
2026 Hamilton Emancipation Cup 

 

 

Registration and General Information 

1. All teams must register thru the on-line link found at:  
https://chantillyforeverfc.powerupsports.com/ 
 
1(a)  Registration closes July 1, 2026. 
 

This is a Stay and Play Tournament.  We ask that all team accommodations are booked 
through HTG Sports via this link:  Event Profile: 2026 Chantilly FC Emancipation Cup 
  
For any questions related to lodging please do not hesitate to contact HTG Sports 
at reservations@htgsports.com and reference: 2026 Chantilly FC Emancipation Cup 
Tournament in the subject line. 

 
 

2. Teams will not be considered confirmed until payment is received.  Payment can be made thru the 
registration process via credit card or e-transfer. 

 
3. The Hamilton Emancipation Cup and Chantilly Forever FC will not be responsible for any expenses 

incurred by any team if the Festival/Tournament is cancelled in whole or in part.  Registration fees 
will be refunded if the tournament is cancelled prior to its commencement on July 24, 2026.  Should 
a team withdraw prior to July 1st, 2026 their registration fee will be refunded, less a $50 
administration fee. 

 
4. In the event of inclement weather, the Festival/Tournament Committee has the right to shorten 

games, cancel games or adjust the schedule in an effort to complete the balance of the schedule, 
recognizing it is also trying to accommodate teams with the best resolution.   

 
5. The Hamilton Emancipation Cup Festival/Tournament reserves the right to decide on all matters 

pertaining to this event. 
 

6. The Hamilton Emancipation Cup Festival/Tournament reserves the right to separate or combine 
divisions and age groups based on registration numbers. 

 
7. All players/coaches must be registered with their local Soccer Association and duly rostered on the 

approved/signed District Soccer Roster. U14 – U18 teams are permitted three (3) guest players who 
must be in possession of a valid Temporary Eligibility Permit (TEP).   Teams from outside the 
Hamilton District must provide written approval to attend the Tournament/Festival from their local 
District/Provincial Association. 

 
8. There must be at least one (1) coach on the bench at all times. 

 

https://chantillyforeverfc.powerupsports.com/
https://secure.htgsports.com/registration.nsf/BTSRP_EventAccess?OpenForm&eventid=ECB5A719C942ED9E85258D25000DC54C&pvw=0&lang=en
mailto:reservations@htgsports.com


 
9. Festival/Tournament Cost 

  Format  Game Sheet Max # of Games Reg $  Referee Fees 

U8/U9  5 v 5  10 players  2  $250  $30 

U10/U11 7 v 7  12 players  2  $375  $30 

U12 – U13 9 v 9  16 players  2  $375  $30 

U14– U18 11 v 11  20 players  Min of 3 $625  $35/25/25 

 

10. Discipline 
Discipline at The Hamilton Emancipation Cup Festival/Tournament will be the responsibility of the 
Tournament Discipline Chair.  Ontario Soccer Discipline Procedures will be followed. 
 

11. Player Equipment 
a) Players shall not wear anything that endangers themselves or other players. 
b) Compulsory equipment shall consist of shorts, socks, shin guards, cleats (turf shoes are 

permissible if playing on turf), team jersey with player number on back.  Each player on a team 
must have a unique player number. 

c) Goalkeepers must wear colours that are distinguishable from all outfield players and match 
officials. 

d) No jewelry except for Medic Alerts. 
e) A player who is asked to leave the field because of defective/dangerous or missing equipment 

may not re-enter the field of play until the match official is satisfied that the equipment is 
acceptable. 

 
12. Failure to Show 

Any team failing to show, or not having enough players to play a scheduled game, or having 
forfeited a game in the tournament, may result in dismissal from the tournament and the 
tournament fee forfeited 
 

 
The Hamilton Emancipation Cup Festival Rules 

U8 – U13 

Games will be played in accordance with the OS LTDP Matrix & Ontario Soccer Rules & Procedures 

 
1. Scores and Standings U8 – U13 

Scores will not be published 
Standings will not be kept. 

