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MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE 
DECEMBER 1, 2024 

 
 

Answers to Life’s Biggest Questions 
How Can a Loving God Send People to Hell? 
 

OPENING QUESTIONS 

1. Where is the greatest point of tension for you in the question, “How can a loving God 
send people to hell?” Is it believing in a literal hell? Or trying to defend that God is loving 
while there is a hell? Or reconciling how an eternal hell could be considered fair 
judgment? 
 

2. What stood out to you or was most helpful for you from the message?   

 
SUNDAY MESSAGE OUTLINE 

We can’t delete or diminish hell. Jesus taught that hell is… 

1. An eternal fire of punishment. (Matthew 25:41; Mark 9:43, 48) 
2. A place of “darkness” outside of the kingdom of God where “weeping and 

gnashing of teeth” is all that will be heard (Matthew 25:30) 
3. A place of agonizing pain (Luke 16:22-24; Mark 9:47-48) 

 
While we can ask, “What is wrong with how God sees sin and justice?” A better question is 
to ask, “What is wrong with how I am seeing sin and justice?”  
 
God’s perfect justice and sacrificial love shine bright in the midst of the dark reality of hell. 
 
God takes no pleasure in the suffering of the wicked. (2 Peter 3:9; Ezekiel 33:11) 

“If you won’t say to God ‘Thy will be done,’ then he’ll say to you, ‘Thy will be done.’” -C. S. 
Lewis 

On the Day of Judgement, no one will be condemned to hell because they did not hear 
about Jesus. They will be condemned to hell because they suppressed what can be known 
about God to pursue alternative gods of their own creation. (Romans 1:18-20) 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
Read Luke 16:19-31 

1. What do we learn about Hades (i.e. hell) from this story that Jesus shared about a rich 
man and a beggar named Lazarus?  
 
 

2. As you consider how the story ends, what does Jesus reveal about what gets someone 
sent to hell?  
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Read Matthew 25:31-46 

 
3. Jesus teaches that he will come in glory; and when he does, he will conduct a final 

judgment. He warns that he will send the unrighteous to eternal fire for eternal 
punishment (verses 41, 46). How is righteousness and unrighteousness determined 
according to Jesus? What does this teach us about faith in Jesus?  
 
 

4. If sin requires an eternal judgment for justice to be served, what does this teach us about 
sin?  
 

Read Ezekiel 33:11 
 

5. Does God derive a level of pleasure in punishing sin? 
 
 

6. How should knowing God takes no delight in seeing wicked people suffer affect how we 
see hell? Has God done enough to keep people from going to hell? Why or why not?  
 

Read Romans 1:18-21 
 

7. Often when discussing the fairness of hell, those who have never heard the good news of 
Jesus are brought up. Is it fair that they be held accountable for their sins? How would 
Paul answer that based on what he explains about how people treat the knowledge of 
God? 
 
 

8. Is it reasonable to believe that God will provide someone the knowledge of how to be 
saved if they are sincerely seeking the truth about him? Explain.  
 
 

9. After considering the message and the Scriptures studied here, how would you answer 
the question, “How can a loving God send people to hell?”  

 
 
PRAYER PROMPT  
Pray for three people you know personally who are far from God that they would repent and be 
made right with God by faith in Jesus. Ask God to open their eyes to the terrible eternal outcome 
that awaits them if they persist in rejecting him as God.  
 
 
SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR FURTHER STUDY 

Mark 9:42-50 
Luke 12:4-7 
Jude 3-10 
Revelation 1:12-18 
Revelation 20:11-15; 21:6-8 


