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5 Parables of Jesus- Message #2

The Parable of the Rich Man & Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31

OPENER

What is something you thought was so valuable as a kid that you later realized wasn’t nearly as
valuable as you thought?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

What we need to know about genuine faith

e Faith is not expressed with one’s lips but with one’s life.
e You can’tjust believe in Cross Jesus and not King Jesus.

e If you want to know if today you have saving faith, check its base. Genuine faith is
built on repentance and obedience.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Read Luke 16:19-31

1. Contrast the earthly life of the rich man and the beggar at his gate. What is Jesus doing
here with this setup for his story?

2. Contrast the afterlife for the rich man and Lazarus. After reading the entire parable, why
did such a dramatic reversal of life experiences take place between the two men?

3. Why won’t Abraham send Lazarus to warn the rich man’s brothers? What are your
thoughts about this response that Jesus has Abraham deliver?

4. What is the point Jesus is making by telling this parable to the Pharisees who Jesus
diagnosed as having a heart problem in their relationship with God?
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Read Matthew 7:21-23

5. Describe the person who Jesus says won’t be entering into in the kingdom of heaven.
Does it surprise you that Jesus says he doesn’t even know them? Why or why not?

6. What does Jesus say is needed to have a right relationship with him and enter the
kingdom of heaven?

7. Read Ephesians 2:8-9. How does the requirement of doing the will of God fit with the
truth that we are saved by grace alone and not by our works? How are we to understand
what it means to believe in Jesus and be saved?

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

How do you feel called to respond to this parable from Jesus?

PRAY
Invite God to speak to you about the status of your relationship with him. Ask him to reveal to you

if anything is displeasing in your life that he wants you to address with repentance and trusting
him by living according to his will for you.

MEDITATE

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

TIME ALONE WITH GOD READING GUIDE

Day 1: Luke 16:19-31 Day 5: 1 Peter 1:13-23
Day 2: James 1:19-27 Day 6: Matthew 3:7-12
Day 3: James 2:14-26 Day 7: Matthew 22:34-40

Day 4: Matthew 7:13-27