 
2. The Home Team (1st team on the schedule) is responsible for providing the game ball. 

 
3. Number of Players: 

a) U8/u9 – 5 v 5 including a goalkeeper, maximum 10 dressed players 



U10 & U11 – 7 v 7 including a goalkeeper, maximum 12 dressed players 
U12 & U13 – 9 v 9, including a goalkeeper, maximum 16 dressed players 

b) Unlimited substitutions allowed 
c) Substitutions shall be allowed at stoppages, under the control of the Match Official.  U8 and U9 

are permitted to substitute on the fly or at designated stoppages. 
d) Both teams must have at least five (5) players to start the game. 
e) The game should not continue if a team has less than five (5) players. 

 
4. Duration of Play 

a) U8 & U9 Festival – 2 x 40 minute games comprised of 2 x 20 minute halves, 5 minute half time 
played in one day as per the OS LTPD Matrix. 

b) U10 & U11 – 2 x 50 minute games, comprised of 2 x 25 minute halves, 5 minute half time, 
played in one day as per the OS LTPD Matrix.  

c) U12 & U13 – 2 x 50 minute games, comprised of 2 x 25 minute halves, 5 minute half time, 
played in one day as per the OS LTPD Matrix. 
 
 

5. Ball In and Out of Play 
a) Ball is OUT of play: 

i) When the whole of the ball has crossed the goal line, or touch line, whether on 
the ground or in the air. 

ii) When the play has been stopped by the match official. 
b) Ball is IN play: 

i) When it rebounds into play from a goal-post, a cross-bar, or a corner flag-post, 
or the match official, and remains in the field of play. 
 

6. Method of Scoring 
a) A goal is scored when the whole of the ball has crossed over the goal-line, between the goal-

posts and under the cross-bar, provided it has not been thrown, carried, or intentionally 
propelled by hand or arm, by a player of the attacking team, except by a goalkeeper from within 
their own penalty area. 

b) The match official shall be the sole judge as to whether or not a goal has been scored. 
c) During the course of play, should any outside agent prevent the ball from passing into the goal 

or assist the ball into the goal, play shall be stopped.  The match official shall restart the game by 
dropping the ball. 
 

7. As per the current Ontario Soccer Rules, the NO-offside rule will be in effect for U8 – U11.  Offsides 
are in effect for U12 and U13. 
 

8. Fouls and Misconducts 
A player, who in the opinion of the match official, intentionally commits any of the following 
offences, shall be penalized by the awarding of a free kick to the opposing team: 
a) Spits at an opponent 
b) Kicks or attempts to trip an opponent 
c) Jumps at an opponent 
d) Charges at an opponent 
e) Strikes or attempts to strike an opponent 
f) Holds an opponent 



g) Pushes an opponent 
h) Handles the ball deliberately, (except a goalkeeper from within their own penalty area) 
i) Tackles an opponent to gain possession of the ball, making contact with the opponent before 

touching the ball 
Should a player commit one of the above within their own penalty-area, a Penalty Kick shall be 
awarded. 
 

9. Free Kicks: 
a) For any infringement of the mini-soccer rules when the ball is in-play, the match official may 

award a free-kick to the non-offending team.  The free-kick shall be taken from the place where 
the infringement occurred, unless the free-kick is awarded to the attacking team within its 
opponents’ penalty area.  In this case, the penalty-kick shall be taken from the penalty area. 

b) At the taking of a free-kick, the ball shall be stationary and all opponents shall be not less than 
six (6) yards from the ball until it has been kicked.  The ball shall be in-play when it is kicked and 
moved. 

c) A player taking a free-kick within their own penalty-area shall kick the ball into play beyond the 
penalty area.  The ball shall be in-play when it has been kicked and moved and has passed 
outside the penalty-area.  All opponents shall be outside the penalty-area and not less than six 
(6) yards from the ball until it has been kicked.  Any infringement of this rule, the free-kick shall 
be re-taken. 

d) A player taking a free-kick shall not play or touch the ball a second time until it has been played 
or touched by another player.  Any infringement of this rule, a free-kick shall be awarded to the 
opposing team. 

e) Free kicks may be direct or indirect as per the FIFA Laws of the Game. 
 

