BLESSING OF THE

BACKPACKS

FEEEEEEEENEENEEEEEEEERE

Join us for a special time of prayer for all students, teachers,
administrators, and support staff as they begin the new school year.
We invite all children and students to bring their backpacks to our
worship service, and place them on the altar for a special blessing.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

We're collecting new school supplies to help children in our community
start the school year prepared and confident. Donations of pencils,
pens, crayons, markers, notebooks, folders, glue sticks, scissors, and
other classroom essentials are greatly appreciated. Please place your
donations in the collection bins by the Welcome Desk. Thank you.
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CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES FOR CHILDREN

For June and July we are collecting:
Pens | Pencils | Pencil Sharpeners | Crayons | Erasers
Please place your donations in the cabinet in the conference room.
Thank you.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Jill Brown - 7/17
Edna Coffman - 7/17 | Sue Hubbard - 7/18
Amy Disseler - 7/21 | Lindsey Abraham - 7/22
Leslie Berlin- 7/25 | Dan Parker - 7/26

STARTING SUNDAY AUGUST ZND

Starting Sunday, August 2, 2026, we will transition to one worship experience at 10:00 AM. Bringing together the

richness of our traditional worship and the warmth, energy, and authenticity of our modern service, this new season
invites us to worship side by side, celebrate our faith across generations, and grow together as one church family.
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WEEKDAY SCHEDULE

Choir Rehearsal Tues., 7-8:30pm
Needles Sewing Group Thurs., 9a-12pm

Open Pickleball - All Invited! M m
Men’s Breakfast Sat., 7-8:30am FE“OWShil) Hall

WESLEY MEMORIAL

ED METHODIST

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Counters - Join others in counting donations on Monday mornings.
Contact Cindy at 813.769.9157 or email cindy@wesleytampa.org

Service - Media help is needed with slides during service. Contact Jean
Rowe at 813.767.5264 or email JKR1885@yahoo.com..

GIVE TO WESLEY MEMORIAL UMC

THERE ARE MULTIPLE WAYS TO GIVE:
1. Online- wesleytampa.org/give/
2. Text the word “donate” to 813-548-6100
3.In Person: Drop in offering plate
4. Mail: Mail donation to:
6100 Memorial Highway, Tampa, FL 33615

WESLEY MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

(813) 769-9157 | office@wesleytampa.org
6100 Memorial Hwy, Tampa, FL 33615
www.wesleytampa.org
Like us on Facebook & Instagram @wesleymemorialtampa
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Rooted in Love. Growing in Faith. Serving with-Joy.
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SUNDAY JULY 12, 2026
9:00AM | 11:00AM

Rev. Ontonio Christie, Senior Pastor

6100 Memorial Highway | Tampa, FL 33615
www.wesleytampa.org




SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ORDER OF WORSHIP

JULY 12, 2026

THANK YOU FOR SILENCING YOUR PHONE.
*PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

GATHERING MUSIC ‘I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” Jean Rowe
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENT Kadine Christie

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Come, all who hunger for God’s presence.

People: We come with open hearts, ready to receive God’s
Word.

Leader: God is always speaking, planting seeds of hope, grace,
and life.

People: Lord, prepare the soil of our hearts.

Leader: Remove whatever hardens us, distracts us, or keeps us
from growing.

People: Make us fruitful disciples who bear witness to Your
love.

Leader: Let us worship the God whose Word never returns
empty.

All: We come with joy to worship the Lord!

*OPENING PRAYER

Gracious and loving God, You are the faithful Sower who
never stops scattering seeds of grace, mercy, and truth.
Long before we ever sought You, You were already pursu-
ing us with Your love. Today we ask You to prepare the soil
of our hearts. Break up the hard places where resentment
has settled. Pull away the weeds of worry and distraction.
Deepen our roots so that when challenges come, our faith
will remain steadfast. Open our ears to hear Your voice, our
minds to understand Your Word, and our lives to bear the
fruit of Your Spirit. As we gather from many different back-
grounds and experiences, unite us as one family in Christ.
Fill this place with Your Holy Spirit, and let everything we do
bring glory to You. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

OPENING HYMN: ‘Open My Eyes, That | May See” UMH 454
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, too often our hearts resemble soil that is not
ready for Your Word. Sometimes our hearts become hard,
and we resist Your leading. Sometimes our faith is shallow,
and we lose courage when life becomes difficult. Some-
times the worries of this world, the pursuit of success, and
the distractions around us choke out the life You desire to
grow within us. Forgive us, Lord. Break up the hardness of
our hearts. Remove whatever keeps us from trusting You

completely. Renew us by Your Holy Spirit, that Your Word
may take deep root in our lives and bear fruit for Your king-
dom. In the name of Christ we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PARDON

Hear the Good News. Our God never gives up on us. The same
God who continually sows His Word also pours out His grace.
In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven, our hearts are renewed,
and we are given new life. Thanks be to God! Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” UMH 126

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
*GLORIA PATRI
OFFERTORY “‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
*PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*DOXOLOGY

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Lord of Life, as Your Holy Scriptures are read and Your Word is
proclaimed, quiet every competing voice within us. And by the
power of Your Holy Spirit, help us not only to hear Your Word
but to live it with faith, joy, and courage. May the seed You
plant today produce a harvest of love, hope, generosity, and
faithful discipleship. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 25:19-34 Carol Dittmar
*NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
SERMON What Kind of Soil are You? Rev. Ontonio Christie
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

For those wishing to become members in this congregation of
Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church either by profession
of faith or transfer of church membership, please contact

Rev. Ontonio Christie at ontonio@wesleytampa.org

*CLOSINGHYMN ‘Lord Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”™  UMH 671
*BENEDICTION Rev. Ontonio Christie

CLOSING

MODERN WORSHIP

JULY 12,2026 11:00 AM

GATHERING MUSIC Faniel Pradel
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER

‘I Thank God”
“‘God so Loved”

*SINGING OUR PRAISE
Faniel Pradel

OFFERING “Build My Life”

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Rochelle Mock

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 25:19-34

*SONG OF INVITATION “‘Springtime’

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

SERMON What Kind of Soil are You? Rev. Ontionio Christie

CLOSING SONG

BENEDICTION Rev. Ontonio Christie

TURN A T-SHIRT INTO A BLESSING
Support our outreach ministries and make a difference - one
shirt at a time. $20 each or Buy One, Give One for $30. Your
second t-shirt will be donated to someone experiencing
homelessness. Thank you for helping those in need.

PRAYER REQUESTS

We invite you to share your prayer
needs or join us in praying for others.
Please scan the QR code to submit
your prayer requests or visit

Kitty Garren Faith Scheirer

Shirley Gravlin Sherry Salas and Rose Harper
David Rose Barbara Carpenter

Terri O'Neal Kamarco Rodney

Christine & Jaymi Alan Lamb

Charles Idahosa
Christy and Steve

Karen Marotz
Marjorie Schramm



