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Revelation 

Introducing Revelation 
Revelation is a book of visions and symbols that is not easy to understand and apply to our lives. Given 
all the upheaval in our world and our lives, why take valuable time in the enigmatic book of Revelation?  
One reason is that it will help us to resist the pressure to compromise our faith. Also, the book helps us 
to know why what’s happening is happening. Additionally, we need to grow in our relationship with 
Jesus.  

OPENER 

What is a puzzling symbol in Revelation or a question you have?  

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES 

Five Aids to understanding Revelation:  
1. Remember the title as you read the book: The Revelation of Jesus Christ.  
2. Try to see what John sees.  
3. Keep in mind the Table of Contents.  
4. The book is not chronological.  
5. Put on your prologue glasses as you read.  

Discussion Questions  

1. Read Revelation 1:1. Apocalypse (or, Revelation) is a word that describes disclosing something 
that previously was undisclosed; pulling back the curtain. What disclosure about Jesus in our 
text encouraged you? Puzzled you?  

 
 

2. In the book of Revelation, we find seven unveilings of Jesus (1:13-18; 5:6-7; 12:1-6; 14:1; 14:14; 
19:16; 22:12-17). These are all powerful ways in which Jesus pulls back the curtain to show us 
how amazing he is. Even as John begins the book, though, there is much said ab out Jesus in 1:1-
8. Read 1:1-8 and write down each description of Jesus. Take a moment and ponder each one 
for your own encouragement. Then, worship Jesus.  
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3. Take a moment and review the Table of Contents below. Try to remember, as you read 
Revelation, where you are in the book.   
 
Table of Contents.  
Prologue (1:1-8)  

A. The Son of Man is in the middle of His churches. (1:9)  
B. Jesus the Lamb is in the middle of His throne, breaking the seals to reveal history. (4:1) 
C. A woman and a dragon portray the great battle between evil and good. (11:19) 
D. The angels pour out the 7 bowls of judgment leading up to the destruction of Babylon the 

harlot. (15:5) 
E. Jesus emerges on a white horse and, as soon as he shows up, the end begins. (19:11)  

Epilogue (22:10-21)i  
 
 

4. In each section of the Table of Contents, Jesus changes his costume (or the metaphor about 
himself). He wears a long white robe with a golden sash, he’s a Lamb, he’s the Temple, the 
Lamp, the Bright Morning Star and more. How have you found it encouraging to your faith to 
read biblical descriptions of Jesus?  
 
 

Responding to God’s Word 

As we begin Revelation, Pray that Jesus will reveal himself to you in powerful ways that help you grow 
strong in faith.  

Memorize 

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and 
take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. Revelation 1:3  
 
 

Time Alone With God Reading Guide 

Day 1: Revelation 1  Day 5: Revelation 5 
Day 2: Revelation 2  Day 6: Revelation 6  
Day 3: Revelation 3  Day 7: Revelation 7 
Day 4: Revelation 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i Darrell Johnson. Discipleship on the Edge 


