while bowling and is encouraged and applauded by her peers. Another 
recently created a thoughtful and heartfelt poem. During lunch, one Friend shared stories about her 
childhood. 

When our Friends arrive at 10:00, we serve coffee and sit around the table talking until everyone 
has arrived. Over time, it has been wonderful to watch friendships develop. The greetings get 
warmer, and the chatter around the table gets louder. Sometimes communication can be difficult, 
but the more time we spend together, the better we learn to understand one another. 

Recently, we had to say goodbye to our friend Richard. He is moving to a different living 
environment, and his wife felt it was time for him to be done with Friends at the Lake. As he was 
leaving, I went up to him, held his hand, looked him in the eye, and told him how much I had enjoyed 
his friendship and that he would be missed. He didn't say anything, but he squeezed my hand. His 
eyes told me he heard me. 

Another caregiver recently told me that Sarah loves coming to Friends at the Lake because, “This 
is her group. These are her friends, and she doesn't want to be late.” 

That is what Friends at the Lake is all about. 

It is more than four hours. It is a time for caregivers to rest, recharge, and take care of themselves. 
And it is a time for those living with dementia to laugh, socialize, participate, build friendships, and 
simply enjoy being together. 

It is a place to belong. 

 

Contact: Laurie Van Beek 
Laurievb@lakestreetumc.org 
715-832-6603 
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September Mission Offering,  
Chippewa Valley Free Clinic 

In a time when medical investment by the government is less 
secure, we are very fortunate to have the Chippewa Valley Free 
Clinic among us.  

In 2024-2025, the CVFC saw 4,743 patients, 56% of whom were 
employed, mostly adults between the ages of 18 and 46. They 
also fill prescriptions and give vaccinations. The CVFC has 145 
different volunteers – both in medical and support roles, but even 
working with volunteers, running a clinic requires money. This 
month, in our monthly mission offering, we support the CVFC staff 
and volunteers in their giving. 

  

 

Community Table Report           

The Lake Street volunteers served a meal of 
chicken with dressing lettuce salad with 
strawberries and bananas plus cookies to 123 
guests on August 12th. Our next dates to serve are 
September 9th and October 14th.  To volunteer 
contact Peter Nelson at 715-379-8135 or email at 
petermnelson@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

Community Table 
  

Our next dates at TCT are:  

September 9th – 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

October 14th 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

To volunteer, contact Peter 

Nelson at 715-379-8135 or at    

petermnelson@ 

sbcglobal.net .  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  

particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Raise Right (Scrip) for 

September 

Thank you for your support of our 

Raise Right (Scrip) program. 

Through this program we are able to 

help support our Community Table 

commitment.  Al Weisenbeck is now 

managing this fund-raising effort. 

Currently, Al has a variety of cards 

in stock, including for restaurants, 

Festival, Menards, and Kwik Trip.. 

To save on shipping costs, Al orders 

the cards monthly.  The September 

order deadline is September 13 for 

pickup on September 20.  Payment 

is due when you pick up the cards.   

Place your orders by stopping by 

the Raise Right table in the 

Fellowship Hall, or by texting or 

emailing your order to Al at:   

Weisenbecka@gmail.com, or  715 

271 6354  

 

 

Blessing Box:  Thank you to 
everyone who continue to supply 
items for our Blessing Box.  
Items currently needed are 
toothbrushes, wash cloths, 
toothpaste, socks, large 
underwear, Vaseline, and Band-
Aids.  Soap, shampoo, and 
conditioner are starting to run a 
little low, too.  

Beacon House Hosting 

  

Our congregation hosts 

evening meals at Beacon 

House next on:  

  

November 1-7 
  

Thank you to all the many 

volunteers who keep this 

ministry alive, especially our 

new volunteers. 

mailto:petermnelson@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Weisenbecka@gmail.com
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Allison Rae Bolton was baptized on August 9. 

