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From the Pastor’s Desk:  
God’s Mercy Endures Forever

Easter Day falls on April 17 
this year.  I eagerly look forward 
to celebrating our Lord’s 
resurrection with you, not just 
for one day but throughout the 
fifty-day season of Easter.  Of 
course, we still have some time 
to go in Lent and Holy Week.  We 
do well to continue to count the 
cost of salvation, and reflect on 
the human condition and God’s 
love and mercy before we roll 
out the carpet and celebrate the 
resurrection.  

The psalm that is recommended 
to be used in worship and 
devotions on Easter Day and 
the days around Easter is portions of Psalm 118.  The 
first verse of this wonderful psalm of thanksgiving 
reads “give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
God’s mercy endures forever.”  And, indeed, God’s 
mercy does endure forever as is proclaimed in other 
parts of scripture.  Our good Lord, then, is one who 
showers mercy upon us.  That is what the crucifixion 
and resurrection of our Lord are about for us.  Our 
Lord died on the cross as the sacrifice for our sins.  
He died to reconcile a lost and fallen humanity with 
God.  He died so that we who could never earn our 
salvation might be forgiven our sins and welcomed 
into the heavenly kingdom of God, also known as the 
Church Triumphant, solely by the grace of our good 
and merciful God.  The Lord’s death and subsequent 
resurrection bring into being all of this.  Our Spirit 
moved response is to thank and praise God each and 
every day.  May we even awaken with the psalmist’s 
later words from verse 24 on our minds, if not lips: 
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.”  Then let us spend the days of our 
lives living as our Lord’s joyful and grateful servants 
who realize that we have so much for which to be 
thankful.  

As I contemplate life right now, I do eagerly thank 
God for the resurrection, while counting the cost of 
salvation preceding it.  I give thanks, that, come what 
may in life, I can live in hope and peace knowing 
that our Lord died for me, and you, and is with us 
throughout our journey in this world.  I joyfully do 
his work now, while taking comfort in the promise of 

eternal life.  Also, as I contemplate 
life now, I am grateful that 
COVID is not posing as much 
of a threat as it was before for 
us.  (Though please continue 
to exercise caution regarding 
the pandemic.)  Of course, like 
many of you, I am praying for the 
safety of the people of Ukraine 
and that the unprovoked and 
unwarranted invasion of that 
country ceases, which is even 
what many Russians want.  When 
it does, that will be a fine day 
to thank God for peace in that 
region, while praying for world 
peace.  I also give thanks to God 
for our time together, which will 

conclude after a new (hopefully) long-term pastor is 
in place, which should be sometime later this year.  I 
think we have been a good fit since last mid-summer; 
and I look forward to working with you to help spread 
God’s work for the duration of our time together.  

These are but a few of the things that I thank and 
praise God for right now.  What is on your mind in this 
regard?  Do not keep it to yourself but in various ways 
share your good news of thanks with others. 



I was quite pleased that at its March council 
meeting, the council approved sending a thousand 
dollars to Lutheran Disaster Response for aid to last 
year’s domestic tornado victims.  The council also 
approved sending a thousand dollars to Lutheran 
Disaster Response to support the “Eastern Europe 
Crisis Response.”  These funds will be used in full 
to assist those affected by the crisis in Ukraine and 
neighboring countries.  Regarding the latter, the 
council and I are inviting you to also contribute to 
the Ukraine relief by making donations for “Eastern 
Europe Crisis Response.”  Simply mail or deliver 
your earmarked donations to the church and we will 
send it onto Lutheran Disaster Response.  Or if you 
would like to check this out more and make an online 
donation, simply google www.elca.org and log onto 
the appropriate page.  Together we can help make a 
difference! 
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News

Pastoral Acts

The council meeting on March 10 began with 
Pastor Dan’s prayer and his report.  His report focus 
included: 

1. Lenten services and their music 
2. Visitations of shut ins 
3. Christian education in the Sunday School 
setting and the positive feedback this is
generating.  ‘Women of the Bible’ is the current 
theme with Pastor teaching on Eve in the 
coming weeks.

The Call Committee continues to report positive 
progress interviewing candidates.  They are receiving 
timely synod support!

Council approved a motion to send $1000 thru 
Lutheran Disaster Relief to the Ukrainian Relief Fund. 
Council also approved a recommendation from the 
Finance Committee to send $1000 to Lutheran Disaster 
Relief for flood disaster assistance.

