
 
Bethel Baptist Church Memorial Association 

Rules governing the Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery & Columbarium 
 

Organization: 
The name of the organization is the Bethel Baptist Church Memorial Association  
(the Association). The Association was established by Bethel Baptist Church for the 
purpose of providing a membership cemetery for the internment of human remains. The 
Association functions as an organization of the church. The purpose of this document is 
to put in writing the rules governing the Association. 

 The Association is to care for, maintain and keep the church cemetery and 
columbarium in proper order. 

 The Association is to collect a Privilege Fee from church members desiring to be 
interned in the cemetery or the columbarium.  

 Officers of the Association are to be president, executive director, treasurer and 
secretary. Incumbents shall serve a term of three years. This group shall also 
serve as the Executive Committee under the guidance of the president. The 
Executive Committee has the right, without prior notice to whose interests may 
be affected, to amend or modify any or all portions of these rules. Officers of the 
Association will be members of Bethel Baptist Church. 

 Trustees of Bethel Baptist Church shall also serve as Trustees of the 
Association. 

 Bethel Baptist Church has the authority to challenge any actions of the 
Association. 

 The president shall prepare a report of the activities of the Association and 
present it to the church membership at regular church business meetings. 

 
Finances: 
Funds of the Association shall be deposited in the name of the Association and 
disbursed by the treasurer for expenses of the Association. Monetary gifts and  
Privilege Fees shall be used for the care and maintenance of the cemetery and 
columbarium. Designated gifts shall be used for the purpose of the specified donor in 
agreement with the Executive Committee. To the extent possible only the earnings on 
investments will be used for the care and maintenance of the cemetery. These funds will 
be treated as money held in trust. 

 Payment of the Privilege Fee, which may be amended from time to time, is 
accepted authorizing the interment of one named person’s remains in a specified 
grave or niche. No property rights are conveyed. 

 The fee must be paid to the Association for each interment. 
 An interment maybe remains in a casket or cremains urn. 
 More than one person may be buried in a grave site. Each burial will require the 

payment of the established burial Privilege Fee. 
 The Bethel Baptist Church Audit Committee shall audit the financial records of 

the Association each calendar year.  
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Membership: 
A member of the Association must be a member of Bethel Baptist Church or have a 
loved one interred in the church cemetery or columbarium and be in attendance for two 
consecutive meetings per calendar year. 
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 The Association will have two meetings per year, the second Sunday in February 

and August following the worship service. If meeting dates are different the 
Executive Committee shall set the dates in advance of the meeting and have the 
dates entered in the church calendar.  

 Both meetings will be held at Bethel Baptist Church in a designated location. 
 The privilege of voting on matters before the membership is reserved to those 

who are members of the Association. 
 A meeting may be called at the discretion of the president when it is considered 

necessary in his/her opinion. 
 
Operating Rules: 

 The Executive Director will issue a receipt for the purchase of a Privilege fee to 
the purchaser and maintain a record of the transaction and the agreed upon site. 
The privilege site will be marked by the Executive Director to ensure it is in the 
agreed site when contacted by the company handling the funeral. Placement of 
headstones should also be coordinated with the Executive Director to make sure 
placement is in the correct area.  

 Fencing or other structures in or around and gravesite or group of gravesites 
shall not be constructed. Memorial Stones are to be consistent with other stones 
in the cemetery which fall under the approval of the Executive Committee. The 
same principles apply for engravings on the niche tiles of the columbarium. 
Please contact a member of the Executive Committee with any questions.  

 The Executive Committee will be responsible for the cutting of grass, weeding, 
grading, seeding, fertilizing, liming, filling and removal of unbecoming gravesite 
flowers and arrangements. 

 Trees, shrubs or other live plants may not be planted in the cemetery unless they 
are approved by the Executive Committee. 

 Maintaining monuments such as cleaning and repairs is not the responsibility of 
the Association. 

 Gravesite may be purchased by members of Bethel Baptist Church or immediate 
family members for the sum of $500 per individual Privilege. An immediate 
Family member is defined as a husband, wife, mother, father and lineal 
descendants. An internment Privilege is a minimum of $1000 per niche within the 
columbarium.  A maximum of 4 horizontal urns may be placed in a niche. 
Internment Privileges may change in the future as determined by the Executive 
Committee.  

 Owners of unused burial privileges may sell them back to the Association for a 
amount determined by the initial purchase price. Unused plots may not be 
transferred to a third party without the written approval of a Association and 
consistent with the general membership provisions. 

 Seasonal arrangements must be removed within thirty days of a holiday or they 
will be removed by the grounds keeper. 
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 Funeral arrangements shall be removed by the grounds keeper within thirty days 
after the burial or when in his opinion they should be removed because of 
decomposition and appearance. 

 Based on approval by the Executive Committee a Privilege may be purchased by 
an individual that has had a close recent or close prior relationship with Bethel 
Baptist Church. 
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 Monuments or markers may not exceed four feet in height. The design, color, 
material and wording on monuments or markers will conform to the generally 
accepted standards of the Association as administered by the Executive 
Committee. Engraving on Niche Tiles in the Columbarium follows the same 
established guidelines for consistency.  

 
 
These rules shall become effective on the date approved by the Association and shall 
supersede all previous rules. 
 
______________________                                ______________________ 
Approved                                                              Date 
 
_______________________                               ______________________ 
Name                                                                    Plot or Niche designation 
 
 
I have read and understand the above practices, procedures, rules and agree to abide 
by them. 
 
  
 