Allison is the daughter of Brittany and Kelly 

Bolton, and granddaughter of Margo and Ken 

Bolton.  

   

  

 

 

 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 

through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Men at Prayer: Thursdays @ 7:30am 

A weekly time of praying together and 

studying scripture verse by verse.  

Followed by “After-MAP” 

at The Goat Coffee House on Water Street. 

To join MAP remotely, contact Pastor Jerry 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

Sunday School Is Just Around the 
Corner! 

Sunday School begins September 13, 
and we’re excited to get started! Our first 
lesson will take us back to the very 
beginning as we explore the Creation 
story. As we continue our journey to 
discover what the Bible is all about, 
please remember to bring your Bible with 
you each Sunday. We can’t wait to learn, 
grow, and explore God’s Word together! 

 

Confirmation and Youth 

Our Confirmation class, open to youth of all ages, begins 

again on Sunday, Sept. 13, at 10:15am in the Fireside 

Library. Last year we focused on understanding the 

Bible. This year we’re going to try to understand church. 

Pray for us. Or better yet, come join us. 

Free Children’s Toys 

Do you have children, grandchildren, or very small 

friends who would like some toys? Our 3rd floor, now 

used by the Kairos Homeschool Coop, has been 

storing some of these for years. Musical instruments, 

a rocking horse, stick horses, and other items are 

free to anyone who is interested. Let Pastor Jerry 

know if you’d like to look at the selection. 
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UWF September Gathering 
The September meeting will be attending the Northwest 
District Annual Fall Gathering on September 
26th at the Barron UMC.  Registration is 
requested and due by Friday September 
18th.  We will be doing car pooling for anyone 
interested in going.  Typically it starts around 

8:30 am and is done by 2:00 pm.  Please see any of the Lake Street 
leadership team for more information or look on the bulletin board in the 
hallway to the office area. 
 
Check the Short Circuit for information on items that will be collected at the 
Barron Meeting. 
 
 

 

Harvest Market Coming 

On November 7th UWF will again sponsor a Harvest Market featuring many 
of the favorites from bazaars of the past.  Soon it will be strawberry season 
and we hope you might make some jam or those that make beautiful cards 
will make some over the summer for this sale.  We will focus mostly on 
bakery, candy, cards and pantry items as our display space will be limited 
to just the open part of Fellowship Hall.  If you do have craft items you’d like 
to donate, please contact Julie Holzinger so we can try to plan space for 
them. 
All proceeds from Harvest Market will be used to fulfill our pledge to 
Missions and our donations to the many local non-profit groups we have 

supported for many years.  Thank you in advance for your faithful support 
of this fun and important event. 
 

FIRESIDE LIBRARY NEWS 

New items in the library include the following: 

Fiction: 

Someone Like You (F Kin), Council of Dolls (F Pow), Any Dream Will Do (F 
Mac), Mountains We Call Home: The Book Woman’s Legacy (F Ric), Book 
of Longings (F Kid), Theo of Golden (F Lev) 

Biography:  

Clinging to the Spirit’s Feathers (B Kos) 

Children’s Books:  

My First Read and Learn Bible (E Ame), God Gave Us You (E Ber)   

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Happy September 

Birthdays to … 

3rd – Linda Peterson 

7th – Gail Schneider 

11th – Jane Kilde 

12th – Julie Holzinger 

 

A Season for Flowers 

One of the ways to 
celebrate the joy of God’s 
creation in the season of 
new life (Easter, but also 
Spring) is with flowers. 
You can bring some of that 
joy to our morning worship 
services by bringing 
flowers to church for the 
altar. Vases are available 
for loan! 

 

 

The Lake Street 

Stampers ... 

will meet on Thursday 

September 24th at 1 pm in 

room 202 to make 

Halloween cards for our 

friends.  It will be fun and 

there’s always room for 

YOU. 
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RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

Lake Street Foundation News 

The Lake Street Foundation was begun over 
thirty years ago, upon the receipt of a large 
gift from a member’s estate. The church 
chose to invest that money with the United 
Methodist Foundation, with the idea of 
providing continuing and growing support for 
the church’s ministry over the long haul. That 
plan has borne much fruit, as that gift has 
grown and been supplemented by further 
gifts, until today the Foundation provides 
grants of over $20,000/year to the ministries 
of this church.  

