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The Wonder of Christmas

God With Us

Matthew 1:20-22; Revelation 4.:6-11; Philippians 2:6-8; Isaiah 53:6

SUNDAY MESSAGE OUTLINE
One of the great wonders of Christmas is God With Us. (Matt. 1:20-22)

God With Us brings four surprises:
1- The surprise that God would give up his glory (Rev. 4:8-11; Is. 6:1-4; Phil. 2:6-8)
2- The surprise that God could become one of us (Is. 9:6)
3- The surprise that God chose to come as a baby (Lk. 2:10-12)
4- The surprise that God would humble himself for a people who consistently had

not for him (Is. 53:6)

The wonder of God With Us is the humility He showed to be God for us.

OPENING QUESTIONS
1. What kind of expectations for experiencing “wonder” do you have during the Christmas

season? Should the story of Jesus’ birth generate wonder for believers even if they’'ve
heard it a million times? Why or why not?

2. What stood out to you or was most helpful for you from the message?

BIBLE DISCUSSION
Read Matthew 1:20-22
3. The son miraculously born to Mary was given the names Jesus and Immanuel. What is the

significance of those names? What is extraordinary about what those names reveal to us
about Jesus?

4. Does Jesus being “God with us” strike you as something truly surprising and wondrous?
Why or why not?
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5. Surprisingly, God came as a helpless baby. Why would God choose that entrance
into our world as opposed to showing up as a full-grown man?

Read Revelation 4:6-11

6. What is most striking to you about this scene in heaven? What do you learn about God
from this what takes place in this passage?

7. Read Philippians 2:5-8. Jesus made himself nothing, leaving the worship of heaven to live
virtually unrecognized or worshipped for over 30 years on earth and finally enduring the
shame of the cross. Spend a minute just thinking about what that must have been like for
Jesus. How does that decision by Jesus add to the wonder of Christmas?

Read Isaiah 53:6

8. The first half of this verse makes the second half of the verse a surprising outcome. If
we’re all like wandering sheep, why would God lay our sins on Jesus?

9. Did God need to become one of us to save us?

10. How can you show your gratitude to God for being your Savior?

PRAYER PROMPT

Praise God for his surprising and amazing plan of salvation through Jesus. Thank Him for
becoming one of us to identify with us and to die for us. Share with him a struggle that you're
going through, knowing he can relate to what you’re going through, and ask for his grace to help
you.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR FURTHER STUDY

Isaiah 7:1-17

Luke 2:1-21
Colossians 1:15-23
Matthew 1:18-25



