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Easter

Responses to the Resurrection
Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20-21

SUNDAY MESSAGE OUTLINE

Responses to the Resurrection

1. The women at the tomb response: Bewilderment

2. The soldiers & religious leaders response: Resistance

3. Mary Magdalene when she saw Jesus response: Joy

4. The disciples after first hearing the news response: Mostly unbelief
5. The disciples after Jesus appeared to them response: Slow faith

6. Cleopas on the road to Emmaus response: Confusion

7. Thomas after he missed Jesus’ appearance response: Faith on my terms
8. Peter after his denial of Jesus response: Unworthy

What is your response to the resurrection today?

OPENING QUESTION

1. Which response above from the message best describes the first time you heard about
the resurrection? What brought you to believe in Jesus as your risen Savior and King?

2. What stood out to you or was most helpful from the message? What do you have
questions about?

BIBLE DISCUSSION
Read Luke 24:1-12

3. What do you imagine it must have been like for those women to suddenly have the
angels appear to proclaim the news of Jesus’ resurrection? What kind of response do you
think that you would have had to the empty tomb and the angels?

4. The disciples considered the report of the women that Jesus was alive as nonsense.
Does that surprise you? Why or why not? Why do you think it was so hard for them to
believe that Jesus had risen from the dead?
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Read John 20:11-18

5. Why didn’t Mary recognize Jesus? Why do you think it was when Jesus said her name
that she finally recognized him?

6. Mary was overwhelmed with joy when she realized that Jesus was alive. Have you ever
experienced overwhelming joy in your relationship with Jesus? What does joy look like
after the news of the resurrection becomes something very familiar over time?

Read Luke 24:36-49

7. What did Jesus’ death and resurrection fulfill from the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms?
How important to your faith in Jesus has been his fulfilled prophecy?

8. Jesus opened the minds of his disciples so they could understand Scripture about him.
Have there been some key points in your faith story where God opened up your mind as
you read or heard Scripture so that transformed your faith and relationship with God?

9. They were called to be witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection but first, they were to go wait in
Jerusalem. Why not just start telling people right away? What does this teach us today
about evangelism?

YOUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD

How do you feel led by the Spirit to put into practice what you have learned from God’s Word?

PRAYER PROMPT

Praise God for Jesus' victory over sin and death. Express your love and commitment to Jesus.
Ask that you will be filled with the Spirit and your life will increasingly reflect the new life he has
given you through Jesus.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR FURTHER STUDY

Matthew 28:11-15 John 20:3-10 Luke 24:13-35 John 21:1-19



