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Gospel of Mark

Compassion Is Never Off The Clock
Mark 6:30-44

Opener: What have you been thinking about from the message on Sunday?

Read Mark 6:30-34

1. Jesus and his disciples thought they were headed to a solitary place, but what they got
instead were crowds of people waiting for Jesus. How did Jesus respond to the people
and why? What does this teach you about how you are to see people and respond to
them as one who is called to be like Christ?

2. How do you make decisions on when to guard your time and energy and when to allow
your plans to be interrupted to care for someone or to meet a ministry need?

Read Mark 6:35-44

3. The instruction Jesus gave his disciples to feed all the people was an impossible task.
Have you ever felt like Jesus was prompting you to do something that you felt was so far
beyond your resources that it was exasperating? Why does he do that? What is he
wanting us to learn? What kind of response is he after?

4. Jesus sent them out to gather food from the people and what they brought back was
comically short of what was needed. Why does Jesus want them to face that they didn’t
have even close to enough before he provided more than enough?

5. Have you experienced Jesus taking you through a similar faith lesson? If so, what did he
do in the end? How do you want your faith in Jesus to shape your response to the next
time that you are faced with an overwhelming need or situation?

6. What resource (time, energy, talent, money) have you deemed wildly insufficient that you
just need to put in Jesus’ hands so he can make it more than enough? What step of faith
does this require you to take to really see Jesus work a miracle?

7. Not only did everyone eat their fill that evening, but 12 baskets of food were collected
afterward. What does this teach you about how God goes about meeting needs?

8. The challenge for our faith is knowing when to believe Jesus will provide more than
enough and when to be content with no miraculous provision. In the spiritual discernment
you gained so far as a believer, how do you navigate anticipating Jesus to work miracles
and other times not?

Closing: What is the Holy Spirit leading you to do in response to what you have considered
today in God’s Word?