10. Penalty Kicks: 
a) A penalty-kick shall be taken from the penalty-mark.  All players, with the exception of the 

defending goal-keeper and the player taking the kick, shall be outside the penalty-area but 
within the field-of-play, not less than six (6) yards from the ball until it has been kicked. 

b) The goalkeeper shall remain on their own goal-line facing the kicker, and between the goal-
posts, until the ball has been kicked. 

c) The player taking the penalty-kick must kick the ball forward.  The ball shall be in-play when the 
ball is kicked and moved forward.  The player shall not play or touch the ball a second time until 
it has been played or touched by another player. 

d) If necessary, the time of play shall be extended to allow a penalty-kick to be taken. 
For any infringement of this rule: 
a) By a member of the defending team, the kick shall be re-taken if a goal has not been scored. 
b) By a member of the attacking team, it a goal is scored it shall be disallowed and a free-kick 

awarded to the defending team, to be taken from the place where the infringement 
occurred. 

c) By a member of both teams, the kick shall be re-taken whether a goal has been scored or 
not. 

d) If, after the kick has been taken, the ball or the goalkeeper is interfered with by an outside 
agent, the kick shall be re-taken. 
 

11. Re-starts from Sidelines 
a) U8 to U11 dribble-in and pass-in. 
b) U12 & U13 throw-in. 



12. Retreat Line/Fallback Rule 
When the goalkeeper has the ball at a goal-kick or after making a save, the opposing team members 
will “retreat” to the predetermined area of the field.  The predetermined areas are as follows: 
a) 5 v 5 - half 
b) 7 v7 - 1/3rd line 
c) 9 v 9 - no retreat line 

With the opposition retreating to the correct part of the field the goalkeeper can now successfully 
throw or pass the ball to a team mate.  Once the player receiving the ball from the goalkeeper 
receives the ball, the ball is in play and opposition players can pressure and attempt to win the ball. 

If the goalkeeper chooses not to wait for the opposing players to “retreat” and throws or passes the 
ball down the field, the ball is instantly in-play and does not require a player from the goalkeeper’s 
team to touch the ball first. 

The ball is in-play once it leaves the penalty area (5v5/7v7).  All opponents must be behind the 
retreat line and cannot cross the retreat line until the ball: 

a) Is touched by a player of the team taking the goal kick, or 
b) Leaves the field of play, or 
c) Goes over the retreat line.  (If the goalkeeper chooses to play the ball across the retreat line 

prior to the opposition crossing the retreat linen) 
 

13. Disciplinary Action 
a) Coaches will be held responsible for the behaviour of all spectators in their party. 
b) Any coach that is removed from the game by the match official will not be allowed back on the 

team’s bench for the remainder or the festival. 
 
 

14. Protest Procedures 
a) In the event that a team wishes to protest a decision, the official protest form must be filled out 

and a payment of $100 will be submitted to the tournament headquarters.  Protest forms can 
be found at tournament headquarters. 

b) The form must be signed by both the party making the process and a representative of Chantilly 
Forever FC to ensure that the protest is filed. 

c) The protest must be filed within one (1) hour of the end of the game being played.  If it is not 
within this timeframe, the protest will not be heard. 

d) A protest ruling will be given within one (1) hour of the protest being filed.  All decisions are 
final.  Protests cannot be made on a decision that has been made regarding the ruling of a 
previous protest.  No protests pertaining to a decision of a game official shall be heard. 

e) If the protest is successful, the $100 fee will be returned to the team filing the protest. 
 

Tournament Rules 

U14 to U21 

15. Laws 

All games will be played in accordance with the F.I.F.A. Laws of the Game as observed by Ontario 
Soccer. 



16. Home Team Responsibilities 
The first team listed on the schedule is the home team.   
The home team will supply the game ball  (size 5)  
At the request of the Match Official, the home team will change jerseys if both teams’ playing 
colours are similar (pinnies may also be used) 
 

17. Game Sheets 
Both teams will submit their game sheet to the Match Official prior to kick-off.  Only game sheets 
provided by the Hamilton Emancipation Cup will be permitted to be used. 
Opposing team may request to match the Festival/Tournament roster sheet and the game sheet.  
The Match Official will have a copy of the submitted approved OS Roster for comparison. 
 