It’s time for Synod delegates, Pastor will speak with 
those who have served in the past.  Synod’s meeting 
will be held virtually this year (using Zoom).

Council meetings will move back to 6:30 p.m. The 
next meeting will be advanced one week, due to avoid 
a busy Holy Week. Next meeting: 6:30 p.m. in person 
at Grace Lutheran Church on April 7.
-Scott

Holy Week Schedule
April 10 - Palm Sunday worship at 9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

April 13 - Midweek Lenten Services at 7:00 p.m.

April 14 - Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m.

April 15 - Good Friday Service at 7:00 p.m.

April 17 - Easter Sunday 
worship at 9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Fellowship celebration at 
10:00 a.m.

Spring Sunday School
Sunday School is happening between services 

throughout the Spring.  There are different teachers 
and styles weekly, and something for the kids as well!  

April continues with the following:
April 3 and 10 – ‘The Science of God’ by Beth Brown
April 17 Easter – Join us for a sweet morning treat 
and social time in the Welcome Center
April 24 and May 1 – ‘Women of the Bible’

May’s offerings are:
May 8 – Mothers’ Day treat and social:  Bring mom
with you!
May 15 and 22 – ‘Women of the Bible’
May 29 – Memorial Day remembrance (interactive)

The Door Is Open… Pastor Dan is available 
for an office visit or would welcome the 
opportunity to visit you.  Please call as 
needed, 717-634-4025.  God Bless!

He made 25 visits as well as calls this month.

Pastor Dan Comments on the Eastern 
Europe Crisis ResponseSPRING CLEAN UP

Even though we are still experiencing occasional 
blasts of snowy weather, it is time to think of the 
Annual Spring Clean-up here at Grace Lutheran.  So, 
on Saturday the 23rd of April we will be meeting on the 
church lawn at 9:00 a.m. to begin removing the winters 
mess of twigs and trash from the area, removing 
weeds from the flower beds, putting down mulch and 
installing the hoses from the rain barrels. Inside, there 
will be dusting opportunities for those who can’t work 
outside and as always, the kitchen can use some heavy 
cleaning of the cooking equipment.  As COVID-19 is 
slowly receding from our daily lives, we are hopeful 
that there will be more social events that will occur in 
our church so making sure that all is ready is a goal of 
the spring clean-up volunteers.  If you plan to work 
outside, bring your own gloves and pruning shears 

and digging tools and 
wheelbarrows and pitch 
forks to spread the mulch.  
The more volunteers we 
have the quicker the job 
will be finished.  Looking 
forward to seeing you on 
Saturday, April 23 at 
9:00 a.m.!



Graceful Women will meet on May 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Welcome Center.  A 
special guest, Helen Sajer, 
the President and Founder 
of Pennsylvania Wounded 
Warriors, will be there to talk 
about that organization.  All 
members of the church are 
welcome to attend.  Tell your 
friends too!

Our Lutheran camps have 
the following events in April:

April 10 from 2-4:30 p.m. 
at either Kirchenwald or 
Nawakwa - Summer Camp 
Open House:  You are invited to 
visit Kirchenwald or Nawakwa 
on March 20 or April 10. Take a 

tour of camp with members of our summer staff and 
see what camp is all about. As a bonus, we will give a 
$10 gift certificate for the camp store to every brand-
new camper!

April 22 – 24 at Nawakwa - ALIVE:  Our annual 
ALiVE middle-school youth event is being postponed, 
and is rescheduled for April 22-24, 2022, at Camp 
Nawakwa. This is the weekend AFTER Easter. This 
will be our re-scheduled 2021 Event. We pray you will 
consider attending with youth in grades 6-8.

April 24 from 2-6:00 p.m. at Kirchenwald - Earth 
Day celebration:  Enjoy an afternoon of environmental 
activities, games, and crafts at one of your favorite 
places within God’s creation: CAMP! An evening meal 
is included in the $15 fee. All ages welcome.

April 29 -30 at Kirchenwald - Men's Retreat:  Need a 
weekend with the guys? Come on out to Kirchenwald 
for a retreat that’s sure to put hair on your chest.

April 30 from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at Nawakwa - 
Nawakwa Work Day:  Help us get our sites ready for 
the summer season. Jobs available for all skill levels. 
Complimentary lunch for all volunteers.

