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MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE 
MARCH 2, 2025 

 
 

The Book of Romans  
Don’t Miss Heaven By One Step 
Romans 9:30-10:13 
 
MESSAGE OUTLINE 
 

Zeal for God is not the issue for the Israelites. The issue is they are going about getting 
right with God in the wrong way (by works). 

 
RIGHTEOUSNESS BY WORKS VS. RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH 
 
You’re never farther than one decision away from being right with God.    
 
The two affirmations of faith 

1.) Jesus is Lord 
Making Jesus Lord is not a matter of perfection but direction. 
 

2.) Jesus is Alive   

Don’t miss heaven by one step—the step of faith 
 
OPENING QUESTIONS 

1. What is something that turned out to be easier than what you thought it would be 
originally? 
 
 
 

2. What stood out to you or was most helpful from the message?  What do you have 
questions about? 
 

 
BIBLE DISCUSSION 
 
Read Romans 9:30-33 

3. Why did so many in Israel fail to be righteous before God even though they wanted to 
have that right relationship with God?  
 
 

4. What is the stumbling stone referred to by Paul and the prophet Isaiah (whom he quotes)? 
What about him caused the stumbling for the Jewish people? 
 

 
Read Romans 10:1-4 

5. The Israelites had zeal for God and his laws but they lacked the knowledge of how to be 
right with Him. What does this teach us about having a right relationship with God?  
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6. What does it mean that “Christ is the culmination of the law” (verse 4)? How does                   

this make it possible for everyone to be righteous?  
 

 
Read Romans 10:5-13 

 
7. How near is righteousness for those who seek to achieve it by faith?  

 
 
 

8. How would you describe what it means to call Jesus “Lord”?  
 
 
 

9. Paul focuses on believing in the resurrection of Jesus and doesn’t say anything about his 
dying on the cross for sins. Why might that be?  
 
 
 

10. Faith involves both the heart believing and the mouth confessing. Why are both important 
to genuine faith?  
 
 
 

11. “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. (verse 13)” Do you believe this 
is true for you? Do you believe this is true for others?  

 
 
YOUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 
What difference will this truth make in your life? Is there an action you feel called to take? 

 
 
PRAYER PROMPT  

Affirm your faith in Jesus and thank him for saving you.  
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR FURTHER STUDY

Romans 1:16-17    John 3:13-15 

Deuteronomy 30:11-20   Isaiah 28:16-18 

Matthew 10:32    Joel 2:28-32 

 


