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This Is Who We Are
The Family of God

OPENER
“I love Jesus but | don’t like church.” That’s just one of many feelings, some positive and some negative, that
people have about the church. What expressions have you heard people voice about church?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

Paul’s letter to the Galatians dealt with some major mistakes made by the lead apostle, Peter! Peter was afraid
of a very influential group called Judaizers that were demanding that non-Jewish believers should be
circumcised like Jews had to be under the law. Paul reprimands Peter for betraying the truth of the gospel —
that we are all saved by faith (and not by religious works) in Christ.

What we often fail to realize is that every church is messy because it has people in it! We need to recognize
that the church, as the family of God, is comprised of people who are on a journey of being transformed by
Christ (even people as mature as the apostle Peter).

And because we fail to realize that, even though Christians can sin and mess up, the church is still “the family
of God”. Just as no family is perfect; neither is any local church perfect. But many people have true dislike for
the church. That needs to change.

Message Outline:
Why would I love the church?
1. God wants to adopt you into his church family! (4:4-5)
2. God wants to give you the benefits of being in his church family.
a. You receive God’s Spirit into your heart. (4:6)
b. You become an heir of God. (4:7)
3. God enables us to love one another, especially in his church family. (6:1-2, 10)

Discussion Questions

1. Read Galatians 4:1-7. What does the passage reveal about our relationship with God and the concept
of the church as God’s family? How does the metaphor of God as our Father affect your perception of
the church as a family (vv 4,5)?

2. Read Galatians 4:4-6a. If we are adopted into sonship — regarded by God as his children — how does
this change our interactions within the church family if we regard each other as our eternal siblings —
our forever brothers and sisters?
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3. What does a local church look like when it is living as a healthy family of God? (See the “one another”
commands of Scripture: Rom 12:10, 16; 13:8; 14:19; 15:14; Eph 4:2; 2 Thess 1:3; 1 Pet 1:22; 1 Jn 4:7, 11-12;
Gal 5:13, 26; 6:2; Eph 4:25, 32; 5:21; Phil 2:3; 1 Pet 5:5; Col 3:9; 1 Thess 4:11, 18; Heb 10:24-25; James
5:16; 1 Pet 4:9; 1 Jn 1:7.) How would you describe what is healthy and what is unhealthy in our church?

4. Read Galatians 4:6-7. One of the many benefits of being adopted into the family of God is that we
receive the Holy Spirit (v 6). Another benefit (in v 7) is that we inherit all that is God’s! Read Romans
8:14-17. How do these benefits transform how we relate to the family of God; as well as how we relate
to those who are not in God’s family?

5. Discuss practical actions we can take to strengthen the sense of family unity at CrossPoint?

Responding to God’s Word
In what ways can we personally prioritize relationships, practice forgiveness, engage in Christ’s mission
beyond the walls of the church building, and immerse people of our area in the grace of Christ?

Meditate and Pray

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours
does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of
our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. (1 Thess 3:12-13)

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Day 5: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8
Day 2: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16 Day 6: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Day 3: 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:10 Day 7: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

Day 4: 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13



