Petrolia Soccer Club
Required Reporting of Suspicions of Child Abuse to Law Enforcement

INTRODUCTION

Petrolia Soccer Club has developed the following policy requiring any suspicions of child abuse
to be reported to law enforcement. When a person becomes aware that a child may be or has
been abused, there is a legal and ethical responsibility to take action. The responsibility to report
means that a person who has knowledge or information that a child is being or is at risk of being
abused must report it to someone. Reporting allows law enforcement or the child’s
parent/guardian to proactively take steps to protect the child.

If the information relates to potential abuse of a child by the child’s parent or guardian:
e the person must reportit to child welfare or police
If the concern involves potential abuse by any other person:

e the individual should report it to the child’s parent or guardian and may also be obligated
to report it to child welfare and/or police.

Mandatory reporting legislation removes any personal or professional dilemma from becoming a
barrier to reporting. It is not uncommon for people to minimize or deny what a child tells them
during a disclosure. Reporting may disrupt existing or future sexual abuse from occurring against
other children. If a person learns about past child sexual abuse that is no longer occurring, it’s
still important to report the abuse. The offender may still have access to other children and those
children may be at risk.

REPORTING MISCONDUCT/CONCERNING BEHAVIOUR

Misconduct is considered adult behaviour towards a child that is inappropriate and that breaches
reasonable boundaries:

e [f you observe or hear about concerning behaviour or an inappropriate situation between
an adult and your child or another child within Petrolia Soccer Club, report your concerns
to the organization

e If you have contact with the child outside of Petrolia Soccer Club (e.g., you know the
child’s parents), you should still report to the organization and also report your concerns
to the child’s parents.

e In some circumstances, particularly if your concerns are not addressed or you become
aware of more information, you may wish to consider involving the appropriate
authorities. Flagging the concerning behaviour to Petrolia Soccer Club should trigger a



review in an effort to correct and stop the possible misconduct. It will also allow the
organization to address any behaviour that’s not consistent with its policies and
procedures. Flagging concerning behaviour to a parent may help the parent address the
issue with the organization and discuss it with their child if appropriate.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

All staff and volunteers must report suspected child sexual abuse, inappropriate behaviour or
incidents that they become aware of, whether the behaviour or incidents were personally
witnessed or not.

Where to report:

1. All allegations or suspicions of potentially illegal behaviour (for example, child sexual abuse)
that a staff/volunteer witnesses first-hand, must be promptly reported to police and/or child
welfare.

2. To ensure the protection of all children in our care, all allegations or suspicions of potentially
illegal behaviour that a staff/volunteer learns of must also be promptly reported to police and/or
child welfare. Police and/or child welfare will make the determination as to whether the
allegation or suspicion requires further investigation.

3. All allegations or suspicions of inappropriate behaviour (see above examples), that a
staff/volunteer learns of or witnesses first-hand, must be reported to the designate for the sport
organization. To contact the designate for Petrolia Soccer Club please email
president@petroliasoccer.com

Keep in mind that you may learn of potentially illegal or inappropriate behaviour through the
child or some other third party, or you may witness it first-hand. Examples of the type behaviour
you may learn of or witness and that you must report as set out above includes:

a. Potentially Illegal behaviour by a Staff/Volunteer of the organization
b. Potential Illegal behaviour by a third party, such as a Parent, Teacher, Babysitter, Coach

If you are not sure whether the issue you have witnessed or heard about involves
potentially illegal behaviour or inappropriate behaviour, discuss the issue with the
designated person within your organization who will support you through the process.
Remember: You have an independent duty to report all suspicions of potentially illegal
behaviour directly to police and/or child welfare.

FOLLOW UP ON REPORTING

When an allegation or suspicion of potentially illegal behaviour is reported, police and/or a child
welfare agency will be notified. Petrolia Soccer Club will follow up internally as appropriate.
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When an allegation or suspicion of inappropriate behaviour is made, the sport organization will
follow up on the matter to gather information about what happened and determine what, if any,
formal or other disciplinary action is required.

In the case of inappropriate behaviour, if:
» multiple behaviours were reported
* inappropriate behaviour is recurring, or

« the reported behaviour is of serious concern the organization may refer the matter to a child
welfare agency or police.



