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Revelation (Part 2)
The Opening of the Books

OPENER
How does the idea of a future judgment affect how you think about fellowship with your church family?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

Four Ultimate Questions for Everyone to Answer:
1. What is your relationship with the One who will judge you?
2. How do you respond to the turmoil in the world around you?
3. Are you ready for the opening of the books?
4. Will your name be found in the book of life?

Discussion Questions
1. Read Revelation 20:11-15. In v 11, what does John see? Throne is the primary image of all of Revelation
— the word appears 38 times. As John writes of the Great White Throne Judgment, he assumes that
we recall the rest of the scenes. Review each scene and note what John sees. From each scene,
describe what John sees. How does this affect your relationship with Jesus?

o 4:1-5:14:

o 7917

o 814

o 11115-18:

o 16:17-19:5:
e 19:6—7:

2. Read Revelation 20:11. Why does creation “flee”? See also 6:12-17; Romans 8:22-23. Why is there a
link between fallen humanity and creation? (See also Genesis 1:26-31)

3. One of the “signs of the times” that Jesus foretells is the descent of the created order into chaos.
Read Mark 13:7-8; Matthew 24:8; Revelation 16:20; 21:1; Jeremiah 4:23-26; 2 Peter 3:7, 10-12. [For
further study, you can see the “signs” in Mark 13:7-8, 10, 19-20, 22, 24-25; 2 Thess 2:1-10; Rom 11:25-
26.]
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4. Read Revelation 20:12-15. The lake of fire (the Abyss, hell) is the final destination for unbelievers. It is
significant that Jesus, more than anyone else, teaches about hell. Why do you think Jesus is so urgent
when it comes to hell? See Revelation 20:15; Psalm 18:5; Matthew 8:12; 13:42; 25:46; Luke 16:24 and
write down what you learn about hell. How does this motivate you to share Jesus?

Is hell literally a lake of fire or is the lake of fire symbolic in some way? Are you convinced that
Scripture teaches eternal conscious punishment of the wicked?

5. Read Revelation 20:12-13. If we are judged by what we have done, does this mean salvation is based
on our good deeds? See Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:4-7; 2 Timothy 1:9. If we’re not saved because of
our works, then why does Jesus judge us based on our deeds? What is the relationship between faith
in Jesus and loving actions? (See Galatians 5:6.)

Responding to God’s Word

When the books are opened, how do you think your friends from church or family will feel when you watch
them stand before Christ? How will they feel about you at that time? What can you do now that will prepare
them and you for eternity?

Meditate

Revelation 7:17:
The Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living
water.” ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.””

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Revelation 4-5 Day 5: Revelation 16:17-19:5
Day 2: Revelation 7:9-17 Day 6: Revelation 19:6-10
Day 3: Revelation 8:1-4 Day 7: Revelation 20

Day 4: Revelation 11:15-18



