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Revelation

Jesus in the Middle of His Churches

The word “Revelation” comes from the Greek, “Apocalypse,” which means to reveal or unveil. The
entire book is about the unveiling of Jesus Christ. Today’s study focuses on the first “apocalypse” of
Jesus (there are six others in the book). Jesus will pull back the curtain to let us see the most important
and unseen reality of our lives — Jesus! Seeing Jesus helps us cope with a crazy world and personal
struggles. More than coping, though, we find hope to persevere through life’s challenges.

OPENER

When you think of the stories of Jesus in the four gospels, what stories do you remember? How do
those stories help you to have hope?

PRAYER
Pause and pray, “Come, Holy Spirit, and help us to see Jesus like we’ve never seen Him before.”
SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

Jesus unveils the unseen, hope-inspiring reality of who He is in nine ways.

1. Jesusisthe “Son of Man.” (1:12)

2. Jesus is in the middle of his churches. (1:13)

3. Jesusis our Great High Priest. (1:13: robe and golden sash)

4. Jesusis God (the Ancient of Days). (1:14: hair white like wool)

5. Jesus sees through us to illuminate and penetrate and purify us. (1:14: eyes are flames of fire)

6. Jesus’ kingdom is unshakable because Jesus is strong and steady. (1:15: bronze feet)

7. Jesus owns and controls the entire universe. (1:16: holds the stars in his right hand, ruler of the
cosmos)

8. Jesus speaks truth into our lives to free us. (1:16: two-edged sword out of his mouth)

9. Jesus’ face shines with great glory and blessing on us. (1:16: face shines with brilliance)

Discussion Questions

1. Read Revelation 1:9-20. As you read, look for each of the nine items above. Most of these
descriptions are symbolic. Which, if any descriptions are not symbolic? Which of these
descriptions of Jesus make you pause and want to praise Him? Worshiping Jesus gives us hope
to persevere. Explain how Jesus is giving you hope right now?
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2. Read Daniel 7:13-14 for the Old Testament background on the title, “Son of Man”. Write down
the descriptions of the Son of Man. How many of these are also revealed in Revelation?

3. Interestingly, Jesus’ favorite title for Himself during His earthly ministry was, “Son of Man.” It
was also a title that Caesar used about himself during those times. Read Matthew 9:6; 10:23;
and 11:19 and their contexts. What power and purpose does the Son of Man display in these
verses? Pause and write down three to five reasons that you praise Jesus as the Son of Man.

4. Read Revelation 1:12-16. Regarding the qualities of Jesus in these verses, Eugene H. Peterson
observes that one and seven are the “first and last impressions.” The first impression is
forgiveness; the last, blessing. Two and six are “the organs of relationship,” eyes and mouth.
Three and five are the parts of the body that express “capability,” feet and right hand. All
pointing to the voice at the center.” In 1:15, how is Jesus’ voice described? (See also Ezekiel
1:24.) A central idea in the book of Revelation is the voice of Jesus — that we must hear it, take it
to heart, and put it into action in our lives. (See 1:3). How tuned in are you to the voice of Jesus
and what helps you to listen to Jesus?

Responding to God’s Word

Read 1:17-18. As we consider this first apocalypse of Jesus, how does looking at Jesus and marveling
about Jesus help you to overcome your fears?

Memorize

Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead, and now look, | am alive for
ever and ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades. Revelation 1:17b-18

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Revelation 8 Day 5: Revelation 12
Day 2: Revelation 9 Day 6: Revelation 13
Day 3: Revelation 10 Day 7: Revelation 14

Day 4: Revelation 11



