MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE

AUGUST 25, 2024

CROSSPO

C H U R C

INT

Book of Romans

Christ Is The Better Spouse

Romans 7:1-6

OPENER

(Married) What advice would you give to an engaged couple on how to be a great spouse?
(Single) What have you observed that the happiest couples do for their relationship?

MESSAGE OUTLINE

Who is the better spouse for us? The Law or Christ?

LAW

CHRIST

Condemns

Perfects

Based on my performance

Based on his performance

Hopeless Hopeful
Stressful Restful
Life-stealing Life-giving
Fruit for death Fruit for God

CHRIST IS THE BETTER SPOUSE.

Are you going to live with your spouse (Christ) or with your ex (the Law)?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Reads Romans 7:1-3

1. How long is a married person bound to their spouse according to God’s laws?

2. What does it mean that you're “married to the law”? Why is the law a bad spouse for you?

3. If death is the only way you get free from your “marriage covenant” with the law, can you
hope that the law will “die” so you won’t be held to that standard of righteousness
anymore to be right with God? Why or why not?
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Reads Romans 7:4-6

4. Freedom from the law requires death. How is that death achieved?

5. Do you view yourself as being dead to the law? Why or why not?

6. Gaining your freedom from the law opens up the opportunity for you to enter into a new
covenant relationship with God through Christ. How is this a far better relationship
according to Paul?

7. How does the Holy Spirit enable you to serve God in a new way?

8. What would you say are the most significant benefits you experience being made right
with God through Jesus Christ as opposed to needing to earn that favor by following
God’s laws perfectly?

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

How do you feel called by God to respond to what you have studied about faith?

PRAY

Thank God for as many ways that you can think of how grace through Jesus is better than
needing to live perfectly.

MEMORIZE

So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might
belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for
God. Romans 7:4

TIME ALONE WITH GOD READING GUIDE
Read and meditate daily on God’s Word. Ask yourself, “What did | learn and what will | do?”

Day 1: Psalm 45 Day 5: 2 Corinthians 3:7-18
Day 2: Galatians 2:19-21 Day 6: Romans 7:7-25
Day 3: Galatians 5:16-25 Day 7:

Day 4: Psalm 33