18. Number of Players & Player Eligibility 
A team U14 to U21 may register up to 20 players for the Tournament.  20 may appear on a game 
sheet and dress for a game.  The Hamilton Emancipation Cup Festival/Tournament will provide 
awards for up to 20 players and 2 coaches. 
If a team wishes to check the player books or cards if they suspect an ineligible player, they can 
check books, cards before the start of the game.  The Match Official will have the Official Team 
Roster for the team who’s books/cards are being checked.  Approved TEP forms will also be 
available from the Match Official for inspection. 
 

19. Duration of Play – All Divisions U14 to U21 
Preliminary rounds 2 x 25 minute halves, 5 minute half-time.  Tied game will not go to extra time. 
Quarter-Finals and Semi-Finals will only be scheduled when required due to registration numbers.  
(where needed; 2 x 25 minute halves, 5 minute half-time.  Tied game will NOT go to extra time, and 
will go straight to penalty kicks in accordance with F.I.F.A. rules, if required. 
Finals:  2 x 25 minute halves, 5 minute half-time.   Tied game will NOT go to extra time and will go 
straight to penalty kicks in accordance with F.I.F.A. rules, if required. 
 

20. Point System for U14 to U21 
3 points for a win 
1 point for a tie 
 

21. Determination of Division Leaders 
Division leaders will be determined by the following criteria, in order: 

1. Most points 
2. Performance head-to-head 
3. Goal difference 
4. Goals against (fewer) 
5. Goals for (more) 
6. Penalty shots (as per F.I.F.A rules) 

 
22. Substitutions 

Unlimited substitution is permitted during a game, but may only be made at the following stoppages 
of play: 
- When a goal is scored 
- At a goal kick 
- At the beginning of the second half 



- For an injured player at the match official’s discretion 
- On own throw-ins, piggybacking is allowed. 

 
23. Coaching 

Coaches must stay within the technical area that extends one yard either side of the team bench 
and one yard for the sideline.  Coaching outside of the technical area will not be permitted.  Only 
team officials are allowed in this area.  Team officials are reminded that they are not allowed on the 
field of play without the match official’s permission. 
Parents and other fans are not allowed in this area and must remain on the opposite side of the field 
from the players’ benches.  Parents and other fans are also not allowed behind the goal areas.  
These rules will be strictly enforced.  No exceptions 
 

24. Failure to Show 
Any team failing to show, or not having enough players to play a scheduled game, or having 
forfeited a game in the tournament, may result in dismissal from the tournament and the 
tournament fee forfeited.  A result of 1-0 will be recorded in favour of the team that should have 
played the team failing to show. 
 

25. Disciplinary Action 
A player receiving two (2) yellow cards during the Hamilton Emancipation Cup tournament will be 
suspended from the next game. 
A player receiving a red card will be suspended from the next game. 
A player receiving two (2) red cards during the tournament will be suspended from the tournament. 
The Match Official’s jurisdiction regarding cautions and ejections shall be extended to cover all the 
officials who will be subject to the same disciplinary action as players.  Coaches will be held 
responsible for the behaviour of all spectators in their party. 
Any coach that is removed from the game by the game official will not be allowed back on the 
team’s bench for the rest of the tournament. 
 

26. Protest Procedures 
(a) In the event that a team wishes to protest a decision, the official protest form must be filled out and 

a payment of $100.00 will be submitted to Hamilton Emancipation Cup Festival/Tournament 
headquarters.  

(b) The form must be signed by both party making the protest and a representative of Chantilly Forever 
FC to ensure that the protest is filed. 

(c) The protest must be filed within one (1) hour of the end of the game being played.  If it is not within 
this timeframe the protest will not be heard. 

(d) A protest ruling will be given within one (1) hour of the protest being filed.  All decisions are final.  
Protests cannot be made on decisions that have been made regarding a ruling of a previous protest. 
No protests pertaining to a decision of a game official shall be heard. 

(e) If the protest is successful, the $100.00 fee will be returned to the team filing the protest. 
 