For the past ten or fifteen years, we have 
seen the sums already invested grow, but 
new gifts had largely dried up. Then, in just 
the past few years, that has changed. First, 
gifts from Al Olson and many others in the 
congregation established the Norma Olson-
Beverly Maser Scholarship Fund, which gives 
$500 every year to a student who is entering 
a “helping” profession. Then, earlier this year, 
another generous gift from a church member 
came in, without designation, simply to 
increase the grant money available each 
year. And then, this past month, Debbie, 
Becky, and David Frank – the children of Rev. 
Don and Karen Frank – made a one-time 
$50,000 donation to the Lake Street 
Foundation. This gift is designated for 
Friends at the Lake, specifically for 
scholarships for those who are unable to pay 
the $45 a day fee. They want to make sure 
that everyone who needs that time of social 
interaction has that chance, regardless of 
their circumstances. 

Following the guidelines established by the 
Foundation, this money will be invested, and 
3% of the end of year total will be distributed 
to Friends each January – or, roughly 
$1,500/year for now.  

We thank all of you for all your support of this 
program: your gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure. Now that we have an investment 
fund designated specifically for Friends, there 
is yet another way to support this gift to 
others. 

A letter from the Frank family is at the right.  

Dear Lake Street United Methodist Church: 

Our parents, Pastor Donald and Karen Frank celebrated 

their 60th Wedding Anniversary while in residence of the 

Memory Care unit at the Classic.  Shortly thereafter, Karen 

passed away and Don remained at the Classic for another 8+ 

years. 

Between the facility staff and activities personnel, dad was 

afforded a daily opportunity to chat and mingle with fellow 

residents and take part in a host of sponsored activities.  In 

addition, dad particularly enjoyed the opportunity of getting 

out and about; be it to church on Sunday, an afternoon of 

coffee with Dave Stratton or ice cream in the park with his 

kids.  We believe that the support and fellowship our father 

received during this time was truly beneficial to his overall 

well-being. 

Sadly though, we realize that many families are not as 

fortunate, and we respect the assistance that the volunteers 

at the Friends at the Lake program can provide.  As a two-

fold program, we see that Friends at the Lake not only 

provides an opportunity for social engagement and 

participation for those with memory loss, but as importantly, 

a bit of rest and recognition for those serving the role of 

caregiver.   

Lake Street United Methodist Church has been a major part 

of the Frank family for many years.  Our parents became 

members of Lake Street, in part, to be among so many of 

their friends.  When the kids were home, it is where 

Christmas was celebrated.  Fellowship hall was the scene for 

both dad’s retirement party in 2002 and our parents’ 50th 

wedding anniversary in 2007.  In 2018, Reverend Jerry and 

Reverend Jean were co-officiants at the celebration of our 

mother’s life, and dad continued attending Sunday services 

when he could.  

The church holds many fond memories for our family, and it 

is our hope that this contribution to the Friends at the Lake 

program will promote similar fond memories for others.    

In our esteem for the volunteers of this program we seek to 

provide them a degree of stability and sustainability for their 

efforts well into the future.  Our support is given in the 

memory of Reverend Donald and Karen Frank and in honor 

to our family’s dear friends, Reverend Jerry Morris and 

Reverend Jean Ehnert Nicholas. 

  Debbie, Becky, and David Frank 
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Financial Report Through July, 2026 

We did not have a financial report in the July newsletter, 
primarily because the Finance Committee took July off. It 
works out well, though, because the June and July reports 
are sort of a matched set. In both months you gave about 
what was expected in the budget (June a little less; July a 
little more.) In both months, we ended up going about a 
thousand dollars in the red. But this is actually good, 
because we had expected to go drop a good bit more than 
that. As a result, at the end of July, we are about $24,500 
in the red, which is much better than the $32,000 we had 
expected. 

