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Malachi
Your Marriage Matters to God

OPENER
Who is an example of faithfulness that you would like to emulate? How?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

Malachi describes a time of increased secularization that, in the case of our text today, was seen in marital
unfaithfulness. At this time, people distanced themselves from their covenant with God and his people. In our
passage, Malachi challenges us to be faithful to our marriages.

How can we be faithful to our marriage?

1.

Be on guard against unfaithfulness. (2:10-12)

2. Be faithful to fulfill your covenant. (2:13-16)

Discussion Questions

1.

Read Malachi 2:10-11. Malachi accuses the people of “being unfaithful to one another”. As a culture
they were shifting away from God’s plan for healthy and holy relationships with one another. Look up
the following verses and list ways that they were unfaithful to one another. Place a check beside
those ways that you see in our culture today.

Malachi 2:11; 3:5; 4:5;

Jeremiah 9:4-5;

Micah 7:2-6

For us who are in the New Covenant that Jesus created, what is the equivalent of (v 11) “marrying

women who worship a foreign god”? How do broken relationships within a community impact the
larger society? Share a story, if appropriate, as an example of the impact.

Read Malachi 2:12. What is the consequence for “marrying women who worship a foreign god”? Why
was this critical to address? (See also 1 Corinthians 7:39; 2 Corinthians 6:14-15.)
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4. Read Malachi 2:13-14. Here we see people weeping at the altar and giving unacceptable sacrifices.
How can religious ritual look good on the outside, but God not accept those offerings? (See also
Isaiah 58:2-9.)

5. Read Malachi 2:15. What is the connection between faithfulness to your marriage covenant and the
next generation becoming followers of Jesus?

6. Read Malachi 2:16 (and note that the NIV and ESV are better translations from the Hebrew than what
we see in KJV and similar translations. It does not read, “I hate divorce,” but it tells of the man “who
hates and divorces his wife” and the violence committed instead of protecting her.) Because God is
an active observer and is confrontational about divorce in this text we ask, “what role does our
relationship with God play in helping us to be faithful in our relationships?

Responding to God’s Word
How can we actively promote and practice faithfulness in our relationships today? What are keys to

building a strong marriage?

Meditate and Pray

So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful. (Malachi 2:16b)

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Proverbs 2:16-17 Day 5: 2 Samuel 5:1-3
Day 2: Genesis 2:23-24 Day 6: Matthew 5:23-25
Day 3: Ezekiel 16:8-15 Day 7: Malachi 1-3

Day 4: 2 Corinthians 6:14-15



