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Flourish
Faithful Messengers in a World that’s Forsaken God

OPENER

How can we be faithful messengers of God’s truth in a world that often turns away from him?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES
In Elijah’s day, the Israelites had forsaken God’s ways. And yet, although people have forsaken God for the
ways of the world, God graciously reaches out to the Israelites by sending Elijah to confront King Ahab. As we

explore 1Kings 17, let’s consider how we can be faithful messengers of God’s word in a world that forsakes
God.

Message Outline:

How can we be faithful messengers of a forsaken God?
1. Serve God by faithfully sharing his word.
2. Trust God to be faithful to you.

Discussion Questions
1. Read 1Kings 17:1. How does Elijah’s immediate obedience to God’s command to confront King Ahab
inspire us in our own lives? What are the potential emotional and cultural barriers might Elijah have
had to overcome? How can we overcome hesitation to promptly follow God’s lead?

2. Read 1Kings 17:1-6. How did Elijah's message to King Ahab reveal both God's justice and mercy?
Reflect on God’s provision through the ravens in the ravine and through the widow from Zarephath.
How does God show his faithfulness to Elijah (and the widow) in challenging circumstances? In what
ways can we trust God’s provision during difficult times?

3. Read Exodus 16:8, 36; Matthew 6:33; Psalm 34:9-10; Habakkuk 3:17-18; Luke 22:35. In what ways can
we trust God during difficult times?
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4. Read 1Kings 17:8-16. How was the widow asked to demonstrate her faith? How did God’s miraculous
provision strengthen her faith? How does recalling stories like these increase our faith in God’s
provision?

5. Read 1Kings 17:17-24. Here we read of the first resurrection in the Scripture. How does the
resurrection of the widow’s son remind us of God’s power in our lives? (See also Romans 8:11-13.)

6. Explore the events in 1Kings 16:29-33 that led to Ahab and Jezebel’s corruption. How does their story
help us to guard against spiritual compromise?

Responding to God’s Word
How does Elijah’s life challenge you to be a faithful messenger that shares God’s words in our present
culture?

Meditate and Pray
Pause and give thanks to God. Acknowledge Jesus as the Best Gift; thanking him for his perfect sacrifice,
his substitutionary death, and his precious blood that covers our sins forever. Choose to share God’s
grace with others this week.

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1:  1Kings 18:1-15 Day 5: Exodus 32
Day 2: 1Kings 18:16-46 Day 6: Exodus 33
Day 3: Ezekiel 22:25-30 Day 7: Exodus 34

Day 4: Exodus 31