As a reminder: we expect some ups and downs in the 
budget through the year, based on past experience. (Last 
year at this point, we were $29,000 in the red.) It is also 
worth noting that we have finally gotten our new monthly 
insurance rates – which we didn’t have when we were 
planning the budget last Fall – and they are about a 
thousand a month more than we had planned on. To be 
holding our own, and even doing a little better than last 
year, is cause to celebrate.  

Meanwhile, gifts beyond our regular giving continue to 
come in to support the ministry of our church. One dramatic 
example is described in detail on p. 8, but Memorial giving 
is also adding to our ministry. The $165/week cost of our 
Radio Broadcast comes largely from this source, and as of 
the end of July, we are $2,000 ahead 
of expectations.  

As always, thank you for your 
faithfulness in giving. 

 

 

Lake Street United Methodist Church

Actual  YTD         

Jul  2026

 Budget YTD         

Jul 2026

Actual  YTD         

Jul  2026

 Budget YTD         

Jul 2026

Actual  YTD         

Jul  2026

 Budget YTD         

Jul 2026

Offerings and other income * 227,700$       205,305           3,947$          3,850$           231,647$        209,155$        

Expenses 186,238         182,578           69,982          58,598$         256,220          241,176          

Net of Offerings less expenses 41,462$         22,727$           (66,035)$      (54,748)$       (24,573)$        (32,021)$        

  * Excludes parsonage investment gain/loss because it is not included in budget

Operating Fund Building Fund Total

MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL GIFTS 
received through August 17, 2026 

MEMORIALS  

In Memory of: Barb Rugotzke.  Donors: 
Anthony and Joan Beardsley. 
Undesignated. Donors: Dorothy 
Sorbie and James Urness. 
Designated for: Youth Programs  

In Memory of:  Boyd Bessier (Jackie 
Kruse’s Brother). Donors: Dick and 
Linda Keepers, Jennie Stratton. 
Undesignated.  

In Memory of: Jack Wilfong. Donors: 
Kathleen Anderson, Greg and 
Brenda Wallace, Terry and 
Marilyn Sullivan, and Ron and 
Corinne Gjerning. Undesignated. 
Donor: Marlene Arntson. Designated 
for: Radio Broadcast. Donor: 
Richard and Linda Keepers. 
Designated for: Feed My People. 
Donors: Peter and Barb Nelson. 
Designated for: Friends at the Lake.  

In Memory of Don Frank. Designated 
for: Friends at the Lake.  

SPECIAL GIFTS  

Donors: Paul and Virginia Hilbrich. 

Designated for: Radio Broadcast 
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Fun(ding) and Fellowship (Hall)  

You could argue that the nerve center of Lake Street Church is not the 
sanctuary, where we worship, but the Fellowship Hall, where we do most of 
our ministry. In the FH we hold the IM Church for adults with disabilities, 
Friends at the Lake for people with dementia, Coffee Fellowship, special 
meals, special worship services, Lay Speaking classes, concerts and fund-
raisers, and more. It is also used by most of the community organizations 
and programs that we host: the ADRC Brain and Body Fitness class, blood 
drives, elections, Wisconsin Conference training events, Kairos Homeschool 
Co-op, and Scouts Pinewood Derbies. As a member of our council recently 
put it, “Without the Fellowship Hall, our welcome ministry doesn’t exist.” 

As you may know, this essential space has a problem: its 30-year-old air 
conditioner has died. We are limping along with window units for the rest of 
the summer, but it will have to be replaced. As you may not know, the FH 
roof is also failing. We can continue patching it for a while and get by, but it 
will need more than that soon. And so, at their August 24 meeting, your 
Church Council approved a Capital Campaign, to begin this Fall and continue 
until the Fall of 2027. The new AC is projected to cost up to $55,000 (the 
Trustees are still looking at bids), and the new roof $70,000. So the campaign 
goal is to raise $125,000. You’ll hear more about this soon. 

