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Jude: Contend for the Faith

Navigating the Doubts and Sins of Fellow Believers
Jude 22-23

SUNDAY MESSAGE OUTLINE

Three categories of people who drift away from the faith and how to respond to them
1- Those who doubit. Respond with MERCY.

2- Those who are caught up in sin. Respond by SNATCHING THEM FROM THE FIRE.

Snatching From the Fire Guidance (Matthew 18:15-18; Galatians 6:1-2; 2 Corinthians 2:6-8)
Step 1- Personally confront to restore
Step 2- Two to three confront to restore
Step 3- Spiritual leaders confront to restore
Step 4- Removal from church community until there is repentance

3- Those who are deep in sin. Respond with MERCY MIXED WITH FEAR.

Mercy is the relational medicine to restore a wayward believer.

Is there someone in your life you need to pursue to restore?

OPENING QUESTION

What stood out to you or was most helpful from the message? What do you have questions
about?

BIBLE DISCUSSION
Read Jude 22-23

1. Why is mercy the best response to those who have doubts? How does mercy look
different than judgment in how you talk to that person?

2. |If you are caught up in a sin, would you want a Christian friend to confront you about what
you are doing? If so, how would you want them to go about that conversation?

3. For the last category of people, Jude advises mercy mixed with fear. What are we to fear?
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Read Matthew 18:15-18

4. What are the steps to take when a Christian friend sins? What thoughts or questions do
you have about this progression of action steps given to us by Jesus?

5. When you do step one and go to them personally to point out their fault, what are some
keys to doing so well?

6. Very frequently Christians get caught up in a sin and no one ever says anything to them
or tries to restore them to a right relationship with God. Why is that?

7. The last step in the process is to treat them “as a pagan or tax collector.” This sounds
harsh to many. Why would Jesus instruct his church to do this?

Read Galatians 6:1-2

8. How do you know if you are living by the Spirit or not? Are you qualified to seek to restore
a friend who is sinning?

9. How is saying something to a Christian friend caught up in sin a way of genuinely loving
them and carrying their burdens? Is there someone you feel led to see to restore?

YOUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD

How do you feel led by the Spirit to put into practice what you have learned from God’s Word?

PRAYER PROMPT

Pray for your church to be committed to godly contending for the faith. If you know a brother or
sister in Christ who is caught up in a sin, pray for the courage from the Holy Spirit to talk to them
and encourage them to obey Jesus.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR FURTHER STUDY

1 Corinthians 5:1-12 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 Ephesians 5:25-27 Matthew 18:21-35



