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5 Parables of Jesus- Message #3

The Parable of the Forgiven Debts
Luke 7:36-50

OPENER

What is one of the kindest acts someone has done for you? What was your response to their
kindness toward you? How has that kindness shaped your relationship with them?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

God’s grace shines brightest where the shadow of guilt casts darkest.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Luke 7:36-50

1. Do you feel like you identify with either of the two main characters in this encounter with
Jesus? If so, who and why?

2. What was the point of Jesus’ parable about the two people who had their debts forgiven?
Have you observed this to be true with the kind of relationship people have with Jesus?

3. Simon’s love for Jesus was less than the sinful woman’s love for Jesus. Was this due to
Simon not having significant sins of which to be forgiven or his failure to grasp how sinful
he was? What are the implications for your own life from your answer?

4. Have you had a moment where you felt deeply aware of your sinfulness? How would you
say that experience or lack of experience has shaped your relationship with Jesus and
response to the forgiveness of your sins?
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Read 1 Timothy 1:15-17

5. Was Paul really the worst of all sinners? Was this a healthy view to have of himself? Why
or why not?

6. How did Paul’s understanding of his sinfulness shape his understanding of God’s mercy
and grace towards him?

7. Paul shares that his life serves as a living testimony to God’s immense patience. What
kind of story about God comes from your life?

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

How do you feel called to respond to what you have studied in God’s Word today?

PRAY

Express your gratitude to Jesus for his incredible love and forgiveness. Do this in a way that is a
little more expressive or outside your comfort zone. A couple of examples could be to get down
on your knees to pray or sing a worship song of gratitude aloud to him.

MEDITATE

Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But
whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Luke 7:47

TIME ALONE WITH GOD READING GUIDE

Day 1: Luke 15:1-7 Day 5: Psalm 32
Day 2: Psalm 25 Day 6: 1John 1:8-10
Day 3: 1 Timothy 1:15-17 Day 7: Matthew 9:1-8

Day 4: Mark 2:13-17