But the good news is that we are already 10% of the way there. This space 
is so important to our ministry that some of our ministry teams have 
committed a total of $12,500 from their Foundation grant funds toward this 
campaign. Now let’s show how important this area and the ministry it 
supports is to the rest of us. 

Church Directory! 

We have been talking about this all summer, but the time is finally here. Kyler 
Rognholt will be taking family pictures for an updated directory on Sept. 19-
21 and Sept. 26-28 here at church, in the Lounge. (Across the hallway from 
the church office.) If you have not signed up for a sitting, the schedule is in 
the office. Most of the first weekend is full, but there are still plenty of openings 
on the second weekend. 

Some important details: 

• You do not have to be an official member to be in the directory. If this 
is your church family, sign up. 

• Come to your appointment ten minutes or so early. There is a form to 
fill out to update your information for our internal database and for the 
directory. (Yes, you may indicate if there is information you do not 
want made public.) 

• There is no fee for the sitting. But neither are we going to print 
pictures for you. Instead we will give you digital copies of the pictures 
you choose, preferably by email, but we will also have flash drives 
available. You may then take that to any print shop for prints. 

• Kyler will only be taking family pictures, not individual portraits. Well-
behaved dogs, cats, and children are welcome to join the family 
picture. 

 

LAKE STREET LIFE 

 

 

EDITORIAL POLICY 

The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 

news and information publication 

for members and friends of the 

Lake Street UMC. 

  

EDITORS 

Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 

Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 

Aaron Athas — Digital Production 

  

DEADLINE 

News items for the September 

issue (mailed on Aug. 27) need to 

be received by Aug. 19. 

  

Phone # – 715-832-6603 

  

MAILING ADDRESS 

337 Lake Street, Suite A 

Eau Claire WI 54703 

  

WEBSITE 

www.lakestreetumc.org 

  

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

  

Rev. Jerry Morris 

pastor@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Laurie Van Beek 

laurievb@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Ellen Prellwitz 

adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 

finance@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 

kath_abby@yahoo.com 

  

Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
  

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Rebecca Lawrence 

beccap1992@live.com 

  

Joel Carr 

(no email address) 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
School Back In Session  

10:00am Friends at the 

Lake (Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm Lounge (Tuesday 

Womens NA)  

2 
9:30am UWF Leadership Team 

(Room 202)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed 

NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

3 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

4 
9:00am Kairos 

Home School 

(Rooms 

101/102/Third 

Floor, Fireside, 

Fellowship Hall 

and Dockside)  

6:00pm Fireside 

Library (Healing 

Hearts Grief 

Group)  

5 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

6 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley 

Free Clinic  

9:00am Worship with Communion; 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; [Nursery Available] 

Message: "Between the Crazies";  

Text: Titus 3:1-11;   

10:00am Coffee Hour (Fellowship Hall)  

10:05am Radio Min (880AM/106.3 FM)  

10:30am Bible Group (Conference 

Room)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

7 
Labor Day 

Holiday -- Office 

Closed  

8 
9:30am Missions Team 

(Fireside Library)  

9:30am Room 202 Use 

(Stepping On Class)  

10:00am Friends at the 

Lake (Fellowship Hall)  

1:00pm Friends Support 

Group (Fireside Library)  

6:00pm Communications 

Team (on line)  

6:00pm Fellowship Hall 

(EC Male Chorus Board)  

6:30pm Lounge (Tuesday 

Womens NA)  

9 
9:00am The Community Table  

10:00am Fellowship Hall (ADRC 

Brain and Body Class)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15pm Pack 128 Committee 

(Room 202)  

6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed 

NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

11 
9:00am Kairos 

Home School 

(Rooms 

101/102/Third 

Floor, Fireside, 

Fellowship Hall 

and Dockside)  

