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Revelation
Jesus Our First Love and Greatest Friend

Last time, we saw the first “apocalypse” or unveiling of Jesus. In 1:12 John turned to see the voice that
was speaking to him and he saw seven golden lampstands (symbolizing the seven churches — 1:20) and
he saw “someone like a son of man” (Jesus) among the lampstands. John is to write letters from Jesus to
the seven churches. Because Jesus is not above and looking down or on the outside looking in but He is
right in the middle of the churches, He knows them and their challenges.

Generally, each letter begins with a direction (“write this) with a description of the Lord Jesus. Next,
there is a commendation of their faithfulness, a rebuke for any pattern of unfaithfulness; then, counsel
that offers a solution for the problem, a warning of consequence if they do not repent, and a promise
for those who are victorious. As we read the letters, look for all these components.

OPENER

Tell the story of how you personally came to know Jesus.

PRAYER

“Come, Holy Spirit, and help us to understand and put Jesus’ words into practice.”
SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

Jesus deeply desires to be our first love and greatest friend.

1. How do we return to Jesus as our first love? (2:4-5)
a. Remember
b. Repent
c. Re-do
2. How do we overcome lukewarm Christianity? (3:15-20)
a. Realize our spiritual poverty. (3:15-18)
b. Open the door to your relationship with Jesus. (3:19-20)

Discussion Questions

1. Ephesus is a major city and contains the most influential church of that time. On the surface, the
Ephesus was amazing. Paul planted it; Priscilla and Aquilla nourished it. Timothy and then the
apostle John pastored it. Jesus’ mother Mary was a member, too! Read Revelation 2:1-7; fill in:

a. How Jesus describes Himself (v 1):

b. What Jesus applauds about the Ephesian church (vv 2-3,6):
c. What Jesus rebukes them for (v 4):
d. The solution that Jesus’ offers (v 5):

e. The promise (v 7):
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2. Read Revelation 2:4. What are the symptoms and causes of forsaking “the love you had at first”?
(See also Jeremiah 2:2-3, 13; Matthew 24:12-13; Hebrews 6:10-11; Philippians 3:13-14.) What
challenge do you face in keeping Jesus as your first love?

3. Because Jesus is in the “middle” of His churches, He says to each church, “l know . ..” (v 2) How
does it make you feel to think that Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves. If we
remember that God first loved us, then how does it help us to know that Jesus knows everything
about us?

4. Read Revelation 3:14-22. In v 17, how does Jesus’ strong statement about their self-sufficiency
and their being wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked help us? Read v 18, what is Jesus telling
us to do? In v 20, what is Jesus’ invitation? And what is His promise (vv 21-22)?

Responding to God’s Word

How can we constantly live with Jesus as our first love and, every day, open the door to our relationship
with Jesus?

Memorize

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven
golden lampstands. Revelation 2:1

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Revelation 15 Day 5: Revelation 19
Day 2: Revelation 16 Day 6: Revelation 20
Day 3: Revelation 17 Day 7: Revelation 21-22

Day 4: Revelation 18