If you would like more information about these 
events, you can call 717-677-8211 or email:  
lcc@lutherancamping.org
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

erma’s inspirations

Graceful Women 

Have you ever had anyone 
come to you and say,

“Tell me, how do you know 
when it’s time to Pray?”

I mean, our stomachs grow 
when it’s time to eat,

Our eyes start closing when it’s time to sleep.
When our feelings get hurt, it’s time for tears,

With a new birth, it’s time to care.
People will often tell us, quite so,

When it’s time to come or stay or go.

But how do you know when It’s time to pray?

Does an alarm go off next to your bed?
Or is there a clanging inside your head?

Do your eyes start blinking, a horn start blowing?
Or do you listen for a rooster crowing?

Just what is your way of knowing 
When it’s time to pray?

With me, I find it’s time to pray 
At the beginning and ending of each day.

And when I’m sick and feeling bad,
Or scared, or lonely, or lost, or sad.

When the bills blow in like sand,
I seek a touch of the Master’s hand,

When I need patience, hope or peace
And an abiding love that will not cease.

When I’m thankful for all there is 
That now is mine, and yet is His.

Gladness, sadness, joy and grief
 We share in prayer.  And it’s my belief 

That whenever my heart has something to say
That’s how I know when it’s time to pray.

-Alberta Whitlow

Lutheran Camping 

Our April Cabinet will feature the 12 
disciples.

Our May cabinet will feature the 
graduates from 2021 to 2022.  Please see 
that Janet or Pat get a picture and a card 
with the name of the School or College by 
2022.  You can pick up the cards to fill out 
in the Welcome Area.

What’s in the display case?

How Do You Know 
When It’s Time to 

Pray?

Lenten Services Continue 
Through April

There are Midweek Lenten services 
on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. every 
week until April 13.  These are also 
being LIVE STREAMED ONLINE if 
you cannot attend in person.  Please 
join in!
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Your love is needed now, 
more than ever

Since conflict began in 
late February, more than 
3 million people have fled 
Ukraine, with hundreds 
of thousands more in 
dire need within their 
country.  We can help our 
sisters and brothers from 

Ukraine — but only with your support. Families are 
counting on you.

How is Lutheran World Relief helping?
We are committing $3 million to respond to this 

crisis and are on the ground working with partners in 
and around Ukraine to rapidly develop programming 
plans based on short- and long-term needs.  As part 
of this response, we are providing emergency funds 
to Ukrainian refugee families in Poland. Cash will 
be distributed at Lutheran churches throughout 
southwest Poland.

 
To help Ukrainian families who have fled to safety, 

Lutheran World Relief is air-lifting Personal Care Kits 
and Mission Quilts that were pre-positioned in our 
Dubai warehouse as part of our first response. We 
are grateful for the thousands of Lutherans across the 
United States whose care and generosity have made it 
possible for us to respond immediately. 

We are bringing together expertise from our partners 
to:

•Support critical health needs through the provision 
of medical supplies or support for emergency medical 
services

•Provide food, shelter and other critically needed 
items, including quilts and care kits

•Distribute emergency funds to refugees
We plan to respond in Ukraine, in neighboring 

countries hosting Ukrainian refugees, and in other 
countries suffering from the inevitable ripple effects, 
like fuel and food disruptions.

 Download and print out our latest Emergency 
Situation Report here: https://lwr.org/downloads/lwr-
situation-report-crisis-ukraine-no-3

 The situation in Ukraine and Eastern Europe is 
evolving every day. We will keep you updated as our 
response develops.

Lutheran World Relief 
for Ukraine

Church 
Family News

Teryl Cartwright, church secretary, sends a special 
thank you for the gift card and note of encouragement 
she received recently.  She is grateful and appreciates 
the thoughtfulness and generosity of the anonymous 
giver.  Thank you.

The Book Club is reading 
The Love Story of Missy 
Carmicheal by Beth 
Morrey.  Goodreads.com 
has this to say about the 
book: 

The world has changed 
around Missy Carmichael.  
At seventy-nine, she's estranged from her daughter; 
her son and only grandson live across the world in 
Australia; and her great love is gone.  Missy spends 
her days with a sip of sherry, scrubbing the kitchen in 
her big empty house and reliving her past--although 
it's her mistakes, and secrets, that she allows to shine 
brightest.  The last thing Missy expects is for two perfect 
strangers and one spirited dog to break through her 
prickly exterior and show her just how much love she 
still has to give.

