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Malachi
Your Moral Choices Matter to God

OPENER
When have you been disappointed with God’s justice and fairness toward you and what were your initial
thoughts and feelings as you processed God’s apparent silence and inaction?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

Malachi records the cynical complaint of the people of Judah: “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the
LORD, and he is pleased with them.” “Where is the God of justice?” (2:17)

They had returned to the Promised Land and the temple had been rebuilt. But after many decades, many
were distressed that the prophecies of restored prosperity, international prominence, and wealth were not
fulfilled. Even worse, they were experiencing political oppression and a difficult economy. Moreover, it was
prophesied that Messiah would return and inhabit the second temple with his glorious presence. They were
disillusioned, apathetic about following God, and cynical. Where is the God of justice?

Message Outline:

The LORD remains unchangeably just as he purifies believers and judges unbelievers.
1. The LORD remains unchangeably just as he purifies believers. (2:17-3:4)
2. The LORD remains unchangeably just as he punishes unbelievers. (3:5)

Discussion Questions
1. Read Malachi 2:17. In your own words, describe the problem they had with God. What situations have
led you to disappointment with God?

2. Read Malachi 2:17-3:5 together. What does this passage reveal about God’s justice? Write down what
you have learned about God’s attribute of justice. Was there anything surprising to you about God
and his justice?
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3. Read Malachi 2:17-3:1. In response to their cynical question about God’s justice, God promises to send
two messengers (John the Baptist and Jesus the Christ). Note that God speaks through Malachi of the
certain and sudden coming of the Messiah — how does that help you reconcile God’s perfect timing
with your own desire for immediate solutions?

4. Read Malachi 3:2-3. God justly refines believers, preparing us to meet Jesus and helping us to step
into the abundance of life that he has for us. How might the trials and disappointments in our lives be
part of God'’s refining process? How do we find purpose in the trials?

5. Read Malachi 3:5. What sins are specifically mentioned? What does the list tell you about how morally
depraved people were in that day? What would be on the list in our day? How is God being merciful
to sinners by talking about “I will come to put you on trial” and “I will be quick to testify against you”?
How might this help us when we share Jesus with people?

Responding to God’s Word

Disappointment with God often includes emotions like anger, doubt, or sadness. How can we express
those emotions in a healthy way and grow in faith in the just work of Jesus in our lives?

Meditate and Pray

But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a
refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. (Malachi 3:2)

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Malachi 1-3 Day 5: Revelation 16:15
Day 2: Isaiah 1:25; 48:10 Day 6: Lamentations 3:19-26
Day 3: Jeremiah 6:29-30 Day 7: Malachi 3:6

Day 4: Ezekiel 22:17-22



