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Answers to Life’s Biggest Questions
How Can | Discover My Purpose on Earth?

CONVERSATION STARTER

What gives you a sense of purpose in your life?

SUNDAY MESSAGE OUTLINE

Purpose is not invented, but implanted.

YOU WERE CREATED BY GOD FOR GOD.

e BY God — You are created in his image to reflect him through all
of creation. (Gen. 1:26, 28)

e For God — you are created for God’s glory. (1 Cor. 10:31)

YOU WERE RECREATED BY JESUS FOR JESUS.

e BY Jesus — You are created in Christ for good works. (Eph. 2:10)
e FOR Jesus — You are called to make disciples. (Matt. 28:19-20)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Read Genesis 1:26-28, 2:15

1.

God decided to make mankind “in our image, in our likeness.” What is your understanding
of what it means to bear the image of God?

When and where can you fulfill your purpose of reflecting God’s image in your everyday
life? What might that look like for you to do? How does this give meaning to even the
mundane aspects of life?

The image and likeness of God is given to mankind so that we can rule over creation.
How can we reflect the image of God as we go about that work?

Do you feel like your work has purpose? Why or why not? What if you don’t have an
official “job™? Can you do purpose-fulfilling work? Why or why not?

God created earth and everything in it to be a good home for humanity. Therefore, can
you fulfill your purpose simply by enjoying what God has created—the beauty of nature,
eating delicious food, spending time with friends? Why or why not?
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Read 1 Corinthians 10:27-33

6. In the context of this letter, how is eating and drinking done for the glory of God?
Can even the most basic tasks in your life tasks be done in a way that brings glory to
God? If so, how?

7. The greatest purpose of your life is to glorify God. Does seeking to delight God by doing
everything in your day in such a way that it brings him glory feel like a significant purpose
for your life? Or does it feel like something you should find fulfilling but it isn’t? Explain.

Read Ephesians 2:10

8. What comes to mind when you think of “good works”? What thoughts and feelings do you
have when you hear that God has prepared in advance good works for you to
accomplish?

9. How does one figure out what these good works are that God prepared in advance for
them to do? In other words, how do you make sure you’re doing the good that God wants
to do through your life?

Read Matthew 28:18-20

10. Jesus commissions his disciples to, as they’re going, make more disciples. How equipped
do you feel you are to participate in making disciples? What would you need to be
equipped?

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

How do you feel called by God to respond to what you have studied today?

PRAY

Ask God to give you (and your group members, if applicable) a clear sense of God's purposes for
your lives and contentment with where he has you right now in life. Ask him to work out much
good in your life/lives for his glory.

MEMORIZE

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10

TIME ALONE WITH GOD READING GUIDE
Read and meditate daily on God’s Word. Ask yourself, “What did | learn and what will | do?”

Day 1: Ephesians 4:1-6 Day 5: Colossians 3:23-25
Day 2: Ephesians 4:7-16 Day 6: Matthew 28:16-20
Day 3: Ephesians 4:17-32 Day 7: 1 Thessalonians 5:16

Day 4: 1 Corinthians 7:17-24



