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Five Parables of Jesus
The Rich Fool

OPENER

The Bible teaches that wealth and material things are not evil. What is the difference between being a
responsible steward of our resources and being driven by greed? Discuss how we discern whether we are
glorifying God with our resources?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

Three questions to help us overcome greed:

1. How do | know if | am greedy? (Luke 12:15-19)

e | know I'm greedy if | seek the abundance of possessions as though they will give me life or
validate me, and | remain disinterested in the abundant life Jesus offers.

2. Why should | guard against greed? (Luke 12:15,19-21
e Greed never brings you the life you really desire.
e Greed can never prepare you for life after death.

3. How can | be “rich toward God”? (1 Timothy 6:17-19)
e Putyour hope in God and not in your wealth.
e Berich in good deeds by generously sharing.

Discussion Questions
1. Read Luke 12:13-14. Why did the man approach Jesus, and how did Jesus respond to his request?
Why did Jesus respond this way?

2. Read Luke 12:15. What does Jesus mean that “life does not consist in an abundance of possessions”?
How does this statement challenge our modern culture? How can greed hinder our ability to love and
care for others?

3. Read Luke 12:16-19. What did the rich man plan to do with his harvest? What does this reveal about his
mindset? Compare the American cultural mindset with the rich man’s mindset. How is our cultural
mindset similar and dissimilar?
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4. Read Luke 12:20. What is Jesus’ message regarding greed and the pursuit of material possessions
when it comes to the end of our lives?

5. Why did Jesus use such strong words like, “You fool” (Luke 12:20)? What were Jesus’ two reasons for
calling greed for the things of this world foolish?

6. Review Luke 12:21 and Luke 12:15. What, specifically, is God’s warning for you? How will this make you
“Watch out” and “be on your guard™?

Responding to God’s Word
Read Colossians 3:5-6. Because greed for the things of this world is “idolatry” (which means that
greed leads us to worship stuff and money), how can we use our material things and financial

resources to worship God?

Meditate and Pray

But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well ... For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also. (Luke 12:31,34)

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Colossians 3:5 Day 5: Luke 12:35-40
Day 2: Ephesians 5:3 Day 6: Luke 12:41-48
Day 3: Luke 12:22-31 Day 7: Luke 13:1-9

Day 4: Luke 12:32-34



