MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE E JCROSSPOINT

DECEMBER 3, 2023 C HURGC

The Best Gift
The Fractured Kingdom

OPENER
Behind a great gift is often a story of great effort, love, sacrifice, generosity, or compassion. Share
your story of receiving a great gift.

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES

When we look at the storyline of God’s relationship with humanity, we see that the twisted-up mess we’ve
brought on our lives because of sin cannot be unraveled by even our best efforts. We need power,
righteousness, and sacrifice beyond our resources. What we could not do for ourselves, God did through
Jesus. And that is why Jesus is the best gift ever.

Message Outline:
God creates everything and is the King of creation. (Gen 1:26)
How God’s Kingdom was fractured (Gen 3:1ff)
We are all reaching to be our own gods (Gen 3:2-7)

Is there any hope for us in our rebellion toward God? God reaches out to us in two completely unexpected
ways:
1. God reaches out with gracious intentions in spite of our reach to be our own God. (Gen 3:21)

2. God reaches out with the good news of his plan to restore his Kingdom and us. (Gen 3:15) Three
hopeful responses:

First, Satan is promised a fight that he cannot win.

Second, the virgin birth points to the one who will win the battle against Satan.

Third, we are assured of complete judgment of Satan.

Discussion Questions
1. Read Genesis 3:1-24 and watch for the consequences of Eve and Adam’s disobedience. (This is called
“The Fall” and it is the story of how sin began and humanity fell into sin.) What insights do you gain
from this chapter about the impact of sin on humanity?

2. Read Genesis 4:1-2. The birth of Cain and Abel gave hope that there might be someone to come and
bring humanity back into reconciliation with God. But then things got really bad. Read Genesis 4:3-8.
What does this story tell us about our own struggle with sin? (See also Ephesians 4:29-32.)



MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE E JCROSSPOINT

DECEMBER 3, 2023 C HURGC

3. Read Genesis 4:9-15. Here we see God reaching out to Cain in the aftermath of murdering his brother.
What do you learn about God’s character in his response?

4. Read Genesis 4:25, which introduces Seth, another son born to Adam and Eve. His birth follows dark
stories that show how sin is tightening its grip on humanity. Along comes Seth, and with him comes
hope that he or one of his descendants might be the one to overcome the serpent and bring
humanity back to God. In the following chapters, Seth’s line of descent flows down to Abraham. Read
the promises given to Abraham and write down the hope that is promised in Genesis 12:1-3. How do
these promises relate to the hopeful words in Genesis 3:15.

5. Read Genesis 6:5-8. Write down the description of how wickedness is increasing. At the same time,
Noah finds favor in God’s eyes. How is Noah described in Genesis 6:9? As we read through Genesis,
examples of lives that are either good or evil are held up. Read Genesis 39:6-10. What did you learn
from Joseph about godly character?

Responding to God’s Word
How does God’s gracious response to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:21in providing clothing cover their
shame and point them to the redemption offered through Christ? What is the Spirit calling us to do when it
comes to giving forgiveness (“love covers a multitude of sins”)?

Meditate and Pray
And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush
your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:15

Time Alone With God Reading Guide

Day 1: Isaiah 7:14 Day 5: John 3:16-18
Day 2: Isaiah 9:6 Day 6: Galatians 4:4-5
Day 3: Micah 5:2 Day 7: Revelation 12:9, 17

Day 4: Luke 1:31-33



