MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE E ;CROSSPOINT

R C

OCTOBER 15, 2023

Malachi
Your Trust Matters to God

OPENER
Mike Vilhauer was wandering aimlessly, lost in the mountains for five days. What were the keys to him being
rescued? Do you have a story of wandering to share?

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

We are all prone to wander. And we wander toward things that sound promising but are empty promises!
Malachi’s generation was like that and so are we.

Israel had a long history of wandering far from God. In Malachi’s time, they were disillusioned with God — why
do the wicked prosper and get rewarded for it (3:13-15)? Cynicism precedes moral decay. And yet the God
that Malachi reveals is a God that reaches out to us even when we wander away!

Message Outline:
Answers to two questions to help wanderers return to the Lord.

1. How do I return to the Lord? (3:16)
a. Revere the Lord.
b. Choose covenant community.

2. Why would | return to the Lord? (3:17-18 — 4:3)
a. |wantto be ready for the Day of Judgment.
b. Irealize that God loves me as his treasured possession.

Discussion Questions
1. Read Malachi 3:13-16. Describe the differences between the two distinct groups that emerge in these
verses. How does Christian community and accountability help us to remain faithful in our relationship
with God? (See also Hebrews 3:12-13; 10:24-25.)

2. What is significant about “a scroll of remembrance” written in God’s presence concerning those who
revere God? (See also Esther 2:23; 6:1; Ps 56:8; 139:16; Dan 7:12; 12:1; Lk 10.20; Rev 20:12.) What do
you think that God has written in his scroll about you?

3. Read Malachi 3:17-18. God describes his faithful people to the cynics to motivate them to return to the
Lord in a healthy covenant relationship. What are God’s descriptions of his faithful people? Next, read
Malachi 4:1-3. What are the two different outcomes for the faithful and the cynical? How does this
motivate cynics to return to the Lord?
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4. To understand, “treasured possession” (3:17), see Ex 19:5; Deut 7:6; 14:2; 26:18; Ps 135:4; Titus 2:14. If
you are God’s treasured possession, how does that transform how you view yourself? Give an
example of this.

5. Read Malachi 4:4-6. In this book summary, Malachi calls us to obey God’s law and to pursue
reconciliation in all our relationships. He also reminds us that the Lord is active (sends Elijah = John
the Baptist) to help everyone prepare for the Day of the Lord. What intergenerational relationships is
God calling you to “turn” to? How does God motivate you in these verses?

6. Are there ways that you have been disobedient to God or wandering from him? How do you feel
about returning to the Lord?

Responding to God’s Word
What action steps will you take to return and remain in faithful covenant relationship with God? (Check all
that apply to you.)
o Repentance and Confession — confess where you have strayed from God.
o Regular TAG Time (prayer, Bible) — encourage one another to grow deeper with God
o Community and Accountability — invite others into community, engage need for accountability
o Other

Meditate and Pray

“See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. 6 He
will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or
else | will come and strike the land with total destruction.” Malachi 4:5-6

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Malachi 1-2:16 Day 5: Ephesians 6:1-4
Day 2: Malachi 2:17-3:15 Day 6: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Day 3: Malachi 3:16-4:6 Day 7: Isaiah 40:28-31

Day 4: Psalm 51



