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Flourish
Necessary Changes

OPENER

What change is needed in your personal life, your family, your church, and your community?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

In 1Kings 18, we find a critical moment in the history of Israel, much like ours today. The people are wavering
between the worship of Baal and Asherah and the worship of the one true God. Elijah, a prophet of God,
confronts this spiritual crisis head-on. The necessary change that God seeks is a people that love him with all
their heart, soul, and mind; a people that does not worship any other god. Elijah initiates a showdown on
Mount Carmel, where the people will witness the power of the Almighty. God desires to bring about real
transformation in the hearts of His people, and this passage helps us ask, “What change is needed?” .

Message Outline:
Four God-led initiatives that brought transformation.

1. God uses people and circumstances.

2. God moves leaders to boldly initiate transformation.

3. Elijah led them to repair the altar of the LORD.

4. God lets the fire fall to turn people’s hearts back to him.

Discussion Questions
1. Read 1Kings 18. Focusing on 18:1-3, how does the story of Elijah’s showdown with the prophets of Baal
challenge our perceptions of who God uses to accomplish His purposes? What change has God
called you to participate in?

2. Read 1Kings 18:17-29. In what ways do we see God moving His people to boldly lead the culture
towards transformation in their relationship with Him?

3. Read 1Kings 18:21; Joshua 24:15, 23, 24; 1 Samuel 7:3; and Psalm 100:3. How can we help people stop
wavering and get off the fence to wholeheartedly give themselves to God? What idols are present in
our culture today? What does complete devotion to Christ mean?
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4. Read 1Kings 18:30-33. What was the significance of Elijah taking 12 stones to repair the altar of the
LORD? How can we actively pursue unity in our church and communities in a way that enables people
to worship the true God?

5. Read 1Kings 18:38-39. Share a time in which you experienced God’s presence, similar to fire falling
from heaven. How does that impact your conviction about God and your relationship with God even
today? How might God be revealing himself right now?

6. Read James 5:13-20. How is Elijah a powerful example of prayer and why does prayer matter in these
verses? How will prayer to the living God help us all to join God’s work for necessary change in our
lives, churches, and communities? Write your prayer below.

Responding to God’s Word
Let’s join God's transformative work. Identify one practical step you can take this week to bring positive
change in your life, your church, or your community. Share this commitment with someone for
accountability and support.

Meditate and Pray
Answer me, Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning
their hearts back again.” 1 Kings 18:37

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1. 1Kings 19:1-9 Day 5: 1Kings 21:1-29
Day 2: 1Kings 19:9-18 Day 6: 2 Kings 1
Day 3: 1Kings 19:19-21 Day 7: 2 Kings 2

Day 4: 1Kings 20:1-34



