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Book of Romans

Righteousness Is By Faith Alone
Romans 4:1-17

OPENER
Share about a board game or card game that you play with some “house rules” rather than
strictly by the official rules of the game. What are your house rules?
MESSAGE OUTLINE
How do faith and law work together? Romans 4 addresses the role of faith.
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Genesis 15:6

The official rulebook for righteousness is written by God with Abraham and the official rules
state: righteousness is by faith alone.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Reads Romans 4:1-5

1. Why does Paul use the story of God’s relationship with Abraham to show that
righteousness is by faith and not by works? Why him?

2. What did Abraham believe from God that resulted in God crediting him as righteous?
Does this surprise you that God credited him righteousness for this faith? Why or why not?

3. Why is being credited righteousness from God so valuable?

Read Romans 4:6-12

4. How does what David wrote in Psalm 32 (quoted in verses 7-8) support that
righteousness is a gift and not earned?

5. Why is it significant that Abraham was credited righteousness before his circumcision and
not after it?
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Read Romans 4:13-17

6. Faith becomes worthless if it comes after a person has entered the covenant with God
that requires one’s obedience. Why is that?

7. How does a person who is completely confident they are right with God by grace through
faith relate differently with God than a person who is constantly anxious that they have
done something to mess up their relationship with God?

8. How do you view your relationship with God? Is it by grace through faith alone? Or do you
see your works as part of the equation for being right with God?

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

How do you feel called by God to respond to what we have studied in Romans 4:1-17?

PRAY

Thank God for his gifted righteousness to you by your faith in Jesus' death and resurrection. Lay
down any anxiety you are carrying from trying to work to earn a right relationship with God.

MEMORIZE

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, *° neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39

TIME ALONE WITH GOD READING GUIDE
Read and meditate daily on God’s Word. Ask yourself, “What did | learn and what will | do?”

Day 1: Romans 4 Day 5: Romans 15:14-22
Day 2: Genesis 12 Day 6: Romans 15:23-33
Day 3: Genesis 15 Day 7: Romans 16

Day 4: Genesis 17



