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The Best Gift 
Death for Life  
 
OPENER 
Share a story of someone who trusts in their own good works to cover their wrongdoing.  
 
SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES 
Human self-reliance often leads to an attempt to atone for our sins through good works, hoping that our 
efforts will somehow bridge the gap between our imperfect selves and the holiness of God. However, the 
biblical truth reveals a different reality: our works, no matter how well-intentioned, fall short of truly atoning for 
our sins. Only through Christ Jesus can the three crucial issues between us and God be resolved. As we 
delve into this discussion, let us grapple with the tension between our attempts to earn God's favor and the 
profound reality that only Jesus can truly atone for our sins. Jesus is the best gift of all.  
 
Message Outline:  
Christ’s work of atonement solves three key issues between us and God. 

1.     Without Christ’s perfectly righteous sacrifice of atonement God’s holiness is not honored. 
2.     Without Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice God’s justice is not satisfied.  
3.     Without Christ shedding his blood there is no remission of sins.  

 
Discussion Questions  

1. In Leviticus 1-7, we read of offerings people could make to find atonement and forgiveness of sins. 
Read Leviticus 5:1-7 and write down three key issues that contribute to the atonement of sins.   

 
 
 
 

2. Read 1 Peter 1:19b; 2:22-24; 1:14-15; Isaiah 6:1-5; and Leviticus 19:2. How can we personally experience 
God’s holiness in our lives in a way that honors God’s holiness? How does our inability to achieve a 
holy life point to our need for Jesus as our atonement?  

 
 
 
 
 

3. Read Leviticus 17:11. How does the shedding of blood accomplish atonement (see Romans 6:23a; 
Ezekiel 18:4b; James 1:15) and why is it essential to satisfying God’s justice (see Romans 3:25-26)? 
How does Rom 3:25-26 challenge our belief that our good works can compensate for our sins and 
satisfy God’s justice?  
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4. Read Hebrews 4:15-16. In what ways does Jesus distinguish himself as being able to provide 
atonement for us?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. James 1:15 shows us the steps from sin to death. What is your immediate emotional response to this 
verse and what will be your response based on Christ’s atonement for your sins?  

 

 

 

 

6. Explore Hebrews 9:11-14. How does Jesus who is our perfect sacrifice cleanse our consciences and 
helps us overcome our essential problem of self-reliance that our works will save us?  
 
 

 
 
 
Responding to God’s Word 

Considering our discussion, why is it critical that we don’t trust in our own good works but only trust in 
Jesus to atone for our sins?  
 

 
Meditate and Pray 

Pause and give thanks to God. Acknowledge Jesus as the Best Gift; thanking him for his perfect sacrifice, 
his substitutionary death, and his precious blood that covers our sins forever. Choose to share God’s 
grace with others this week.  

 
Time Alone With God Reading Guide  
Day 1:  Luke 1:1-25     Day 5:  Luke 1:67-80 
Day 2:  Luke 1:26-38     Day 6: Luke 2:1-21 
Day 3:   Luke 1:39-56     Day 7: Luke 2:22-40  
Day 4:   Luke 1:57-66 
 


