
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
February 11, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and  
in honor of the 38th wedding anniversary of Pam and Chuck Huber.

The artwork on the cover is “Transfiguration” by Rebecca Merry. 

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary Holy God, We Praise Thy Name Barbara Harbach

Entrance & Praise

* Opening Hymn No. 103 ST. DENIOImmortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Greeting & Call to Worship Debbie Heller

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

In the midst of our darkness, Jesus brings holy light! 
Pierce our darkness; scatter the shadows of doubt and fear!  
Bring us your light, O Lord.

We seek the light but have long lived in the darkness. Bring your light, O Lord. 
Help us be ready to receive that light!

Come to the shining presence of Jesus. Receive healing and hope. 
Lord, our lives are ablaze with your love and healing power.  
Praise be to you, O Christ! Amen!

I believe in God, the creator of the universe, who spoke, “Let there be light!” 
and there was light, setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this 
day.
I believe in Jesus Christ, the light of the world that shines in the darkness. 
The darkness cannot overcome it. He embodied humanity in the image of 
God. In kindness, truthfulness, humility and devotion, he suffered for the 
greater good. He was and is the Son of God. He died on the cross for us, 
God’s saving grace!
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the guiding light of God in our world. Through 
the Spirit, God reveals the darkness of human sin, helps people grow 
and become the people they are meant to be. I believe in the power of 
transformation, through God’s spirit and light, here in this world and in the 
world to come. Amen.
Written by Andreas Wagner for ModernLiturgist.org

* Affirmation of Faith Debbie Heller 



Give God the glory, God and none other;  
Give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;  

Give God the glory, God with us, my brother: Glory to God on high!

* Gloria CHRISTE SANCTORUMChrist Is the World’s Light

Baptism James O’Donald Starling
Kyle & Cater Starling, Parents

Rev. Stone 

When prompted, the congregation responds:  
Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and 
your commitment to Christ? 
We do. 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include James 
now before you in your care? 
With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the 
example of Christ. We will surround James with a community of love and 
forgiveness, that he may grow in his trust of God, and be found faithful in 
his service to others. We will pray for him, that he may be a true disciple  
who walks in the way that leads to life. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Sung responses (Hymnal page 53)
Celebrant says words befitting the occasion, then the congregation sings:
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Tell of God’s mercy each day.
Celebrant says words befitting the occasion, then the congregation sings:
Declare Christ’s works to the nation, 
his glory among all the people.
Celebrant says words befitting the occasion, then the congregation sings:
All praise to you, Eternal Father, 
through your Son Jesus Christ, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns for ever. Amen.



Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 
Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Debbie HellerResponsive Psalm Psalm 50:1-6 (UMH 783)

Proclamation & Response

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off thy guilty fears. 
The bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears. 
Before the Throne, my Surety stands. 
My name is written on His hands.

Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary, 
They pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me: 
“Forgive them, O, forgive,” they cry, 
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die.”

My God is reconciled, His pard’ning voice I hear; 
He owns me for His child, I can no longer fear; 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. 
- Charles Wesley 

Anthem Arise, My Soul, Arise Dan Forrest

Baptismal Hymn  God Claims You

James, James, God claims you,  
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 

We this day do all agree a child of God you’ll always be. 

James, James, God claims you,  
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 

We your family love you so, we vow to help your faith to grow. 

James, James, God claims you,  
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 

We are here to say this day that we will help you on your way. 

James, James, God claims you,  
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too.  

- Written by Stanley M. Farr, from the Book of Worship © 1981



Offertory Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word J. S. Bach

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the offering plate. 

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only light,  
Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o’er the shades of night;  
Day-spring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.

* Doxology RATISBONChrist, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Rev. StoneMorning Prayer “Prayers of Intercession for Transfiguration Sunday,” 
taken from the Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Kimberly Long, editor.

Sermon Rev. Stone

Rev. StoneScripture Reading Mark 9:2-9 (Pew Bible pg 820)
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them 
up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as no one on earth 
could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us 
to be here; let us set up three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no 
one with them any more, but only Jesus.
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one 
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



* Closing Hymn No. 355 CANTERBURYDepth of Mercy

Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

Closing Voluntary Praeludium in E minor Georg Bruhns

Sending Forth

News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!

Ash Wednesday | February 14 | 6:30 pm
Join us for our annual service of ashes to mark the beginning of Lent, where 
we come before God recognizing our humanity, repenting of our sin, and 
remembering who we are and who we can be.  
The service begins at 6:30 in the Sanctuary, with a soup supper in the Fellowship 
Hall before the service at 5:30.



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Transfiguration Sunday

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

Transfiguration Sunday marks the last 
Sunday in Epiphanytide and is a celebration 
of the revelation of Jesus’ eternal glory and 
divinity to three of his disciples (Peter, 
James, and John). According to tradition, 
this event took place on Mount Tabor. The 
color of the paraments is white to mark 
one of the pivotal moments in the life of 
Christ.
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