6:00pm Fireside 

Library (Healing 

Hearts Grief 

Group)  

12 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

13 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley 

Free Clinic  

9:00am Worship with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery 

Available] 

Message: "A Middle Way With 

Doctrine"; Text: 2nd Timothy 4:1-6;   

10:00am Coffee Hour(Fellowship Hall)  

10:05am Radio Min (880AM/106.3 FM)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

14 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

3:00pm Staff 

Parish 

(Conference 

Room/on line)  

15 
9:30am Room 202 Use 

(Stepping On Class)  

10:00am Friends at the 

Lake (Fellowship Hall)  

1:30pm Room 202 (ADRC 

Powerful Tools for 

Caregrivers)  

5:30pm Trustees (Room 

202/on line)  

6:30pm Finance 

Committee (Fireside 

Library/on line)  

16 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

10:00am Fellowship Hall (ADRC 

Brain and Body Class)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed 

NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

17 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

10:30am 

Friends at the 

Lake Board 

(Fellowship 

Hall)  

18 
9:00am Kairos 

Home School 

(Rooms 

101/102/Third 

Floor, Fireside, 

Fellowship Hall 

and Dockside)  

6:00pm Fireside 

Library (Healing 

Hearts Grief 

Group)  

19 
10:00am Room 

202 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support Group)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4:15pm 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ADK Group)  

6:00pm Welcome 

and Worship 

Team (Room 

202/online)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

Meeting (Rooms 

101/102/103)  

6:30pm Lounge (Tuesday 

Womens NA)  

7:00pm Fellowship Hall 

(EC Male Chorus)  

20 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley 

Free Clinic  

8:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) with 

Children and Youth Helping  

9:00am Worship with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery 

Available]  

10:00am Coffee Hour (Fellowship Hall) 

Message: "A Middle Wau To Morality"; 

Text: 1st Timothy 6:11-16;  

offee Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)  

10:05am Radio Min (880AM/106.3 FM)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Hall)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

21 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

Meeting (Rooms 

101/102/103)  

22 
9:30am Room 202 Use 

(Stepping On Class)  

10:00am Friends at the 

Lake (Fellowship Hall)  

1:30pm Room 202 (ADRC 

Powerful Tools for 

Caregrivers)  

6:30pm Lounge (Tuesday 

Womens NA)  

7:00pm Fellowship Hall 

(EC Male Chorus)  

23 
10:00am Fellowship Hall (ADRC 

Brain and Body Class)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed 

NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

24 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30am Circuit 

Rider 

Assembly 

(Room 202)  

1:00pm 

Stampers 

(Room 202)  

25 
8:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use 

(Sewing Guild)  

6:00pm Fireside 

Library (Healing 

Hearts Grief 

Group)  

26 
8:30am UWF 

Northwest 

District Annual 

Fall Meeting 

(Barron UMC)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

27 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley 

Free Clinic  

9:00am Worship with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery 

Available]  

Message: "A Middle Way With World 

Religions'; Text: 1st Timothy 2:1-7;  

10:00am Coffee Hour (Fellowship Hall)  

10:05am Radio Min (880AM/106.3 FM)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

28 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

6:00pm Church 

Council (Room 

202/online)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

Meeting (Rooms 

101/102/103)  

29 
9:30am Room 202 Use 

(Stepping On Class)  

10:00am Friends at the 

Lake (Fellowship Hall)  

1:30pm Room 202 (ADRC 

Powerful Tools for 

Caregrivers)  

6:30pm Lounge (Tuesday 

Womens NA)  

7:00pm Fellowship Hall 

(EC Male Chorus)  

30 
10:00am Fellowship Hall (ADRC 

Brain and Body Class)  

1:30pm Room 202/Fireside 

Library (ADRC Memory Loss 

Support Group)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Fireside Library (Wed 

NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  
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