The Book Club meets each third 
Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Welcome Center.  If you would 
like to join us, contact Geri Jacobs or 
Jennifer Rudolf to borrow the book.  We 
have an account with the York County 
public library system to borrow books 
free of charge.  All avid readers are 
welcome. Our next meeting is on April 
21.
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Wedding Anniversaries

April Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

April’s flowers:

May’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Copy Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

01 - In memory of Martin & Lena Ericson, 
   George Heckel, &Annette (Heckel) Miller 
   by Leif &Peggy
08 - In memory of Mr & Mrs H Norman 
   Fishel by their children & grandchildren
15 - In memory of Jacob E Mary Valentine 
   & David Thompson by Regina
22 - To the glory of God
29 - In loving memory of all the service 
    men who have fallen defending our 
    country

03 - In memory of deceased members of 
   the Golden & Coeyman  families by Mr 
   & Mrs Ron Golden
10 - In memory of Atty & Mrs  Samuel 
   Laucks Sr. by the family
17 - In memory of Atty & Mrs Samuel S 
   Laucks Jr, Mr & Mrs John S Kopec by Dr 
   & Mrs Samuel S Laucks
     -The altar cross is in memory of the 
       deceased family members of the 
       Turner & Kupp families 
24 – In memory of the deceased     
    members of the choir by Richard Rhine

An Act of Kindness
On Saturday, March 19, two people named Kerry 

and Joanie were on the church's lawn during our first 
lovely Spring day of the year.  Kerry was working on the 
birdhouse and Joanie was sitting on the grass keeping 
him company.  When asked what they were doing on 
such a beautiful day, Kerry said he is constructing a 
new birdhouse and stand to replace our original one 
(worn out by the weather).  Kerry is not a member of 
our church, but is a friend of the Hartman family.  He 
said he always enjoys our garden and is touched by our 
memorials we have placed throughout the garden.  He 
said he has noticed that many churches do not allow 
memorials.  Kerry said he wanted to reconstruct our 
birdhouse in memory 
of Eddie and John 
Hartman.  He is doing 
this at his own cost. This 
writer enjoyed getting 
to know Kerry and 
Joanie on a wonderful 
Spring day.

01- David & Linda Dennish	
22- Ralph & Julie Urey 
25- Kevin & Daphne Grim 
27- Larry & Marie Fales 

01- Loretta Golden	
04- Jayne Legore
04- Karen Turner
05- Connie Heiss
05- Shaelyn Rae Peters
06- Janet Murphy
06- Mark Ricci
06- Diana Smith
06- Eric Smith
07- Kristin Rexroth 
10- Scott T. Frey
10- Andrew Warntz
11- Landon Buckingham 
12- Alysin Dellinger-Herman
12- Daphne Grim
13- Lance Licht
14- Allen Dellinger

14- Chris Golden
14- Vincent Kicas
14- Kelly Stauffer
15- Hayden 
       Christenberry
15- Robert Strobeck
16- Thomas Smith
18- Kay Mansberger
21- Hayes Webster
22- Parker Bowles
24- Kurt Golden
24- Teresa Goodling
24- Quay Yendall III
25- Debbie Hoover
25- Brian Kollosch
26- Larry Fales Sr.

Birthdays
FOOD 
PANTRY 
NEWS

Some exciting news concerning the “yard sale” 
component of the Food Distribution activity.  Since 
we are not having any social functions currently, we 
are able to keep the tables filled with donations set up 
in the social room.  This will allow late-comers and 
emergency requests clients to have the opportunity 
to “shop” for bedding, shoes, clothing, toys, books 
and even some knick knacks when they come to pick 
up their food order.  We will keep the tables set up 
until after Easter so that we can offer some special 
joy to those are in need of a blessing in their lives.  If 
you have never seen what our our set-up looks like, 
take a trip down to the social room and see what an 
awesome out-reach mission this is for our clients.  In 
addition, we are now accepting donations again so if 
you are spring cleaning at your house, adjusting your 
clothes closet or just down-sizing remember that we 
do need your help to fill the needs of the “yard sale”.  
Donations can be dropped at the church from Tuesday 
through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  If you 
need help delivering your donations, call the church 
and leave your name with Teryl and she will contact 
someone to come to help you. 
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